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DON'T MAKE IT YOURS. 



WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR GROW ROOM, FAILURE IS NOT AN OPTION - 
ITS A ZERO-MISTAKE ENVIRONMENT 

Grow lights require mare power than anything else in your garden. To run safely, they need a special controller designed 
specifically to handle demanding power loads When you invest in all of the gear to make your garden a success, start 
with 3 goad lighting controller - me that con safely provide the power your lights demand, lt r S a fundamental building 
black that no indoor garden should he without and anything less is putting your entire operation at risk 

Pawerbox™ Lighting Controllers are ETL Listed, UL 1640 Certified, and CAN/C5A Standard C222# 14-10 Approved. 
The only lighting controllers to be listed for use in the U.S, and Canada. 

WHY TAKE CHANCES WITH INFERIOR DEVICES? 

ORDER A GENUINE POWERBOX™ LIGHTING CONTROLLER TODAY. 





BOX© 


WWW. POWER BOX INC, COM 


HYDROPONICS LIGHTING CONTROLLERS 


















fUPBQX 


W PP c-ISOQDfin | 

SeqLtenbal Cuntrofler (or Generators 


DM -1 soap 

L,irjht DjntftJiOt- uu/AmmpUjr 


^ PPC-1SP OQTP 

10 Light Con trailer uu/hti: Stiri C>.? .;>■ 


DPC-720DD 

ID U^hL L’iintrdln- 


OPtMi 20 D Q TO 


Dpt >75QD 24DV^J 

D Ligf 'V 2^£N Control -. m 


□PC-7 50D 1EGV | 

E4OT Inpiic/iECV Output 


1 FUPBOX" LSM-20 

H in BO L I'jh’Ji fffirr ID y'J.v-v. 


_ORIGlMAL FLIPBDK® J 

Run ? Lights F:r~ 1 Ballast 


ft 

• •••• 1 

■ 

#- 

■ 


■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 1 




| mss: 


■ ■ ■ 

■ ■ M l 

rS -.'33 I 



9" 

— 

n- 

m m m m m 


■ mi 1 





WWW.POWERBOXIIMC.COM 



Intertek 

APPROVED IN USA AND CANADA 


5 VEAR WARRANTY 


MADE IN CALIFORNIA 

























































g Contents 


High Times January 2012 


HIGH TIMES 


FEATURES 



“ Usually, growers who haven’t fine-tuned their planting densities 
fall short in their efforts, not realising enough potential budding sites 
in the plant canopy to give them good, high-quality yields.” 

-Erik Biksa, ‘Growing on the Grid for Bigger Yields’, Page 74 


47 Pot’s Greatest Hits 

Welcome to the wide world of stoner stats! Since the 
breadth of our community is staggering, we decided the 
first issue of 2012 would be an ideal time to lay down our 
choices for the most notable achievements in the mari¬ 
juana world: the best, the worst, the biggest, the weirdest, 
and anything else that struck our ganja-enhanced fancy. 

56 Colorado Champions 

Last April at the High Times Medical Cannabis Cup in 
Denver, a pair of dispensaries from the Rocky Mountain 
State took home the top three prizes for best pot. Here’s 
a look at how their gardens grow—as well as a cold, hard 
look at the state’s medical marijuana industry. 

60 Czech Your Head 

As the Dutch government threatens to regulate the coun¬ 
try’s coffeeshops out of existence, people are debating what 
Europe’s next pot hotspot will be. High Times says: Go east, 


young man! To Eastern Europe, that is. With its lax 
marijuana laws, legal seeds and tolerant attitude, the 
Czech Republic is the new stoner sanctuary. 

74 Growing on the Grid for Bigger Yields 

Maximizing marijuana harvests requires a full under¬ 
standing of plant density, growth patterns and the proper 
utilization of your grow space. Canadian cultivation corre¬ 
spondent Erik Biksa goes behind the scenes to reveal the 
secrets to amplifying your crop. 

82 20Coolest Grow Gadgets Under $100 

Grow equipment can be complicated and costly... but it 
doesn’t have to be! These days, everyone from the first-time 
grower to the advanced grow geek can find a piece of gear 
so compelling that they blow a month’s rent just to have it 
in their garden. So we decided to seek out some hot deals 
and came up with this list of 20 extra-sweet garden gadgets 
that won’t leave a dent in your bank account. 
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CORRECTLY IDENTIFY THE MOST CHARACTERS ON THE COVER OF THE JANUARY 2012 ISSUE OF HIGH TIMES MAGAZINE AND WIN A FREE TRIP TO THE 2012 
CANNABIS CUP IN AMSTERDAM! 

Official Rules and Regulations: NO PURCHASE IS REQUIRED TO ENTER. CONTESTANTS MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE TO PARTICIPATE. A PURCHASE WILL NOT 
IMPROVE YOUR CHANCE OF WINNING. 

Entries for High Times’ cover contest (the "Contest") may be a list of characters on the cover identified by the entrant on an 8 x 10-inch piece of paper. Valid entries 
must be postmarked and identify correctly the most characters on the cover of the January 2012 issue of High Times Magazine. Entries may be received for a period 
beginning Novmber 1,2011. and ending December 15.2012, at 5 p.m. EST (the "Contest Period”). Valid entry to be made via email and U.S. mail only. Entrants must 
provide their name, address, city, state, ZIP code, email address, and telephone number to enter. One entry per per person. To be eligible to win, entrants must mail a 
single entry on a 8 x 10-inch piece of paper with their identifications of characters from the front cover of the January 2012 edition of High Times Magazine. Mail all 
entries to: High Times Contest, 419 Park Avenue South, 16th floor, New York, New York 10016. Email entries to contest@hightimes.com. "High Times” is a registered 
trademark owned exclusively by the Trans-High Corporation (the "Sponsor”). Entry may be sent without purchase. Winner will be determined by the most correct 
number of character identifications from the cover of the January 2012 edition of High Times Magazine. In the event that more than one entrant is able to cor¬ 
rectly identify the most characters, the winner will be that entrant who was chronologically the earliest to provide an entry with the most correct identifications. By 
entering this Contest, entrants give their express permission to be contacted by Sponsor by telephone, email and/or postal mail for Contest purposes only. Winning 
entrant further expressly permits the release of his or her name and/or photo to be used for publicity purposes by Sponsor. 

Sponsor, Trans-High Corporation, or its subsidiaries, employees, agents or associates, including High Times Magazine, are not responsible for lost, incomplete, 
illegible, late, misdirected, stolen or mutilated entries, account information, mail or email or postage-due mail; failures or malfunctions of phones, phone lines or 
telephone systems; lost entries or transmissions; any error, omission, interruption, defect or delay in transmission, transaction processing or communication; inter¬ 
rupted or unavailable network, server or other connections; miscommunications, failed computer hardware or software or technical failures; garbled, misrouted or 
scrambled transmissions; printing errors appearing within these Official Rules in any Contest-related advertisements or other materials; or other errors or problems 
of any kind, whether mechanical, human, telephone, electronic, mail or otherwise and acts of God. Sponsor reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to void any 
and all coupons of an entrant who Sponsor believes has attempted to tamper with or impair the administration, security, fairness or proper play of this Contest. 

Contest will officially cease at December 15,2011, at 5:00 p.m. where one (1) winning entrant will be selected who was the first in time to supply the most correct 
identifications of the illustrated characters depicted on the cover of the January 2012 cover of High Times Magazine. Odds of winning a prize depend on the number 
of entries received. The selected entrant will win: two VIP passed to the High Times Cannabis Cup in November 2012, accommodations for two (2) for three (3) 
nights at a location in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, to be solely determined by Trans-High Corporation; round-trip airfare for one from New York to Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands, plus round-trip ground transportation from the airport to the hotel in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

Actual value of prize will vary depending on winner's city of departure and final flight itinerary. Certain restrictions and blackout dates may apply. Winning 
entrant (the "Winner”) is responsible for his or her own local transportation to and from the airport in his or her departure city to New York, New York, in addition to 


transportation to John F. Kennedy International Airport or surrounding area airports from which the flight to Amsterdam commences. Prize will be redeemable in 
cash for 1/5,000th of the retail value of the prize. 

Trans-High Corporation, its employees, agents, successors, and assignees of the Sponsor, its advertising agencies and participating companies involved in the 
Contest, and employees of and family members of each of the foregoing, shall be ineligible to participate in the Contest. 

ANY PRIZE IS AWARDED "AS IS" AND WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. 

The Winner will be notified by telephone within seven (7) days after the date on which such Winner is selected by Sponsor. The Winner must respond within 
ten (10) business days of notification or risk forfeiture of the prize at the Sponsor's discretion. The Sponsor is not liable for any notification delay. The Sponsor will 
have sole discretion to rule on all aspects of the Contest. The decisions of the Sponsor shall be final and irrevocable. The Sponsor reserves the right at any time to 
make any necessary or appropriate changes to the Contest or its rules as necessary and proper. The Sponsor reserves the right to cancel or modify the Contest 
or its prizes, in whole or in part, in the event of technical or other difficulties or for any other reason at any time that the Sponsor, in its sole discretion, deems fit. 

The Contest is subject to this Agreement and entrants expressly agree to be bound by all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. By participating 
in this Contest, you acknowledge that you have read this Agreement and agree to abide by its terms and by the decisions of the Sponsor, which are final and binding 
on all matters pertaining to the Contest. All U.S. federal, state, and local tax laws and regulations apply. This drawing is void where prohibited or restricted by law. The 
Winner will be responsible for all applicable taxes and declarations to taxing authorities. The Sponsor reserves the right to change these Official Rules at any time 
and for any reason whatsoever without further notice. 

Entrant expressly releases SPONSOR, ITS SUBSIDIARIES BOTH DIRECT OR INDIRECT. OFFICERS. DIRECTORS. CONTRACTORS. OR ANY OF ITS AGENTS OR 
AFFILIATES OR ASSIGNS ("RELEASEES"), from any responsibility to entrant OR ENTRANTS BY ENTERING HEREBY RELEASE, DISCHARGE, INDEMNIFY AND HOLD 
HARMLESS RELEASEES FROM AND AGAINST ANY CLAIMS, COSTS, LIABILITY OR DAMAGES WHATSOEVER DUE TO ANY INJURIES, DAMAGES, LOSSES TO ANY 
PERSON (INCLUDING DEATH) OR PROPERTY OF ANY KIND RESULTING IN WHOLE OR IN PART, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, FROM PARTICIPATING IN THE CONTEST 
BY SUBMITTING AN ENTRY COUPON, WINNING ANY PRIZE. ACCEPTANCE, POSSESSION, MISUSE OR USE OF ANY PRIZE. OR PARTICIPATION IN ANY SWEEPSTAKES- 
RELATED ACTIVITY OR ANY DAMAGES WHATSOEVER OTHERWISE ARISING OUT OF THIS CONTEST. 

Request for Official Rules and winner's name: To request a copy of the Official Rules or selected Winner’s name, send such request along with a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to High Times Contest, 419 Park Avenue South, 16th floor, New York. New York 10016. 

By entering this Contest, the entrant agrees that any and all claims against Sponsor, its affiliates, employees, officers, directors, judges and agents arising out of 
this drawing shall be settled by final and binding arbitration before the American Arbitration Association pursuant to the United States Arbitration Act. 9 U.S.C. §1-16, 
or before the American Arbitration Association under its International Arbitration Rules if the claim arises from conduct outside of the United States. Any such claim 
must be filed in New York, New York, with the American Arbitration Association by December 23,2011, or no claim or action may be sustained against Trans-High 
Corporation, its affiliates, employees, officers, directors, judges and agents arising out of this Contest. 

By entering this Contest, each entrant agrees to be bound by each and every term of these Official Rules. 
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Win a Trip to the 
Cannabis Cup! 

W hat if you could gather together great stoners 
from across the ages for the greatest pot party 
ever? That’s what we’ve tried to do this month. 

There are 92 cannabis stars cavorting on our 
cover in some form. Not everyone depicted on 
it is a hero, but everyone shares a close link to the pot community. 

Can you name ’em all? The person who comes closest to correctly 
identifying all of our cover stars will win a trip to the 2012 Can¬ 
nabis Cup in Amsterdam! 

The prize includes airfare 
for you, a double room, 
plus a pair of judges’ passes 
for you and a friend! The 
contest rules are listed on 
p.8; the deadline for entries 
is December 15, and the 
winner will be announced 
online. Submit your answers 
to contest@hightimes.com 
or mail to High Times Con¬ 
test, 419 Park Avenue South, 
16th Floor, New York, New 
York 10016. Who knows? 
You just might win a trip 
to the last Cannabis Cup in 
the history of our planet. 

Oh, haven’t you heard? 
According to the Mayan 
calendar, 2012 will be 
the last year that High Times is published. That’s because Decem¬ 
ber 21, 2012 is supposed to be the last shopping day before 
Christmas—ever. 

Depending on whom you read, the ancient Mayans believed that 
the Great Cycle of their Long Count calendar would come to an 
end on that date, which has led some to predict cataclysmic events. 
Other interpreters of the calendar, however, believe that the date 
will actually usher in an age of miraculous transformation, wherein 
humankind will achieve the zenith of its spiritual evolution. 

With that in mind, we’ve spruced up our magazine a bit just in 
time for this pivotal year. You’ll find the same great coverage of the 
world of marijuana, as well as the same luscious pot photos that 
have become our signature. We just wanted to make sure—that no 
matter what’s coming our way in 2012—we look our very best. 

Dan Skye 

Executive Editor 
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i; Letters 


GrowVids 

Hey, HT! I run a grow shop and have a 
customer who was wondering if High 
Times could create a spot on its website 
or on YouTube where growers in the 
community could upload videos? The 
page could include daily pictures and 
videos for the underground community 
to enjoy. I’d enjoy seeing every aspect of 
growing—from temps to watering, nutes, 
light intensity and the equipment used— 
as well as the chance to check daily for 
new ideas. You could even take questions 
and have the answers posted. -MB 

If you have a good video or photos to share, you 
can post the links on 420.com. The High T imes 
staff checks the site daily; in fact, we get many of 
our best leads from the website. 

Poster Plea 

I started reading HT a month or two ago, 
and I love the mag! My only problem is 
that it’s stapled, not bound, and every 
time I take the centerfold out, the other 
pages wanna come out, too. It’s a bit 
annoying, since I’d like to keep the info 
in the mag around for as long as pos¬ 
sible. Any suggestions? -420bongrips 

When it comes to removing the centerfold, 
patience is required-and a surgeon’s dexterity. 
The best way to do it is to open the staples first, 
lift the centerfold out and then press the staples 
back down. Another good way is to buy two 
copies! 

Come to the Cannabis Cup 

I enjoyed the article “Got Cup?” (Oct. 

’ll HT) previewing the 2011 Cannabis 
Cup—so much so, in fact, that my hubby 
and I are thinking of becoming judges. 
However, though you mentioned that 
strain entries would be available for 
purchase at participating coffeeshops, 
you didn’t give a ballpark figure as to 
how much purchasing power is needed 
to ensure a wide variety of samples. So ... 
how much? Thanks! -Peggy Lou 

Coffeeshops charge from 10 to 15 euros per 
gram, so that works out (using the exchange 
rate on the day this answer is being written) to 
about $14 to $21 per gram. As many as 30 shops 
enter the Cup, so do the math using a currency 
calculator. Also, keep in mind that some shops 
offer discounts to Cup judges, while others offer 
free samples. If you’re able to try all of them, we 
salute you! 

Higher Calling 

I don’t know if High Times knows about 
this guy yet, so I thought I’d drop you a 
line. His name is Rev. Brandon Eard- 
man, and his congregation calls him “Rev. 
Reefer.” He’s the founder of Oklahoma 
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GROW TOUR OWN 


‘The majority of the gaming 
community hates us because we 
have fun playing and smoking, 
whereas they’re just interested in 
winning. (Sounds like real life.)” 


Marijuana Ministries, the first and only 
marijuana-based ministry in the state. 
I’ve been to one of his services, and it 
was packed. He has a really big follow¬ 
ing, and it’s cool that he’s doing this in 
one of the harshest marijuana-law states 
in the country. -Denise 


High Times January 2012 

of the larg¬ 
est organized 
group of mari¬ 
juana gamers. My 
clan is Budsmokers Only, 
with the tag “weed” on the 
hit online game Heroes of 
Newerth by S2 gaming. I’m 
submitting this letter because 
it’s time for marijuana gam¬ 
ers to hit the mainstream. 
We’re a different breed of 
stoners, who enjoy sitting 
in front of a monitor with 
our favorite bong to carry us 
through the night. We are 
the second-largest clan in the 
entire game and the largest 
weed gaming community on 
the Internet—463 members 
strong. We advocate peace, 
love and marijuana in a very 
controversial, hate-and-rac- 
ism-infested video game. 

The majority of the gaming 
community hates us because 
we have fun playing and 
smoking, whereas they’re 
just interested in winning. 
(Sounds like real life.) But 
people need to chill. We 
have impacted the game to 
the point that the editors have included 
bongs, pot leaves, magic mushrooms 
and tons of other countercultural icons, 
which are all purchasable in the game. 
We’re a very marketable demographic, 
and we need to be brought to light. -AJ 


Down-Under Dank 

I’ve been reading High Times for some 
years and have a nice collection, but I 
wanted to know when you’re going to 
do a big grow article on Australia? I’ve 
traveled to Vancouver, Amsterdam and 
Spain, but I have to say that Australia’s 
the place with the best, most potent 
herb. So pack your bags and come on 
over—and try somewhere different 
than Junkyville Nimbin, where all they 
have is shitty bush-bud crap. Come to 
Melbourne, where the best growers live. 
We have a small grow crew here called 
GFA Genetics, and we also make the best 
bubble. So try some Aussie-grown! We 
don’t grow for profit; we grow to allevi¬ 
ate the pain. Peace out! -Ravin Lunatic 

Ganja Gamers 

I’m a 24-year-old marijuana advocate 
from Austin, TX, studying graphic 
design. By night, I’m also the clan leader 


Future Miss High Times 

I’ve been enjoying your magazine and 
marijuana equally for a while now, and 
there’s nothing I would enjoy more than 
being a model for your magazine. If you 
could let me know where and how to 
submit my photos, I’d highly (tee-hee) 
appreciate it! -Christina 

You can sign up at misshightimes.com. Post your 
photos and let the stoner public decide. 

Vintage High Times 

I came across an issue of High Times 
that was stored in my father’s garage for 
years and was wondering if there were 
collectors out there looking for these 
older issues? I have a mint-condition 
volume VI (which I’m guessing is volume 
six). If you can give me any information 
about it, it would be greatly appreciated. 
-Robert A. 

Although we think all of our issues are priceless, 
most older issues regularly sell on eBay for no 
more than $20. $o don’t quit your day job. 
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MICHIGAN MUSCLE On September 7th, nearly 2,000 Michigan activists rallied on the lawn of 
the state capitol in Lansing, demanding that politicians respect the state’s medical marijuana 
law. It was the biggest rally for legal cannabis in state history. In 2008,63 percent of state voters 
endorsed legal medical marijuana. However, a recent Appeals Court ruling has put dispensary 
operators in legal jeopardy. It may take a State Supreme Court decision to undo the damage. 
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MAGICAL MENDO More pot comes out of the Emerald Triangle, consisting 
of Humboldt, Trinity, and Mendocino Counties in California, than any other 
region in the nation. In Mendo, where this emerald garden grows, marijuana 
drives approximately two-thirds of the county’s economy. Sounds like heavy 
industry at work. Thankfully, this one is truly green. 
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DRUG RUNNERS Graphic artist Ernie Cefalu designed the legendary packaging for Cheech and Chong’s 
Big Bambu album. For the comedy duo’s next release, he devised an elaborate drug trafficking theme. 
Differences in direction and content prevented the album’s release. Ernie shared this previously unpublished 
1972 photo, which would have been the album’s back cover. Cheech and Chong make their escape just 
ahead of the cops, with drugs and money in hand. See more of Ernie Cefalu at originalalbumcoverart.com. 
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DVD: Electric 
Daisy Carnival 

DJs, art installations and 
the dancer utopia p.26 



Medicine 

Community 
of Cannabis 


A doctor’s study of the 
plant & people at play p.32 




AVERY 
HAROLD 
& KUMAR 
CHRISTMAS 

In the third installment 
of their stoner saga, 
an estranged Harold 
and Kumar rekindle 
their friendship with 
the help of Santa Claus, 
1 Neil Patrick Harris 
1 and, of course, plenty 

o 

1 of weed. Bij Bobby Black 


When we last left our pothead protago¬ 
nists Harold and Kumar, they were get¬ 
ting their smoke on with their girlfriends 
in Amsterdam, so you might expect that 
this next film would begin with them 
high and happy. But as I learned from 
H&K creators Jon Hurwitz and Hayden 
Schlossberg, that’s 
very far from the case. 

“The new film 
picks up seven years 
later in the present day, and we find 
out that Harold and Kumar are no 
longer close ... they’ve grown apart, and 
we don’t know exactly why,” explains 
Hurwitz. “Harold is very successful—he 
and Maria are married and living in 
the suburbs, and he’s stopped smoking 
weed. Kumar, on the other hand, is still 
Kumar—he and Vanessa have broken up, 
so he’s living alone in the same apart¬ 
ment he used to share with Harold. He’s 
graduated med school but hasn’t become 
a doctor because he failed a drug test.” 

Instead of hanging out together, the 
guys each have new best friends now: 
Harold’s new pal Todd is a boring, 
neutered kind of guy (played by Reno 


91V s Tom Lennon), while Kumar’s new 
buddy is an annoying dude from down 
the hall named Adrian (played by College 
Humor’s Amir Blumenfeld). There’s a 
load of other guest stars, including the 
Wu-Tang Clan’s RZA, comedian Patton 
Oswalt and B-movie bad boy Danny 
Trejo, who plays Harold’s father-in-law. 

“He’s like the De Niro Meet the Parents 
character, but more intense and a bit rac¬ 
ist,” says Schlossberg. 

Having grown so far apart, what will it 
take for these two to reignite the flame of 
their friendship? 

“It’s the magic of Christmas,” Schloss¬ 
berg says. “That’s what brings them 
together: holiday spirit, as symbolized 
by a giant joint that Santa gives them.” 
That’s right, folks—in the H&K universe, 
even Santa is a stoner. 

“This is the first stoner Christmas 
movie,” Schlossberg explains. “It’s a 
melding of both worlds.” 

“We’re big fans of Christmas movies,” 
adds Hurwitz, “and we thought that the 
contrast of the H&K brand of humor 
mixed in with a genuine warm-and-fuzzy 
Christmas movie would be really fun and 
fulfilling for the fans.” 


Embracing the fans’ perspective was 
something the writers had in mind when 
they recruited the film’s director, Todd 
Strauss-Schulson. 

“I love the H&K movies. I saw the first 
one with my friends in college, baked 
out of my mind,” says Strauss-Schulson, 
a stoner himself. “I genuinely wanted to 
make this movie, because I’m that guy 
who’s going to get stoned on a Friday 
night and go see it, and I don’t want to 
see a shitty movie.” 

He even confesses to getting high 
while working on the film. “I wouldn’t be 
high during the day, but editing high is 
the best. I’d take cuts home, watch them 
stoned and write down ideas.” 


"In the history of movies, you’ve never 
seen anyone smoke weed in 3-D before. ” 







24 Entertainment 


High Times January 20lS 


« 


Having never tackled a full- 


length film before, the budding 
director was elated at the chance to 
apply his personal talents and influ¬ 
ences to the beloved franchise. 

“It was super exciting for me. I 
loved the idea that every vignette 
H&K walked into would look and 
feel like that genre. They meet a 
mobster, and that’s when I get to 
be Scorsese. There’s a Claymation 
sequence, and I get to be Tim Bur¬ 
ton. There’s a big musical number 
with Neil Patrick Harris, and I get to 
be Busby Berkeley.” 


“When we’re writing it, we think, 
‘What’s the craziest thing we can 
have Neil do?”’ Schlossberg says. “I 
think he enjoys the edginess, free¬ 
dom and weirdness of getting to do 
outrageous things that he can’t do 
on network TV or in The Smurfs .” 

Not only is H&K3 the first stoner 
Christmas movie—it’s also the first 
stoner movie ever shot in 3-D. 
“You’ve never seen anyone smoke 
weed in 3-D before,” gushes Strauss- 
Schulson. “Imagine if you could’ve 
seen Chong giving you a shotty in 
3-D! Well, that’s what we do—in the 



H&K3 director 
Todd Strauss- 
Schulson, with 
stars John Cho 
and Kal Penn. 


Ah, Neil Patrick Harris ... in the 
past two films, NPH has stolen a car, 
snorted cocaine from a stripper’s 
ass, branded a prostitute, ridden a 
unicorn while tripping on 
mushrooms, been blasted 
in the back with a shot¬ 
gun and risen from the 
dead. How much more 
over-the-top could his 
character possibly get? 

“This time he goes 
to Heaven, meets Jesus 
Christ and steals his 
topless girlfriends,” reveals Strauss- 
Schulson. “He’s telekinetic, tries to 
rape someone, abuses a robot... 
there was nothing we could ask him 
to do that he wasn’t down for.” 


first 30 seconds of the movie, Kumar 
and Patton Oswalt are smoking 
together and blowing smoking rings 
out into the audience.” 

“This is a very different 
type of 3-D experience,” 
Hurwitz affirms. “This 
isn’t Avatar!’ 

With a full trilogy now 
under their belts, will 
this be the last we see of 
the danktastic duo? Not 
according to Hurwitz. 
“Harold & Kumar is 
something very special to all of us,” 
he says. “As long as there are stories 
to tell and fun to be had, we’re all in.” 

A Very Harold & Kumar 3D Christmas 
is in theaters now. 


Scan here to watch the 
trailer for/) Very Harold & 
Kumar 3D Christmas. 
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Did The Karate Kid just steal my fucking car? 

Co-writer Jon Hurwitz told The New York Times that if Neil Patrick 
Harris had turned down his role in Harold <5 Kumar Go to White 
Castle, their second choice was Ralph Macchio, who, like Harris, 
was best known for a wholesome role. 


SHOWBUZZ 


Montel’s 
New Biz 

Montel Williams, one 

of America’s most 
prominent medical 
marijuana patients, has 
become the public face 
of the Abatin Wellness 
Center, a discreet and 
upscale dispensary 
in Sacramento, CA. 
Williams, who’s battled 
multiple sclerosis for 
years, also recently 
announced his involve¬ 
ment with a group 
seeking licenses to open 
another dispensary in 
Washington, DC, of the 
same name. 

Montel has been 
praised in many quar¬ 
ters for his outspoken 
support of medical 
marijuana. Not quite so 
praiseworthy, however, 
is his gig as a pitch¬ 
man for Money Mutual, 
which preys upon those 
in financial straits by 
promising quick and 
easy loans. The com¬ 
pany’s service record is 
littered with complaints 
and reports of rip-offs, 
though Money Mutual’s 
website touts its con¬ 
nection to Williams and 
states that he “associ¬ 
ates himself only with 
products that help peo¬ 
ple live better physically, 
spiritually, financially 
and emotionally.” 



Then stick to medi¬ 
cal marijuana, Montel. 


Tattletale 

Ambassador 

Nana Addo Dankwa 

Akufo-Addo is the 

standard-bearer for 
the New Patriotic Party 
in Ghana, a country 
considered 
one of the 
most stable 
democracies 
in Africa. The 
handpicked succes¬ 
sor of Ghana’s former 
president, Akufo-Addo 
was defeated in the 
2008 presidential race, 
though he plans to 
run again in 2012. But 
his baggage is grow¬ 
ing heavier: Political 
opponents charge that 
his party accepted 
campaign money from 
the country’s cocaine 
barons (Ghana is a 
major transshipment 
point for coke headed 
to Europe), and in a 
report on the 2008 elec¬ 
tions recently released 
by Wikileaks, the for¬ 
mer US ambassador to 
Ghana, Pamela Bridge- 
water, presciently 
wrote: “Akufo-Addo 
is respected for his 
intelligence, political 
family background, 
and broad government 
experience .... On the 
other hand, he has poor 
organizational skills 
and often comes across 
as arrogant and formal, 
which may not play 
well with many party 
activists and Ghanaian 
voters. His reputation 
as a womanizer and 
occasional marijuana 
smoker may also dam¬ 
age him politically.” 

Which means he’s 
not so different from 
many US politicians. 
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RHYMES & RESIN 

Humboldt County’s Potluck aim for the stoner soul. 


Look closely at any crowd of 
Potluck fans and you’ll see 
him, as clear as the tattoo 
on ITon’s right forearm: The 
Universal Soldier. He’s the 
slump-shouldered, bare¬ 
chested homie in the bucket 
hat leaning with the angular 
momentum clutching a mic as 
if his life depended on it. He 
could be any color, any reli¬ 
gion, any body. But he’s the 
man behind everything the 
Humboldt County-based hip 
hop crew has said and done 
ever since his appearance on 
the cover of their 2001 debut 
LP, Humboldt County High, 
and he’ll be a silent partner in 
all their successes and failures 
until the day ITon and his 


Strange Music and Suburban 
Noize, which released Pot- 
luck’s latest offering Rhymes 
8c Resin this past July. Every¬ 
one on the tour calls this bus 
home for now, and ITon and 
Underrated have to close the 
doors and turn on the fan so 
the rest of the crew doesn’t 
catch the vapors. It’s a far 
cry from the rolling redwoods 
and harvest aromas of 
their own home, but for now, 
it’ll do. 

“Humboldt is the Mecca 
of marijuana. It’s the capital 
of chronic. That’s a given,” 
ITon acknowledges. “But all 
the great things that you’d 
hope to see in a community 
based around marijuana 
are there. In Areata, where 
Humboldt State University is, 
no corporations are allowed 
within city limits, so it’s all 
mom-and-pop businesses. It’s 
beyond marijuana. That’s why 
I personally love Humboldt 
so much.” 

Before ITon and Under¬ 
rated started Potluck, they 
worked within the county’s 
local weed trade as growers 
and traffickers, and songs 
like “Shut The Fuck Up” from 

“We announce after every show: 

We don’t come here to perform for you; 
we come here to party with you.” 


partner/producer Underrated 
ash their last away. 

“The Universal Soldier 
is fighting for the voice of 
the independent, the voice 
of the underdog, the under¬ 
ground guy who never gets an 
opportunity to get out there,” 
indicates ITon as he submits 
his ink for inspection. “That’s 
what we always represent.” 

The road, of course, is an 
endless one. They’ve been on 
this particular one for two 
months now as part of a joint 
tour between Tech N9ne’s 


2009’s Pipe Dreams speak to 
the code of silence tradition¬ 
ally upheld by the region’s 
growers towards interlop¬ 
ers. Moreover, it gave them 
the extra time and money to 
develop their careers. Now 
that they’re out of the game, 
they look at the rise of stoner 


culture in stops around the 
country far more casually 
than their fans do. ITon 
observes, “When we leave 
outside of Humboldt, growing 
weed and smoking the most 
amount of weed, all these 
things are really glamorized. 
But when you’re from Hum¬ 
boldt, those are accepted, 
normal, everyday things.” 

Their experience also helps 
them see through the myths 
other stoners uncritically 
accept. The verses in Rhymes 
& Resin’s “Strains” playfully 
references several famous 
names (“215, not breaking 
the law/Coughing up phlegm 
again when I’m puffin’ Chem 
dog/Trying all the flavors like 
trial and error /Indica and 
sativa/Rl? Jack Herer.”) over 
a backing track composed 
of coughs, lighter clicks 
and bong bubbles. But ITon 
insists, “Because of medi¬ 
cal marijuana, strains have 
gotten more recognition than 
they really, I think, deserve. 
And a lot of times, the grower 
matters way more than the 
strain...if you get a hundred 
different growers to grow OG 
Kush, it’s gonna come out 
one hundred different ways. 
So if you give me a choice of 
picking a grower or picking a 
strain, I’m going to pick the 
grower.” 

At every show, ITon makes 
a point to drink at the bar 
and chill. That’s where the 
soldiers are stationed, and 
it’s ultimately where Potluck 
gets its marching orders. “We 
announce after every show: 
We don’t come here to per¬ 
form for you; we come here 
to party with you. That’s 
what we do all across the 
nation—kick it with fans who 
smoke, try growers’ different 
strains, drink beer with them 
and have fun. And that’s what 
we’re about.” Justin Hampton 


What’s in a name? 

“The name ‘Potluck’ doesn’t mean ‘a gathering with 
food,’ it refers to the multiple ethnic groups that joined 
together to make their albums, almost like a potluck 
of ideas instead of food from a collection of cultures.” 
-Underrated 
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UNSIGNED BAND 
OF THE MONTH: 

Tatanka 

Tatanka specializes in 
dub, progressive reggae 
and electro soundscapes. 
Heavy Caribbean drum- 
and-bass grooves provide 
the pulse for the party as 
the music invites you to 
get down and dirty. 

These Denver dub 
warriors released their 
first studio EP, Sounds in 
Technicolor, last year. The 
release has been dubbed 
“drum-and-bass music 
for a new generation” 
and offers a twist on new 
and old reggae riddims. 
Tatanka followed that up 
with a new full-length 
album entitled John Dun¬ 
bar last fall. 

The group has built 
a rapidly growing fan 
base in their hometown 
of Denver. This can be 
attributed to the diverse 
and unique sound that 
the band has developed 
over their years of play¬ 
ing together. Tatanka 



draws its audience from 
both the reggae and 
electronica crowds and, 
thanks to extensive tour¬ 
ing, is winning over new 
fans across the country. 
The band’s members— 
the Mexico, Malonestar, 
CHAMPian and Byrd— 
will continue bringing 
the Tatanka madness, 
coming soon to a city 
near you. 

For more on Tatanka, 
including audio samples 
and tour dates, check out 
hightimes.com/tatanka. 



Smoke out 
in Sin City. 


OPEN BORDERS 

Fool’s Gold mix Latin and African 
influences—not to mention some 
herbal spice—to create a new 
American pop sound. By John Payne 


On their eponymous debut 
album in 2009, LA beatboys 
Fool’s Gold surprised the indie- 
rock crowd with a bracing 
batch of jammy rock/pop tunes 
liberally laced with African, 
Latin and other worldly 
sounds. They’ve recently 
released their follow-up, Leave 
No Trace, a record far more 
focused on brief songs, tighter 
structures and a somewhat 
pared-down sound (the band 
was trimmed to five members 
from a one-time high of 15 
players). Leave No Trace is 
spaced-out but has hooks by 
the dozen, wicked strutting 
grooves, intensely atmospheric 
surfy streams, and evocative 
Krautrockian synth swathes. 

As a multiculturalist would say, 
it’s a melting pot of music. 

“The first album was really 
loose,” says guitarist Lewis 
Pesacov. “It was like, we know 
so many people in bands 
playing three-minute songs 
with lots of formulas, and we 
weren’t interested in anything 
like that. We were interested 
in jamming—just playing 14 
minutes, 20 minutes, on just 


one note. The first album was a 
compilation of those jams.” 

When Fool’s Gold came back 
from tour in December of last 
year, their label wanted them 
to make a record immediately, 
so band founders Pesacov and 
bassist Luke Top got on it right 
away. They headed out to the 
Mojave Desert, where they 


rented a house and spent from 
Christmas Day to New Year’s 
Eve doing nothing but con¬ 
ceptualizing new songs ... and 
smoking a little cannabis. 

“The house was in the 
middle of nowhere, 30 minutes 
to a grocery store. We came up 
with demos while we were out 
there, then brought them to 
the band and rehearsed them, 
then into the studio to record. 
The major difference is, it’s 
mostly sung in English rather 
than Hebrew.” 

“There are similarities and 
connections between many 
musics if you dig long and hard 
enough,” Top points out. “I see 


all music as a massive spec¬ 
trum that mixes folk traditions 
and Western pop and rock. 
We’re involved in a ping-pong 
dialogue with that world.” 

Even so, he adds, “you can’t 
escape who you are. We’re kids 
from LA; we like pop music, 
and we’d be lying if we didn’t 
submit to all of our influences.” 

“We were really stoned most 
of the time we were writing 
the new album,” Pesacov says 
with a laugh. “It was a way 
of allowing ourselves to try 
things that maybe we wouldn’t 
try. And to laugh at things 
that were musically funny. Or 
it can be serious—like on the 
song ‘Mammal,’ we had a drum 


beat and a riff, and we looped 
it, and Luke just sang in this 
altered state where he was 
really able to focus. Afterward, 
he said he felt like he was 
swimming through the song, 
discovering things as he swam 
through it. And that’s how he 
wrote the vocal melody. Smok¬ 
ing weed helps open up the 
palette to other colors.” 

“It enhances things,” Top 
puts in. “The first time I heard 
our album after making it, I 
smoked a bunch of weed, and I 
felt like I got to really hear the 
album for the first time. And 
it sounded incredible. I could 
hear it coagulate!”’ 


“(Marijuana) was a way of allowing ourselves 
to try things that maybe we wouldn’t try.” 
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DREAMING OF 
ELECTRIC SHEEP 


New movie shows life behind 
the velvet rope. 


The Electric 
Daisy Carnival 
Experience 

Directed by Kevin 
Kerslake 

(Insomniac) 


Take one fairly focused look at the world and you 
might think the party’s over. But you’d be wrong— 
it’s never been bigger. For a generation after the 
rave format emigrated to the States, the numbers 
for electronic dance music (EDM) “massives” 
swelled to populations the size of small cities. 

No individual promotion com¬ 
pany represents all of the volatile 
forces encapsulated in modern 
EDM more fully than Insomniac 
Productions in Los Angeles, 
whose flagship event, the Electric 
Daisy Carnival, boasts satellite 
parties throughout the country. And now Insomniac 
has released a new film by director Kevin Kerslake that 
captures the frenzy (an ill-advised decision made by 
prog-house producer Kaskade to bring a sound system 
to the documentary’s Hollywood premiere was enough 
to cause a mini-riot, clips of which are included in the 
DVD). But while there’s more than enough material 
for an important, even profound look at dance-music 
culture vis-a-vis this festival, this documentary isn’t it. 

The Electric Daisy Carnival planted a gargantuan, 
rainbow-hued amusement-park-cum-dancer-utopia in 
the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum for 15 years, with 
rides, acrobatics, art installations hot off the playa, and 
world-class DJs—until the death of 15-year-old Sasha 
Rodriguez (from an overdose of Ecstasy) and a nasty 
stampede at the carnival last year forced a move to 
Las Vegas. Yet, none of this is addressed in the film. 
Instead, we get an endless visual succession of DJ 
performances by Moby, deadmau5 and Swedish House 
Mafia, made complete by scantily clad, clown-faced 
go-go dancers—and an indulgent tribute to the late DJ 
AM. Missed opportunities abound here, but you do get 
will.i.am’s most inane interview ever, so there is that. 

Ultimately, festivals like EDC destroy the world and 
enrich it in equal measure. That’s what makes them so 
simultaneously vital—but a glorified infomercial like 
this will never confront that basic fact. Justin Hampton 


BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 



Jackpot: 

High Times, High 
Seas and the Sting 
that Launched the 
War on Drugs 

By Jason Ryan 

(Lyons Press) 


Author Jason Ryan pro¬ 
vides a well-researched 
account of Operation 
Jackpot, the Fort Sumter of 
the War on Drugs. The story 
begins on Florida’s southern 
tip—from there, a few 
good ol’ boys sail a boat to 
Jamaica, load it with bales 
of marijuana, and return 
home to instant wealth and 


a new lifestyle. The party 
then moves north to the 
marshy coastlands of South 
Carolina, where secret inlets 
(once used by blockade 
runners in the Civil War) 
provide clandestine points 
for unloading marijuana. 
The boats get bigger, the 
men get richer, and the Feds 
come knocking. Roiiergiri 



Los Angeles 
Stories 

Ry Cooder 

(City Lights Books) 


After 15 or so albums, 

' Ry Cooder is as legend¬ 
ary as the outlaws he sings 
about. He’s no longer the hot 
young guitarist who riffed 
with Mick Jagger, and he 
probably shouldn’t be start¬ 
ing a new career, but that’s 
exactly what he’s done here. 
Los Angeles Stories is a nifty 
collection of his finely tuned 


MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS 



War to Head 

Ape Machine 

(Ape Machine Music) 


Amidst all the hipster 
indie tameness of the 
Portland, OR, music scene, 
Ape Machine prove there’s 
still some Stoner salvation 
to be found. Mars Volta 
keyboardist Isaiah “Ikey” 
Owens, who also plays organ 
on four songs, produced 
War to Head, and it’s a more 
focused, less experimental 



Death’s 

Procession 

Saviours 

(Kemado) 


Over the last seven years, 
' Saviours’ alloy of mid- 
’80s thrash, classic ’70s rock 
and sludgy Black Sabbath 
throb has evolved to favor 
the latter two. Death’s Pro¬ 
cession, their fourth album, 
is definitely more weed than 
speed—good news for Ston¬ 
ers! Still, fat, thrashy, chug¬ 
ging riffs drive rippers like 



HonkeyKong 

Boots Electric 

(Dangerbird) 


Hollywood homeboy 
' Jesse Hughes fronts 
garage champs the Eagles of 
Death Metal, who abound 
in ludicrous references to 
all things dumbo rock’n’roll. 
A primo hook man and 
pop-detritus dumpster 
diver, Hughes now makes 
his glammy dance-rock 
solo debut as Boots Electric 


fiction, in which he pays 
homage to the city he loves 
and hates in nearly equal 
measure. Cooder’s memories 
spring from the pages of 
Los Angeles Stories like the 
plaintive notes of a bluesy 
slide guitar. Word for word, 
his funky noir city seems 
more real than the LA of 
2012. Jonah Raskin 


release than Ape Machine’s 
last LP. “Hold Your Tongue” 
echoes early King Crimson 
and establishes vocalist 
Caleb Heinze as a postmod¬ 
ern Ozzy. The band continue 
to wear their Me Decade 
influences proudly on their 
bongwater-soaked sleeves 
with a cover of Deep Purple’s 
“Black Night.” Mark Miller 

“Crete’n” and “Gods End,” 
and the stellar Thin Lizzy- 
style twin guitar solos for 
which this band is known 
are, thankfully, everywhere. 
Other notable tracks include 
“Fire of Old,” with its spare 
lead, and the wrenching 
instrumental “Earth’s Pro¬ 
cession & Death’s Progres¬ 
sion.” Polly Watson 

with this hectic stomp of an 
album, wherein ELO and 
T. Rex hump Funkadelic, 
Ultravox and the Big Bopper. 
“Boots Electric Theme” and 
“I Love You All the Thyme” 
include synth squinks, 
buzz guitars and big, fat 
beats alongside bells, steam 
organs, violin solos and 
warped special FX. John Payne 
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A ganja field spreads 
across a Jamaican 
hillside. 


JAMAICA’S CULTURE 
OF MEDICINE 

Forty years ago, researcher Melanie Dreher 
traveled to Jamaica to focus on the culture 
of ganja. What she witnessed radically 
changed her perspective. Moreover, her 
insights—revealed in a series of letters 
to a colleague—are amazingly prescient 
as our community seeks substantiation 
of the benefits of cannabis. 


woman called ganja “the king of 
herbs.” 

So far, only one or two people 
have refused to meet with me. 
Everyone else has been amazingly 
generous and trusting. A lot of 
people are giving me ganja as a 
gift. My thinking about marijuana is 
changing drastically as I explore its 
role in the context of Jamaican cul¬ 
ture. It’s not just recreational. The 
ritual and medicinal uses are nor¬ 
malized and widespread, in both 
sexes and throughout all classes. 
Yet, in spite of its widespread use 
and integration with the culture, 
criminal penalties are severe. 

Right now, my big problem is 
trying to find working-class men 
under the age of 50 who do not 
smoke ganja. Recruiting a matched 
sample for the clinical studies may 
take longer than we thought. 

SEPTEMBER 3,1971 

Dear L— 

I finally landed in a heavily popu¬ 
lated, but rural, community that 
services a sugar estate. Hundreds 
of men are employed to cut and 
load sugar cane as wage laborers. 
Since the estate keeps track of all 
the cane each man cuts—this is 
how they’re paid-it will allow me to 
correlate ganja smoking with physi¬ 
cal productivity, controlling for age, 
experience, etc. I’ll also be able to 
explore the use of ganja teas and 
tonics in a place where there are 
many households without women. 
Greater access to Rastafarian 
men and their families also looks 
promising. 


Jamaicans take 
a smoke break 
while in the fields. 


JULY 30,1970 

Dear L— 

I’m beginning to think I am not your 
best choice for this project. I’ve 
never smoked anything in my life, 
and I’m coughing through every 
interview [smile]. The men in the 
village are very patient, though, 
and willing to answer all my ques¬ 
tions. Even the Rastafarians don’t 
seem to mind that I don’t smoke, 
but they’re eager to let me know 
that “woman nah ha’ de brain fe 
smoke herb.” 

Of course, smoking it is the 
sacrament for Rastas, but even the 
non-Rastas have a very high regard 
for the substance and are often 
critical of the recreational use in 
the US—“a serious plant, dis”—and 
often are critical of the Americans 
who come to Jamaica to use it to 
laugh and act “stupid.” All of the 
men reported using it to “reason” 
with other men, and several said 
that they would not smoke with 
those who could not “control dem- 
selves.” I’m more convinced every 
day these men have a story to tell 
about marijuana that needs to be 
heard in the US. I hope I can do that 
for them. 

However, the real surprise for 
me is the extensive household 
medicinal use. I spent most of last 
week, on the advice of the men. 


meeting with women who don’t 
smoke it (unless they smoke with 
their husbands or boyfriends in a 
pre-sexual context), but use ganja 
routinely in the form of teas and 
tonics. They make ganja tea for 
just about every health problem 
imaginable, including colds, fevers, 
headaches, intestinal pain, coughs, 
asthma and glaucoma. They also 
give it to children for a variety of 
complaints, including teething and 
colic. (When given to babies and 
small children or infants, they steep 
only a leaf or two in hot water.) 


They also make a “tonic” by 
pouring white rum over uncured 
leaves in a bottle (although I later 
heard that it doesn’t matter) and 
then bury it in the ground for a 
couple weeks. When it’s unearthed, 
the tonic has a bright green color; 
it’s administered by the drop or 
teaspoon. It’s used like the tea, but 
requires less preparation. Several 
women also use the ashes or the 
leaves in a poultice to heal a sore 
or a burn. It’s all part of a rich tradi¬ 
tion of herbal remedies that local 
people know about, although one 
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JANUARY 3,1972 

Dear L— 

This was my first holiday season in 
Jamaica, and I will trade the shop¬ 
ping frenzy in New York for curried 
goat, good rum and “sound system” 
dances any day. I’ve delayed my 
move back to my first community 
and am adding a third commu¬ 
nity to my comparison, a fishing/ 
farming village near the estate. In 
addition to being great fishermen, 
they grow a lot of cane, which they 
sell to the estate instead of working 
as laborers. I think the comparison 
of how they use ganja during work 
will be interesting. On the estate, 
the workers smoked ganja—often 
provided by supervisors-similar 
to a coffee break in our culture. It’s 
relaxation, but with stimulation to 
get back to work. This sure isn’t 
consistent with the so-called “amo- 
tivational syndrome” that accounts 
for students allegedly dropping out 
of college when they smoke ganja. 

It was great that you could visit 
last month when you were at the 
University of the West Indies. By 
the way, I’m not surprised that 
the ganja smokers did better on 
the psychological [tests] than the 
non-smokers; the 5 percent of 
working-class men who don’t inte¬ 
grate ganja smoking into their work 
and recreational life already are a 
little suspect. It’s good that you’re 


“On the estate, 
the workers 
smoked ganja- 
often provided 
by super visors- 
similartoa 
coffee break 
in our culture.” 


interpreting these results in relation 
to the culture. Smoking ganja is so 
much a part of male social life here: 
like having a beer with friends after 
work in our culture. I’m not sure it’s 
really comparable to what is going 
on in North America. 


JUNE 30,1972 

Dear L— 

I finally found a place to board 
back in my first village. It was like 
coming home. The very Jamai¬ 
can wood house is in the village, 
but high enough up to be cool at 
night and not so buggy. A lot of 
the farmers grow ganja on their 
“grounds” located at some distance 
from the village. (I’m getting better 
at keeping up with these guys as 
they walk to their gardens each 
day.) I’m learning a lot about the 
production side as it is grown deep 
in the interior, usually inaccessible 


by vehicle. From what I can see, 
the farmers assume all the risk 
for the least returns. Most of them 
begin to sleep in their gardens 
toward the end of the growth cycle 
because of poachers. Two farmers 
reported being held at gunpoint 
while “Kingston men” loaded the 
ganja in their vehicle and drove 
away without any payment. Of 
course, these farmers can’t go to 
the police. One of the growers told 
me that his wife packs their ganja 
in the bottom of her market basket 
when she goes to Kingston to sell 
produce. She delivers it to the same 
trusted vendor and brings home 
more money for her ganja sales 
than from all the onions, carrots, 
peas, thyme, etc. Despite the risk, 
this is their best chance to have 
enough money to buy a piece of 
land, build a little house, and send 
their children to school and maybe 
even university. 


OCTOBER 15,1972 

Dear L- 

I’ve decided to finish my work 
and come home right after the 


holidays. I could stay here forever 
and collect data, but it’s time to 
start writing if I want to finish a 
dissertation before I collect Social 
Security. There are definitely things 
I would like to explore in greater 
detail if I ever get to come back 
here. I really want to know more 
about the impact of ganja tea on 
children-particularly their school 
performance, but also on their abil¬ 
ity to participate in the household 
economy. 

I’d like to know more about 
medicinal use in general; it may 
be folk-derived, but it really 
works! Somebody should be look¬ 
ing at this—even if it’s not me. 

If someone asks me at a cocktail 
party what I’ve been doing the past 
two years, I would have to say I’ve 
been learning about the culture of 
ganja in Jamaica. This is not just 
about the physiological or psycho¬ 
logical effects of a substance on 
individuals who live in Jamaica. It’s 
about the relationship between 
a plant and a human society in 
so many dimensions: work, play, 
health and religion. ^ 



About the author 

Melanie Dreher, Ph.D., M.Phil., MA, BS, is dean of the 
Department of Community Systems and Mental 
Health Nursing at Rush University in Chicago. 


BRIEFS 

THCInjection 

Inspection 

Experimental intrave- 
' nous administration 
of THC resulted in only a 
low percentage of minor 
adverse effects in human 
subjects according to a 
13-year review of clinical 
trial data published in 
the journal Psychophar¬ 
macology. 

The US Department 
of Veterans Affairs 
conducted the review of 
eleven separate studies 
evaluating 266 partici¬ 
pants (14 schizophrenia 
patients and 252 healthy 
subjects—76 of whom 
were regular pot smok¬ 
ers). They were adminis¬ 
tered a total of 351 active 


THC injections and 226 
placebo infusions, with 
one year of follow-up 
research on each sub¬ 
ject. Of those, there was 
only one “serious event” 
and 70 “minor adverse 
events” involving 9.7 
percent of the patients 
and 7.4 infusions. Nausea 
and dizziness were the 
most often reported side 
effects and mostly asso¬ 
ciated with increased 
injection rates (every 
two to five minutes) and 
higher doses, leaving 
researchers to conclude, 
“... risk to subjects is 
relatively low.” 

Even longer-term data 
was gathered on 149 of 
the subjects; 94 percent 
of those (both users and 
non-users) reporting no 
change in their desire to 


use or not use cannabis, 
with 18 percent of actual 
users decreasing their 
pot intake and three 
percent reporting their 
pot use increased over 
the years. 

TheDNA 

ofP-O-T 

It’s finally been 

accomplished; 

Kevin McKernan, who 
previously worked on 
the Human Genome 
Project—the global 
research initiative 
to identify and map 
the body’s estimated 
20,000-plus genes, 
which was completed 
in 2003—has sequenced 
the entire genome of the 
Cannabis sativa plant. 
(The genome is a given 
organism’s complete 


hereditary information, 
as encoded in its DNA.) 
Inspired by reports 
of cannabis’s role in 
shrinking tumors, 
McKernan founded 
Medicinal Genomics 
in 2010. At a cost of 
$200,000, his company 
went to work unlocking 
the genetic sequence of 
the coveted Chem- 
dog strain. When 
this raw data is 
properly organized 
into a fully coher¬ 
ent genome, the info 
can be utilized in a num¬ 
ber of ways, including 
the ability to generate 
new strains. 

With the pot genome 
fully sequenced, indi¬ 
vidually targeted genes 
can now be “turned on” 
or “turned off” using the 


techniques of molecu¬ 
lar biology. Medicinal 
Genomics promises 
to deliver such results 
via “genome-directed 
breeding.” It should 
be noted that many of 
these techniques have 
already been utilized 
for years by cultivators 
and research scientists, 
but with the entire 
DNA sequence 
of pot finally 
mapped out, 
genetic manipula¬ 
tion is that much 
easier. For better and for 
worse, this also means 
that those opposed to 
marijuana’s intoxicat¬ 
ing effects will be better 
equipped to accentuate 
its therapeutic capabili¬ 
ties while lessening its 
psychoactive properties. 
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Patricia Spottedcrow 



NOT OKAY IN OK 

25-year-old mother of four 
receives 10-year prison sentence 
for selling $31 worth of weed. 


The tragic tale of Patricia Spottedcrow is a particularly 
wretched example of Oklahoma’s Draconian pot laws. 
Spottedcrow, 25, was sentenced to spend 10 years in 
prison for selling marijuana to a police informant on 
two separate occasions in late 2009 and early 2010—for 
a grand narcotrafficking total of $31. 

Spottedcrow and her 50-year-old mother, who was 
also arrested, turned down a plea bargain that involved 
serving two years apiece over concerns, Spottedcrow 
said, for her mother’s health. Instead, the two entered 
“blind pleas” (i.e, pleading guilty with no prior sentenc¬ 
ing arrangements) and, as first-time nonviolent offend¬ 
ers, hoped for probation. However, Kingfisher County 
Associate District Judge Susie Pritchett handed Spotted¬ 
crow a decade-long sentence that she later described to 
the Tulsa World as “lenient” because the defendant was 
running “an extensive operation.” (Imagine if she’d sold 
$35 worth of pot!) Fortunately, her mother was given a 
30-year suspended sentence so she could raise Patricia’s 
four small children. 

Spottedcrow, an unemployed former nursing assis¬ 
tant, had turned to marijuana sales to support her 
family and now will miss seeing her children grow up 
at least until 2014, which is the earliest she’s eligible for 
parole. 



Life Advice (from Supermodels) 

Dutch supermodel Lara Stone recently weighed 
in on the issue of getting high in Holland: “You just 
buy it and smoke it, and that’s a good idea. Why 
not? I used to smoke so much pot when I was 
living here. That’s why I can’t remember so much!” 


BRIEFS: 


Evil Bongs of OZ 


. Despite the popu¬ 
larity of bongs in 
Australia—they’re even 
sold in gas stations—the 
government of Victoria 
(Australia’s most densely 
populated state) plans to 
outlaw water pipe para¬ 
phernalia in 2012. Men¬ 
tal Health Minister Mary 
Wooldridge introduced 
legislation in Parlia¬ 
ment intending to close 
the loophole previously 
permitting retail shops 
to sell bongs by display¬ 
ing a “Tobacco Use Only” 
sign. Wooldridge wants 
to end the “mixed mes¬ 
sage” wherein marijuana 
is illegal, yet bongs are 
openly sold. Austra¬ 
lian Drug and Alcohol 
Research director Paul 
Dillon told Adelaide Now 
banning bongs will do 
little to curtail pot use— 
one-third of Victorians 
have tried it—and users 
will simply turn to other 
alternatives. Aussies who 
covet water filtration can 
still buy traditional hoo¬ 
kahs and nargiles, 
which won’t be dis¬ 
played but can still 
be purchased 
legally. 





Bongs are 
out in 2012. 
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MUNCHIES 


MORNING 

MANGU MOJO 

Caribbean Wake 
and Bakefast. 

During the excruciatingly cold 
winter of 2009-10, while my 
NYC and New Jersey friends 
and family were avoiding 
black ice and yellow snow, 

I was the detestable bitch 
in the middle of a 10-month 
stretch in the beautiful, sunny 
northern coastal town of 
Cabarete in the Dominican 
Republic. 

Though I was there to 
write (and definitely put in 
my hours), the rum flowed at 
the hip clubs that lined the 
beach and blasted all types 
of dance music in flashes of 
rainbow-colored strobe lights. 

MEDICAL MANGU 

Vi stick or so (preferably a little 
over) of unsalted butter 
Vb oz marijuana shake or 
ground-up buds 
4 green (unripe) plantains 
2 tbspoil 

2 large white onions 
1 tbsp red wine vinegar 
1 cup cold water 
V/> tspsalt 

Melt all of the butter in a dou¬ 
ble-boiler over low heat. Add the 
marijuana and stir occasionally 
for 45 minutes. If you smell any 
toastiness, immediately remove 
it from the heat and set aside. 
Strain butter through a cheese 
cloth to remove plant matter. 

An easy way to peel the 
plantains is to slice them in half 
lengthwise and then across so 
you can pop them from the tough 
skin. Place the plantain pieces 
in a pot and cover with water, 
adding a pinch of salt for each 
plantain being boiled (so, in this 


This is where I scored my 
weed and spent so many 
memorable nights—and just 
as many forgotten ones— 
with an ever-changing cast of 
new friends from around the 
world. 

While there were rare 
occasions when I’d score 
something from the inland 
Santiago region, where 
the red clay and soil mix is 
conducive to long, dense, red- 
haired buds, for the most part 
it was Jamaican or Colombian 
brick. 

The pot laws are brutal in 
the DR, so I didn’t smoke any 
weed on the beach. I stuck to 
enjoying blunts and incense 
in my apartment and, when 
I finally started getting local 
prices, to making ganja dishes 
for myself and my friends. 

Mangu is one of my 
favorite Dominican break¬ 
fast foods, period—but 
when I added every last iota 
extracted out of that flaky 
brick weed into this filling, 
energy-packed dish, I’d get 
a yummy high that lasted 
for miles of stung-over (as in 
“stoned/hung-over”) powdery- 
beachcombing and sparkling 
blue ocean. -Mary Ought Six 


recipe, four pinches). When the 
plantain pieces are tender to the 
tines of a fork, remove from heat. 

While the plantains boil, heat 
the oil in a frying pan. Saute the 
sliced onions with a teaspoon of 
salt and the red wine vinegar. 
Once the onions are tender and 
translucent with a buen aroma, 
set them aside. Take the plantains 
from the water and begin mash¬ 
ing them with a fork. Gradually 
add the marijuana-infused butter 
(while it’s still soft) and the cold 
water. Continue mashing until 
the consistency is smooth. Plate 
up your wake-and-bake test and 
top with the onions. This dish 
is dank when also served with 
huevos frito (fried eggs), queso 
frito (fried cheese—try to find the 
firm, white Dominican queso de 
freir and slice it thin, then dip 
in flour or cornstarch and fry in 
oil until golden in color), and/or 
some fried slices of hard salami. 
Stones 4. 


















ORGANICS 


iBMBMiBIM 


DISCREET SHIPPING! 


/ grodan 




LUMATEK 

i ■ .-.,- [ - : T-g r»T' ij 


OAKlON 

H t T * ID i W T 1 

(j^M^ eoNTROf 


KL ONI secrei jaroin 

& CLONEX 

^1111 iy^ent* 

H ydrolog ic ^BOTfinicfiRi) (| 


%mw 

wrm 


mboutt 

®rs 


TRIMPOO 


V 


AND 

MANY MORE! 

























40 Internet 


High Times January 2012 



WORLD'S FINEST 
PLANT NUTRIENTS 


DR. HORNBY RECOMMENDED 


■■pn 

Mini qm 


I ’ 


SO ® 


i»n#i9hh " " "IsiUH'i ^ mpuiifh 

KB- -K. p . 


rn'iMrae- 1.866.913.4769 email info@mygrcanpJanet.com 
www. myg re en p lanet. co m 



BUDDY LIST 

From the latest pot news to our very 
first issue, High Times thrives online. 

ft Free Weed from Danny Danko 

In his new potcast, High Times Senior Cultivation Editor and 
author Danny Danko provides news, activist reports, interviews 
and cannabis cultivation tips for connoisseurs, aficionados and 
medical patients alike. 

Follow Danny on Twitter (@DannyDanko) and send him your questions at 
#freeweed. Listen and subscribe to the show at hightimes.com/freeweed. 

ft The High Times Email Newsletter 

The latest way to keep up with your favorite pot magazine is 
actually pretty old-school: email. Sign up and we’ll send weekly 
cannabis updates—including photos, news, activism, videos, 
event information and more—directly to your inbox. 

You can sign up for the HT email newsletter at hightimes.com. 

ft High Times Classic Issue Downloads 

Classic issues of High Times are now available for your iPad 
or computer. Check out High Times’ most iconic issues of all 
time—including our classic premiere issue, our equally classic 
second issue, our first Bob Marley and Cheech & Chong issues, 
and the Snoop Dogg “Stoner of the Year” issue. 

Go to hightimes.com/topissues to download your copy of each. 

ft Activist Campus of the Month 

At a conservative school, in a conservative city, in a conserva¬ 
tive state, Students for Sensible Drug Policy members now com¬ 
prise nearly one-third of the University of Houston’s student 
legislature—a reality we made happen by forming a political 
party on campus with groups that were our natural allies. On 
Election Day, our party won a majority in the senate, and sev¬ 
eral SSDP members were appointed to the University Commit¬ 
tee on Substance Abuse and Prevention, which for the first time 
will be committed to implementing policies of rehabilitation 
and recovery instead of incarceration and eviction. Michael McHugh 
Learn more at hightimes.com/ssdp. 
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Miss January 2012 

name: Cassandara profile: Cassativa 
AGE: 21 city: St. Petersburg, FL 
occupation: Army vet, budtender 












420 Scope" 

Everyone wants the best herb. And the 420 Scope Is 
how everyone compares herb and inspects the 
trichorrves. 


Quality cannabis isn't cheap. Why are you keeping yours in a 
baggie? 420 Jars are the very best in glass storage We offer 
more styles and designs and use the highest quality glass 
available. Satisfaction guaranteed. 


NEW! 420 Preserve 

We're putting technology from the 
food & beverage industry into your 
hands for herbal storage. 

Simply spray our custom blend ol 
all-natural gases into a jar to prevent 
oxidation. This keeps herb fresh tor 
months! 

These FDA-Approved gases are safe 
lor the earth and all cts creatures, 
Including you, 


Everyone passes their pipes to share herb with 
friends, but they're also sharing everyone's germs. 
420 Wipes sterilize the mouthpiece and kill the germs. 


* 420 St 


RezBIock 

There’s nothing quite like RezBIock. Father than 
cleaning resin from a dirty waterpipe, it prevents 
resin from building up in the first place. 



SCAN FOR 
420 PRESERVE 
DEMO 


420 Science was founded by cannabis enthusiasts for cannabis 
enthusiasts. We pride ourselves on creating unique, high quality 
products that make your life easier and fun. Our customers love 
our dedication to providing excellent customer service and fast, 
discreet shipping. All of our products come with a money back 
guarantee; it you're not happy with it, well take it back, no 
questions asked. 


lacetwok.com/420Sclence twitter, com/420SC: e 'ice F i ee420daf s.oom 



420 Science 5 

420Sdence.com 
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THMQ 


Master Kush has 
nice, dense buds 
covered in sticky trichs. 
Sweet tasting from the 
first hit to the last. Perfect 
combo between head and 
body, and it seems to 
last forever...” 
-Lemoore, CA 
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“Great bud is 
popping up all over 
NC. Whoever is 
growing this locally 
should be elected 
to Congress!” 
-Statesville, NC 



*4 


JACK 

HERER 

$317 


HAZE 

$295 




INDEX WATCH 


Prices by the ounce 


After hitting a year-low average of $328 in December, the US 
Price Index kicked off the new year by dropping an additional 
$12. The Mids Index also fell (by $6), while the Kind Index 
finished slightly above its previous month’s average. Both 
indices finished January below their 2011 averages. 


US Price Index 

YTD Average: $316 



Kind Index 

YTD Average: $401 
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Mids Index 

YTD Average: $258 


Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan 


Schwag Index 

YTD Average: $122 
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‘In Rochester, 
reggiesandmidsl 
basically fallen by the 
wayside with the sudden 
influx of people' 
have med card&ands 
think they’ll grow the 
best strain.” 
-Rochester, Ml 
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TRANS HIGH MARKET QUOTATIONS 

STATE 

CITY 

STRAIN 

PRICE 

Arizona 

Phoenix 

Hindu Kush 

$300 



Chemdog 

350 



Green Crack 

325 

Arkansas 

Paron 

OG Kush 

300 

California 

Lemoore 

Master Kush 

220 


San Jose 

XJ-13 

260 



Space Queen 

250 

Colorado 

Colorado Springs 

White Russian 

240 



Super Lemon Haze 

240 



Strawberry Cough 

230 

Florida 

Pensacola 

Durban Poison 

375 

Georgia 

Athens 

Blue Dream 

400 



Green Crack 

400 

Idaho 

Moscow 

Blueberry 

225 

Indiana 

Bloomington 

Northern Lights 

325 


Terre Haute 

Kushberry 

350 

Maryland 

Baltimore 

Mids 

125 

Michigan 

Ann Arbor 

Purps 

450 


Detroit 

Sour Diesel 

450 



Granddaddy Urkel 

450 



OG Kush 

300 


Rochester 

Bubblegum 

400 

Montana 

Missoula 

Big Buddha Cheese 

200 



Northern Lights 

150 

Nebraska 

Lincoln 

Purps 

475 



Diesel 

425 

North Carolina 

Conover 

Jack Herer 

350 


Statesville 

Super Lemon Haze 

350 



Crimea Blue 

350 

Ohio 

Mansfield 

Blue Dream 

430 



Bubba Kush 

400 

Oregon 

Eugene 

Kush 

150 


La Pine 

Diesel 

200 



Bubblegum 

200 

Rhode Island 

Providence 

Chocolate Chunk 

350 



Strawberry Diesel 

380 

Tennessee 

Cookeville 

Blue Dream 

350 



Maui Wowee 

350 


Nashville 

Commercial 

110 



White Widow 

600 

Texas 

Houston 

Jack Herer 

280 



Snowcap 

300 

Utah 

Ogden 

Romulan 

300 



Purple Afghan 

250 



Sour Diesel 

250 

Washington 

Seattle 

Purps 

200 

West Virginia 

Morgantown 

Sour Diesel 

370 

INTERNATIONAL 

Canada 

Ottawa 

M-39 

C$150 

(prices listed in 


Blueberry 

160 

Canadian dollars) 


Jack Herer 

180 



Grapefruit 

180 


Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan 


l/l/e want to know what you're smoking! 

Submit your strain information, including location 
and price by the ounce, to thmq@hightimes.com. 


1: 


“(Green 

Crack) smells like 
cough medicine, has a 
fruity taste, and leaves 
you in a deep stone.” 

-Athens, GA 
























































go Co www.purfrBflLcam and enle-r the code 
beiow for .3 10% chsounl cm your next 
purchase _ euTeB m 


HTB1311 


For more information about 
our full line of Puresef" products 


*not for human consumption 


call us at 855.473.9957 

















* Barney’s Farm Goodie Bagi 


* 5 days of LIVE entertainment at Barney’s Uptown 


* Tickets to alt High Times®Concerts at the Melkweg 


TRAVEL 


SINCE 


1 


AMI limited 

s Pa«? Remaining] 
Don't leave it 
too late. 

Call NOW! 


BARNEY’S 

FA 

www.barneysfarm.com 


Barney’s Farm & CS Travel 

Present the Cannabis Cup®Liberty Tour 2011 


VIP Packages to Amsterdam: 

* Round-trip Airfare 


*18 Choices of Hotel Accommodations 


* Transport to/from the Airport 

* On Site Tour Representative 

* Fantastic discounts at all Barney’s Stores 


* CS Travel Reps in Amsterdam will be on hand 24 hours a day for YOU. 


Book on-line 24 hours a day at www.cstravel.org 

or Call 1.800.816.1846 


































ACQUISITION OF LIVE CANNABIS SEEDS IS ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STATES I PAYABL 



A If TO - FLOWERING 


AUTO - FLOWERING 


Little Cheese Pineapple Express Tangerine Dream Vanilla Kush 


Blue Cheese 


Pineapple Chunk Red Cherry Berry Amnesia Leman 


Morning Clary Night Shade 
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Violator Kush 


Crimea Blue 
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Premium Hydroponic Balias! 


Simplicity and Performance, 
wheFe qua lily stands for ilself. 


1 5 YEAR WARRANTY |3y^ar hi i-Syser o'o-'aled'i 
* 50% I 75% I 100% I t10% E>rtima±3le 
- Wire Core 120V 1 240V Compatible 
1 Operales bath HIPS and MH lamps 


Resettable drcurt braakerfar short circuit protection 
Resin-sealed case for completely sited operation 
Circuil board designed (or batter heat dissipation 
Detachable power card for easy change over 


tupyiyftt 3011 LiigWtfsj* Hydrcpartc Ire. All nghis v: 


• q www.ieMightings.Gom 


.. . pfomOT^ld-tighllnfi^.cmr. Plvir-. + 1 909 34 B 7304 
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Hardest-Working Strain 

Xl The backbone of so many 
T\ modern-day strains, NL5 x 
Haze is Sensi Seed Bank’s cross 
of Northern Lights #5 and the 
formidable Haze. The resulting 
strain achieves a perfect balance: 
It’s both classic and new, with the 
sweetness of the Northern Lights 
and the tang of the Haze blend¬ 
ing into a rich, robust smoke that 
provides a nearly psychedelic and 
supremely uplifting high. And 
arthritis sufferers take note: Anec¬ 
dotal evidence indicates that the 
NL5 x Haze is useful in treating 
the ailment. 


Biggest Joint 

It made its appearance at the 
' Seattle Hempfest in 2008: 
Approximately three feet long and 
six inches wide, this uber-joint was 
crafted using 10 rolls of E-Z Wider 
rolling papers, a bucketful of 
Blueberry and a cardboard paper- 
towel roll as the filter. Among the 
hundreds of Hempfest attendees 
who partook of its glory were HT’s 
own Bobby Black, NORML founder 
Keith Stroup and the late, great 
Jack Herer. 

Most Confusing 
Legal Ruling 

The Supreme Court ruled in 


ill! 


1994 that if you get caught 


Most 

Moronic 

Fearmongering 



\“\ now have 
[ absolute 
\ proof that 
| smoking 
I even one 
| marijuana 
: cigarette is 
j equal in brain 
j damage to 
j being on 
j Bikini Island 
\ during an 
; H-bomb 
j blast.” 

—President 
\ Ronald Reagan 



with a pipe used for smoking 
pot, you’re in possession of “drug 
paraphernalia”—but if you’ve been 
using Grandpa’s pipe to get high, 
you’re in the clear. It all depends 
on the pipe: If it’s colorful and 
made of glass, you’ve committed 
a crime; if it’s a classic briar or 
corncob pipe, you’re okay. That’s 
because it’s the pipe that mani¬ 
fests the criminal intent, with the 
high court ruling that criminal¬ 
ity “objectively” resides in the 
product’s likely use rather than the 
defendant’s state of mind. Unfor¬ 
tunately, you’ll still be the one who 
goes to jail—not the pipe. 

Dumbest Pot Bust 

■• V A young couple in Callaway, FL, 

' was charged with possession 
with intent to deliver as well as 
possession of drug paraphernalia. 
The cops ended up searching their 
home after responding to a call 
that the couple themselves had 


made—apparently, someone broke 
into their place and made off with 
a quarter-pound of weed, and they 
wanted the cops to get it back so 
they could sell it. Good thinking, 
dumbasses. 

Oddest Name For 
a Non-Pot Product 

Do you need Kush Sup¬ 
port? No, not a constant, 
unfettered supply of top-grade 
buds—Kush Support is a device 
for women who sleep on their 
sides. It’s a high-quality plastic 
thingamajig that’s placed between 
the breasts to promote comfort 
and alignment, relieve pressure on 
delicate tissues and prevent cleav¬ 
age wrinkles. 

Best TV Show 

f A_ When High Times celebrated 
i its 25th anniversary, we 
named The Twilight Zone and 
The Simpsons as the top stoner 



Scan here to watch 
Bobby take a hit from the 
world’s largest joint! 


Get the free mobile app: 

www.gettag.mobi 


Eat your heart out, Cheech & Chong! 


Bobby Black 
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TV shows of all time. But not any 
more: AMC’s Breaking Bad, which 
chronicles the exploits of a cancer- 
stricken high-school chemistry 
teacher turned meth kingpin, is 
positively addictive—with more 
startling twists and turns, both 
comic and horrific, than you’ll see 
on-screen anywhere in the broad¬ 
casting universe. In fact, we’ll go 
so far as to say that it’s the best TV 
show ever, stoner or not. Making 
audiences root for a dude who 
produces this poison is downright 
subversive—and we can’t wait for 
the next episode. 


Coolest Grow Op 

Si Batman’s got nothing on these 

* guys: In December 2005, the 
authorities raided a million-dollar 
vacation home in the woodlands 
of Tennessee. The house was 
empty, but in the garage they 
discovered a hidden door that led 
to a series of underground caves 
as long as a football field that con¬ 
tained a “shockingly” sophisticated 
hydro operation. The growrooms 
held 1,000 plants and generated 
12 to 14 crops per year—for an 
estimated $6 million to $8 million 
annually. The pot bunker also 
included full living quarters and 
a concealed escape hatch, the top 
of which was disguised as a large 
rock in the yard. 


Best Stoner Rock Band 

a Queens of the Stone Age 
arose from the ashes of their 
stoner rock progenitors, Kyuss, to 
deliver their eponymously titled 
1998 debut, which blew the doors 
open for the multitude of grunge- 
sludged, psych-metal proponents 
that followed in their wake. 


Most Effective Pot 
Activist 


j Every political movement 
^ needs an elder statesman, 
someone whose deep and abiding 
commitment commands respect 
and provides inspiration to all 
those who join the cause. Our com¬ 
munity has Dr. Lester Grinspoon, 
associate professor emeritus at 
Harvard Medical School. The 
author of Marihuana Reconsidered 
and Marihuana: The Forbidden 
Medicine, Dr. Grinspoon has long 
since retired from teaching, but at 




Disguised as a rock, this door led to 


an underground grow op, the coolest 


garden we’ve ever come across. 


Top Pot 
Heroes 


|| Who else but 
O the late, great 
Jack Herer, the 
granddaddy of the 
modern marijuana 
movement, and 
Dennis Peron.the 
premier medical- 
pot pioneer? 


i “Here I was 
i trained in 
j science and 
\ medicine 
\ and had to 
I discover 
I that I had 
j been brain- 
\ washed like 
j every other 
\ American.” 

-Dr. Lester 

Grinspoon 


of the plant—contains tremendous 
healing powers. One such person 
is Kristen Peskuski, a survivor of 
multiple life-threatening ailments, 
who credits drinking raw pot with 
restoring her health. Read more at 
hightimes.com/rawpot/. 

Most Pot-Friendly State 

V California... duh. More pot is 
grown here than anywhere else 
on the planet. The Golden State 
has the most pot smokers, most 
dispensaries, most activists, most 
research, most strains and most 
consistently great pot. It also has a 
national reputation for wackadoo 
lifestyles and rampant nonconfor¬ 
mity, but make no mistake—Cali¬ 
fornians are doggedly determined, 
and their groundbreaking work 
has laid the foundation for legal¬ 
ized pot across America. 


age 83, he still writes frequently 
about medical marijuana and 
continues to educate the public 
through his own websites and fre¬ 
quent media interviews. He even 
traveled to Denver this year to 
address the 40th Annual NORML 
Conference. An amazing purebred 
sativa strain named Dr. Grinspoon 
is now available—feel free to burn 
some in his honor! 

Best New Way 
to Ingest Pot 

To enjoy the latest innova¬ 
tion that’s taken root among 
health-conscious cannabis 
aficionados, you’ll need a 
vegetable juicer. A grow¬ 
ing number of people 
claim that raw cannabis 
juice—made from the 
fresh leaves and/or buds 
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Stupidest Anti-Drug Ad: 
Slomming 

Over the years, the Partner¬ 
ship for a Drug-Free America 
and its allies have released so 
much stupid, irresponsible, fear- 
mongering propaganda that’s 
its hard to choose just one as 
the dumbest. You’ve got the dog 
talking to the girl, the girl who’s 
melted into the couch, or the clas¬ 
sic “This is your brain on drugs” 
breakfast ad from the ’80s. But the 
most bizarre of 
the bunch was 
an “Above the 
Influence” TV 
ad that showed 
a number of 
teens in school 
engaged in what 
they referred to 
as “slomming” 
(short for “sticking leeches on 
me”). We assume this was meant to 
discourage the act of succumbing 
to peer pressure, but really—equat¬ 
ing smoking a joint with attaching 
bloodsucking creatures to your 
body? And we’re the ones who are 
supposed to be fucked up .... 

Best New Album 
to Zonk Out To 

a With a name like Fucked Up, 
these visceral Toronto punk 
rockers clearly aren’t counting on 
mainstream radio play—which is 
too bad (for mainstream radio), 
because Fucked Up have scored 
big with their monumental 




narrative opus, 2011’s David Comes 
to Life. Supercolliding dramatic 
theatricality with gruff-throated 
howls, shoe-gazing blissfulness 
and white-noise intensity, they’ve 
managed to one-up their earlier 
gargantuan hardcore epic, 2008’s 
The Chemistry of Common Life. 

Top Baseball Stoners: 
Past & Present 

■ While playing for the Boston 
-' Red Sox from ’69 to 78, Bill 
“Spaceman” Lee drove manager 
Don Zimmer to fits with his com¬ 
ments to the press about “sprin¬ 
kling marijuana on my pancakes” 
before jogging to Fenway Park for 
games. Lee’s antics endeared him 
to offbeat sports fans who appreci¬ 
ated his wit and candor—in fact, 
by the time he was banished to the 
Montreal Expos, fans would throw 
foil-wrapped balls of hash to him 
after a good start. His controver¬ 
sial appearance on the cover of 
High Times in 1980 cemented his 
place in counterculture history. 

More recently, the man known 
as “the Freak” is now more often 
referred to as “the Franchise”: Tim 
Lincecum of the San Francisco 
Giants was busted for pot just 
two weeks before he received his 
second Cy Young Award as best 
pitcher in the National League. 
These days, you can buy T-shirts 
proclaiming “Let Tim Smoke!”, 
while a strain called the Freak 
is a popular item in Bay Area 
dispensaries. 





Best New Psychedelic 
Tour: Roger Waters' 

The Wall 

B For a totally overloaded 
sensory experience that’s 
more art exhibit than rock opera, 
don’t miss the trippy re-creation 
of Roger Waters’ rock opera, The 
Wall. It’s nothing like the original 
79 Pink Floyd tour: This new 
Wall is a mass of video screens 
fusing powerful footage (of Iraq 
War soldiers returning home to 
their children, for example) with 


The Evolution of Tokers mmosaava Sapiens) 



ZOOTICUSALL 
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Reefer sticks 




















January J01J High Times 


Pot’s Greatest Hits 51 


20-foot-tall bug-eyed puppets and 
flashy pyrotechnics, and it rein¬ 
forces a message from Waters that 
still manages to be meaningful 
three decades later. The only bad 
news is that you’ll have to book 
plane tickets to see it: The Wall 
tours New Zealand and Australia 
in February 2012 before heading 
to South America in March. Visit 
roger-waters.com. 


Most Daring Grow 

\ A Massachusetts couple 
V devised an interesting use 
for the dumpster in their yard. 
After their outdoor plot had been 
compromised, they moved their 
budding bushes to the only place 
they could keep a good eye on 
them—literally 25 feet from the 
sidewalk and the road. The plants 
were finished out and harvested 
with no one being the wiser. One 
man’s trash is another man’s THC! 


o 

o 

O 


Top Pot Comics 

They’re two different strains 

of cannabis comedian: Joe 
Rogan is edgy, raw and incisive 
about pot issues, while Doug 
Benson offers a more dreamy and 
stoned stand-up persona that has 
made him a mascot of the pot 
world, especially with the release 
of his comedy doc Super High Me. 


Top Pot Legends 

l It’s hard to believe, but 
“Cheech & Chong” has now 
become an adjective—former 



A dumpster, a mere 25 feet from the 


gardener’s home, provided a secret 


flowering room in plain sight 
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“Marijuana 
is better 
forme 
than Paxil.” 
-Ricky Williams 


Drug Czar Barry McCaffrey once 
belittled marijuana as “Cheech & 
Chong medicine.” However, Barry 
neglected one minor detail in 
attempting to slur cannabis and/or 
the veteran comedy stars: Cheech 
& Chong medicine actually works! 
Just like the boys themselves, 
who’ve been diligently plying their 
trade in the medium of stoned 


silliness since the 1970s. 


Top NFL Stoner 

^ He’s a vegan, a yoga instruc- 
tor who’s studied Ayurvedic 
medicine, and one of the National 
Football League’s premier running 
backs—and he’s tested positive for 
pot four times. But though Ricky 
Williams is watched like a hawk 
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these days (or at least his urine is), 
he says he’ll probably resume pot 
smoking once his football career 
is over. 

Best Stoner Guitarist 

Latino-American axe handler 
^ Carlos Santana still reigns 
supreme. The spiritual pro-weed 
advocate hit his stride in the 70s 
with the mighty Abraxas and never 
looked back. His lucid arpeggiated 
chords ring truest on the glid¬ 
ing instrumental jam “Song for 
Devadipfrom his overlooked 78 
sanctification, Oneness. 

Biggest Domestic Garden 

■j£ Eddy Lepp sowed a gar- 
W den in Lake County, CA, of 
35,000 medical-marijuana plants. 
Volunteers worked night and 
day to tend, prune and water the 
farm, which resembled a win¬ 
ery in its symmetry and beauty. 
Unfortunately, the authorities felt 
otherwise and swooped in to bust 
Eddy and destroy the medicine. 
Imprisoned in 2009, the 58-year- 
old Vietnam War vet still has eight 
more years to serve on his 10-year 
sentence. 

Send mail to Charles “Eddy” Lepp c/o 
90157011, Federal Prison Camp, 3705 
West Farm Road, Lompoc, CA 93436. 


Best Celebrity Activist 

* Woody Harrelson has con- 
' tinually put his fame on the 
line in support of cannabis causes, 
donating millions of dollars and 
even getting himself busted in 
1996 for planting four hemp seeds 
in Kentucky. If there were an 


Most 

Transparent 
Ad Grabs 
For Stoner 
Dollars 



** When Nike 
C# began market¬ 
ing skater T-shirts 
last summer em¬ 
blazoned with “Get 
High” and “Dope,” 
their corporate 
rationale was that 
“Sport is an antidote 
to drugs.” Right— 
because kids are 
buying these tees 
for their clear anti¬ 
drug message. 

And how about 
Budweiser? 
Suddenly, the com¬ 
pany’s longtime ad 
slogan has been 
significantly altered: 
It’s no longer “This 
Bud’s for You”— 
these days, it’s 
“Grab Some Buds.” 
And you expect us 
to believe that no 
one on the corpo¬ 
rate level managed 
to notice that 
blatant reference to 
marijuana? 

What, are you 
high? 



“I was born, 
went to 
‘Nam, lived 
in a bottle 
for 20 years, 
then found 
God and 
ganja” 

—EddyLepp 



I don ’t go through all this trouble 
ust because I want to make my dri 
f cho ice legal. It’s about personal 
eedom. We should have the right 


i this country to do what we wan 


Academy Award for Hollywood 
activists, Woody’s Oscar would be 
made of hemp. 


Top NBA Stoners 

What is it about playing 
center? Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, 
Robert Parish and Bill Walton—all 
NBA Hall of Famers—each had a 
close relationship with cannabis. 
Abdul-Jabbar wrote about his pot 
use in his autobiography, Giant 
Steps (but said it never helped him 
make a jump shot). Walton was a 
Deadhead and made no secret of 
his affinity for weed, while Parish 
made headlines in 1991 when cops 
intercepted two ounces shipped to 
his house. His $37 fine became a 
rallying point for MassCann activ¬ 
ists, and today possession of less 


than one ounce has been decrimi¬ 
nalized in Massachusetts. 

Biggest 

Disappointent 

Despite President Barack 
Obama’s promises to the con¬ 
trary, the Feds continue their war 
on the medical marijuana industry. 
Moreover, the Justice Department 
has recently dug in its heels and 
doubled down on its stated posi¬ 
tion that pot has no medical value 
whatsoever. After decades of abuse 
at the hands of unenlightened 
presidents, the cannabis commu¬ 
nity expected a lot more from this 
one, especially given his forceful 
rhetoric on the campaign trail. 
Alas, it’s been a case of “Barack to 
the Future.” 












WORK LESS, GROW MORE 

www.cabineterow.com 
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Commercial grade hydro components produce heavy yields 
and artisan quality — no experience requiredl 

Every Solar System can grow all the way from seed through harvest. 


RECEIVE 

DISCREET DELIVERY 

OF NUTRIENTS 

EVERY 

3 MONTHS 


RECEIVE 

SUPPORT 

AROUND 
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ONLINE 


Want to grow even more? Add a Solar System N Series and 
yield huge every 30 days or less! 


Proudly Presented by 




888-54-HYDRO (888-544-9376) 

info@cabinetgrow.com 
Hydro Store/Showroom - Irvine, CA 


































"For some people, it makes them uninhibited 


and open to the idea of a heart chakra.” 


—Dee Dussault 


CANNABIS- 

ENHANCED 


some polls—our politicians con¬ 
tinue to lag behind the times. As 
we went to press with this issue, 
only 13 members of Congress had 
signed on to co-sponsor HR 2306, 
the Ending Federal Marijuana 
Prohibition Act of 2011. One of 
those enlightened pols is Congress¬ 
man Jared Polis of Colorado, the 
tech entrepreneur turned elected 
representative who’s made a name 
for himself as a staunch defender 
of Colorado’s groundbreaking 
medical-marijuana program. 
Additionally, Polis touts legaliza¬ 
tion as a way to save taxpayers 
money, create good jobs, shrink 
big government, hght Mexican 
drug cartels, and stop the sense¬ 
less arrest of nearly one million 
Americans every year. 


Biggest Foreign 
Pot Farm Bust 

: 9 In July 2011, the Mexican army 
0 seized what it described as 
the largest marijuana farm in the 
country’s history—a 300-acre pot 
plantation in Baja California that 
required 60 workers. The authori¬ 
ties claimed that it could yield as 
much as 120 tons of pot annually, 
worth an estimated $160 million. 
The garden was hidden in plain 
sight under black netting in the 
desert. 


Top Pot Rallies 

w- In North America, there are 
\ “ ' no equals: The Seattle Hemp- 
fest has been drawing hundreds of 
thousands of pot fans for 20 years 
and, in August 2011, devoted three 
days to the celebration. Further 
north, the Toronto Freedom Festi¬ 
val has drawn over 40,000 people 
for five consecutive years and fea¬ 
tures a boisterous annual parade 
through the city’s streets. 


Best Headphone 
Experience 

The psychedelicized Scottish 

* * band known as the Aliens 
landed atop the subterranean 
jungle with their 2009 gem, Luna. 
The album’s epicurean opener, 
“Bobby’s Song,” finishes up with a 
trippy, dope-smokin’ mantra that 
will hook every serious Beatles 
disciple, while tracks like the fasci¬ 
natingly hallucinatory “Theremin” 
drift mellifluously into the ether. 

Most Amazing Pot Cure 
(Well, Almost) 

f ; Lamb and Lynx Gaede were 

* raised as neo-Nazis. At the ten¬ 
der age of 11, they began perform¬ 
ing songs about white supremacy 
as Prussian Blue, their singing 
group. But pot “saved” their lives, 
they say, rescuing Lynx in particu¬ 
lar from the scourge of pharma¬ 
ceuticals, which had wrecked her 
health after she was diagnosed 
with cancer. The Gaede twins have 
become advocates for the legaliza¬ 
tion of medical marijuana in all 50 
states, and they also say that pot 
has made them more tolerant of 
humanity. 

Still, a few pesky issues remain, 
such as the Holocaust. Lynx allows 
that “certain things happened,” but 
adds: “I think a lot of the stories 
got misconstrued. I mean, yeah, 
Hitler wasn’t the best, but Stalin 
wasn’t, Churchill wasn’t. I disagree 
with everybody at that time.” And 
Lamb opines: “I just think every¬ 
one needs to freakin’ get over it. 
That’s what I think.” ^ 


Do you have a greatest best/worst 
pot fact that you’d like to see on 
next year’s Hit List? Send it to: 
hteditor@hightimes.com. 
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Best Ganja Yoga Class 




Toronto-based Dee Dussault 
teaches “ganja yoga.” She 
offers the classes in her home 
yoga studio, artsy lofts, hotel 
rooms, even at the stoner-friendly 
Hot Box Cafe in the Kensington 
Market neighborhood. Her classes 
can be giddy, trippy experiences 
for some, but she encourages 
ganja use as a sacred vehicle to 
arrive at profound kundalini 
awakenings. Dee has had mostly 
positive feedback, except for a 
few puritanical yoga practitioners 
who claim that achieving nirvana 
shouldn’t rely on any external 
aids. Dee reminds them that in 
ancient India, yogis would smoke 
hash or imbibe ganja-infused milk 
drinks to enhance their spiritual 
experiences. She also believes that 
entheogenic substances are the 
crux of all mystical traditions 
and touts cannabis, mush¬ 
rooms, and other forbidden 
delights as a tool for awakening 
the “God within.” 


Most Promising 
New Politician 

While more people 
than ever support 
the full legalization of 
marijuana in America- 
over 50 percent in 


illli 


‘The more 
states create 
a regulatory 
structure 
around 
marijuana 
production 
and sales, 
the more 
pressure 
there will be 
on Congress 
nationally.” 

-Jared Polis 





























I 


The GREEN Machine. 

B As seen on OWN, Wg|l Street Journal, Associated Press, Reuters, BBC, CNBC and other media 
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You've seen our patented (US 7.844,363 Bl) Metiicine Dispensing Machines featured 
on national news programs — and now it's your opportunity to use our state-of-tli e-art 
POS and Medicine Dispensing Machine in your' existing medical cannabis clinic or allow 
us to assist you in starling your own clinic in most cities within the 15 stales that allow 
the use of medical cannabis. 

* The most legally compliant model currently in use in 
the medical cannabis industry 

* Patients are verified after initial registration through 
their unique fingerprint end magnetic swipe card 

* System will not dispense to patients whose 
authorization from a physician has expired, 


A COMPLETE SOURCE FOR YOU 

at ZERO DOWN FINANCING 

as low as $30 PER DAY! 

[on ijfi Droved credit) 



visit us online at; 

www.thedispensingsolution.com 


MEDICINE DISPENSING SYSTEMS 


MDS 


B MEDBOX 


* Operators can set limits on how much medicine 
patients receive per day, week, or month 

■ POS system that allows clinic operators to dispense 
medicine through the machine or the patient can 
seif-serve at the machine without employee assistance 

- Separate refrigerated machine for edibles and 
accessories 

* Unparalleled inventory management for clinic 
operators 

* Patients get sealed medicine in air-tight containers 
that has not been touched or contaminated by 
employees or other patients. 

■ All patient data, inventory information, and daily 
reports kept securely onsite as the machine does not 
require an internet connection, 

* Full merchant account solutions through MDS affiliate 
banks 

* The machine is a full-time employee that doesn't 
require a salary, doesn't take breaks, and stops theft 

* We offer assistance to individuats looking to start a new 
clinic in any of the 15 states that authorize the use of 
medical cannabis. 

Recently featured in the Wail Street Journal as a 
company on the rise! 

Feel free to contact us for an overview of investment 
opportunities available. 

For more information on our company's patented equipment 
startup services we offer for entrepreneurs looking to moke a 
difference in the ©merging medical marijuana industry, or to 
invest in our rapidly expanding business, call MDS at: 





















The producers of three award-winning strains 
throw open the doors to their grow ops. 

Story & photos by Dan Skye 
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Last April, we brought the High Times Medical Cannabis Cup to Denver. For two days, the dispensa¬ 
ries of the Rocky Mountain State shared their products with thousands of attendees. Over 150 different 
samples of pot, concentrates and assorted edibles were entered into the official competition—and two 
stellar dispensaries took home the top three prizes for best strains. ^ So what does it take to grow a 
champion strain? One thing is patience—for your plants, and for the Colorado cannabis industry itself. 


Double Delight 

A Denver operation takes home 
two Medical Cannabis Cups. 


V e’re going for the connoisseur 
product, not for yield,” says Corey, 
the lead grower for Mile High Green 
Cross in Denver. “We grow everything the same 
way. We don’t run any hydro, nutes—nothing. 
Everything gets the same system, the same feed. If 
it doesn’t work in this system, we don’t keep it.” 

Whatever they’re doing, it’s certainly work¬ 
ing: Mile High won first-place honors in both the 
hybrid and indica categories of the High Times 
Denver Cup. The gardens here are all-soil and 
all-organic, “with a lot of sugars and beneficials,” 
Corey says. The plants are grown under air-cooled 
1,000-watt lights, and C0 9 is run in all the rooms. 
But instead of the huge warehouse-sized grow 
spaces that some larger outfits operate, Mile High 
prefers smaller rooms that are easier to monitor. 
Strains are sectioned off and the temperatures are 
controlled more efficiently, especially during the 
hot summer months. 

Mile High’s sensational version of Sour Grape 
(Grape Ape x Sour Diesel) won the Denver Medi¬ 
cal Cannabis Cup for top hybrid. “People say that 
there are seeds available now,” Corey notes, “but 
our strain is actually clone-only.” 

Sour Grape has been remarkably effective for 
patients who seek to relieve stress or anxiety; 
patients report that it’s a great source of pain 
relief as well. (Ninety-four percent of legal card¬ 
holders in Colorado cite severe pain as a factor in 
their decision to use medical marijuana.) 

Mile High’s Banana Kush (Banana x OG Kush), 
another clone-only strain, won for indica. “It has 
far more indica than Sour Grape; it just mellows 
you out completely, Corey says. “Both grow simi¬ 
larly in appearance and bud structure—they’re 
very calyx-y, and late in the cycle, they start fox¬ 
tailing off, throwing off different sections of bud.” 

Simple Garden, Super Plants 

A Fort Collins dispensary grows a top sativa. 

S now Dog, a product of the Natural Alterna¬ 
tives for Health dispensary in Fort Collins, 
was named top sativa at the High Times 
Denver Cup. “It’s a Chemdog crossed with Oregon 
Snow, and it’s clone-only,” says Nestor, who man¬ 
ages the dispensary. “It’s one of the better-yielding 
Chem strains. As far as flavor and aroma, it’s dif¬ 
ficult to describe. It’s very complex—it definitely 



resembles other Chem strains, but it’s a mixture 
of fine, sweet notes as well as what some people 
refer to as the ‘Fruity Chem.’” 

The flowering room at Natural Alternatives for 
Health is a “sealed, recirculating system.” In other 
words, there’s no intake or exhaust. Instead, tem¬ 
perature, humidity and other environmental fac¬ 
tors are controlled by an air-conditioning unit, a 
dehumidifier, oscillating fans and a C0 2 generator. 

The room is set to 70°F and 50% humidity. 
However, sometimes the temperature rises to 
76°F, with humidity around 30% to 40% toward 
the end of the light cycle. The dark cycle runs at 
68°F to 70°F at 50% humidity. The C0 2 generator 
is set to fire when the ppm drops below 1,000, 
and shuts off at 1,500. Drip irrigation has been 
installed, but the plants are usually hand-fed 
plain, filtered water, as well as an aerated compost 
tea once or twice monthly. The plants grow in 
both 5-gallon buckets and 15-gallon containers. 

A living, nutrient-dense, concentrated soil mix 
is added to the bottom layer of these containers 
before transplanting. This organic concentrate 
provides a reservoir of nutes that will fully nour¬ 
ish the plants through a vigorous bloom stage 
without the hassle of mixing, matching, weighing 
and measuring liquid nutrients every couple of 
days. 

The soil is recycled continually and re-amended 
for every cycle as needed. “In fact,” says Nestor, 
“this grow op hasn’t required the purchase of 
a bag of soil—except for seed-starting mix—in 
quite a while. We’ve been building our soil now 
for over two years, and much of it has already 
been through at least six to eight cycles—with 


Mile High Green Cross owners 
Adam, Leif and Corey proudly 
hold their Cups. 


“Ninety-four 
percent of leg at 
cardholders in 
Colorado cite 
severe pain 
as a factor in 
their decision 
to use medical 
marijuana.” 
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“Tons of product are out there, and it’s difficult tofind 
the best A lot of new patients just entering the 
medical market are uniformed and uneducated.” 
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The garden of Natural great results every time—simply by re-amending 

Alternatives for Health is and allowing the soil time to cook and properly 

an immaculate example of balance. Our soil-recycling method not only saves 

healthy growing. , , , 

us time, labor and equipment costs, but also 

produces the healthiest plants capable of denser 

resin production, stronger aromatic qualities and, 

ultimately, superior quality organic medicine.” 


Growing Pains 

Leif of Mile High Green Cross puts the Colorado 
cannabis industry under the microscope. 


m 

[21.J 

This year, the Denver High 
Times Medical Cannabis Cup 
will be held on April 21-22 at 
EXDO. Visit medcancup.com 
for details. 


*A 


llow me to explain our hve fear factors,” 
says Leif, co-owner at Mile High Green 
Cross. “Our patient demographic—our 
target market—is only two percent of the popula¬ 
tion. There are 260 dispensaries in Denver, twice 
as many as there are Starbucks. But there are only 
150,000 patients. So you’ve got 260 dispensaries 
fighting over this very, very small pool of custom¬ 
ers, this micro-demographic. 

“Secondly, we’re witnessing a race to the bot¬ 
tom. Prices are being slashed; eighths are being 
sold for $20. Apply simple economic rules to the 
operation of a 30,000-foot warehouse: If you’re 
targeting 150,000 patients and you’re trying to 
move 50 to 100 pounds per month, what quality 
of product are you producing? Connoisseur grades 
are more expensive, require more nutes and other 
additives. Our production costs are about $2 per 
gram—but in big warehouses, it’s far less. But 
because they’re not getting any sales, prices are 
cut to $25 across the board in a bid to get custom¬ 
ers. But there’s no profit margin for a sustainable 
business. Also, tons of product are out there, and 
it’s difficult to find the best. A lot of new patients 
just entering the medical market are uninformed 
and uneducated. 


“Next, we have the ‘double Cs’: corruption and 
collusion. A number of big players are on the 
[industry] subcommittee that is trying to work 
with the Department of Revenue. They’ve got big 
pockets and are influencing people—the decision¬ 
makers, the rule-makers. 

“Plus a lot of large dispensaries are teaming 
up and suggesting things like no restrictions on 
powdery mildew. Why? They have warehouses 
of crap—if there are no restrictions on powdery 
mildew or things of that nature, they’ll partner up 
with another big company that holds an edibles 
license. That crop with powdery mildew could 
end up being cooked and sold in edible form. 

“Fourth, we have ‘poison marriages.’ State 
regulations forced shotgun weddings between 
growers and dispensaries, but they’re two groups 
that really don’t know each other. If an upstand¬ 
ing group has partnered up with another party 
who’s moving stuff out the back door, you’re still 
bound to each other. So you’ve got combative 
relationships. And if a dispensary links up with a 
warehouse op that needs to cover huge monthly 
expenses—$10,000 in rent, $10,000 in utili¬ 
ties, $5,000 in nutrients—financial difficulty is 
inevitable. 

“Lastly, there’s the ‘F-bomb’: the federal govern¬ 
ment. The federal government’s tax code doesn’t 
allow for any business deductions. You can’t take 
a standard deduction on your utilities or labor—a 
30 percent profit margin is eaten up by the Feds. 
Eventually, the federal government will wind 
up with a big windfall and the states will be hit, 
because they’re going to have to recognize a sub¬ 
stantial loss for every one of these businesses. The 
state will essentially have to give big tax deduc¬ 
tions back to the dispensaries, because the Feds 
will reap all the actual profit.” ^ 
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Czech Your Head 

As the Dutch government threatens to regulate Hollands 
coffeeshops out of existence, people are debating where 
Europe’s next pot hotspot will be. High Times sags: 

Go east, young man! To Eastern Europe, that is. With its 
lax marijuana laws, legal seeds and tolerant attitude, 
the Czech Republic is the new stoner sanctuary. 


Bp Chris Simunek. Photos bp Freebie 





praha 


-JC420 


Prague-I’m sitting in the land that my 
ancestors called Bohemia, participat¬ 
ing in a national ritual that has been 
occurring here since the days when the 
fashion statements were made in steel, 
leather and animal pelts. When I say 
“ritual,” perhaps you imagine me genu¬ 
flecting before some Christian deity—but 
no, that doesn’t happen much here in 
the Czech Republic, which is generally 
regarded as the most atheistic country in 
Europe. The ritual that I’m speaking of, 
is the simple imbibing of the world’s best 
beer, outdoors, in nature. 

I’ve been accompanied here by Free¬ 
bie, High Times’ pre-eminent cannabis 
photographer, and Robert Veverka, 
our friend/guide/translator and entree 


into all things cannabis in the Czech 
Republic. Robert runs Legalizace, the 
country’s largest marijuana magazine, 
which, between its glossy pages, covers 
all aspects of pot culture here—art, poli¬ 
tics, activism, cultivation, you name it. 
Legalizace is the first Czech pot magazine 
produced by Czechs for Czechs, and it 
has a circulation of 12,000 throughout 
the country (plus Slovakia and Austria). 

Also with us is Lukas Behai, the 
organizer of Cannafest, a marijuana 
trade show that drew 17,000 attendees 
over three days last year at its inaugural 
event in the Industrial Palace, a historic 
200-year-old national building in Prague. 

Despite the public setting—Bar 
Mlikarna, a crowded beer garden in 













From left: Robert Veverka at the Legalizace head¬ 
quarters; Cannabis seeds are legal in the Czech 
Republic and sold openly in grow shops. 


Riegrovy Sady, a park in the center of the 
city—we have two open jars of herb on 
the table in front of us from which we’ve 
been liberally sampling. The first is a 
schwaggy batch of outdoor that does not 
impress, but the second—an unnamed 
variety that smells to me like a Blueberry 
variant—is kind enough to meet even 
Freebie’s California standards. 

Lukas is talking excitedly about his 
event. Already an accomplished trade- 
show organizer, last year he decided to 
combine his career with his passion for 
marijuana. “Before the show, we went 
to Spannabis [Europe’s largest annual 
cannabis trade show, held in Spain] and 
introduced Cannafest to the public,” 
he says. “Everyone was so happy that 
someone was organizing a show in the 
Czech Republic. We covered everything: 
growing, seed banks, natural resources, 
hemp, cosmetics, food, clothing, building 
materials and a section for NGOs [non¬ 
governmental organizations]. There were 
25 seminars given by doctors, professors, 
patients, lawyers, politicians and activists 
from all over Europe. This year will be 
even bigger.” 

“Is it true that people are going to 
open Amsterdam-style coffeeshops in 
the Czech Republic?” I ask, referring to a 
rumor I’ve heard. 

“I don’t think so,” Lukas answers. 
“Maybe in a few years, but not right 
now—it’s too far from that. But we are 
happy with this,” he adds, gesturing to 
our immediate surroundings. “You can 
smoke everywhere.” 
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“Czech law decrees that 
a person with five living 
plants orlS dried grants 
doesn't even have to lie 
to a cop about how or why 
theyhaveit.” 

It makes perfect sense; after all, what 
is a coffeeshop but a cannabis-friendly 
ghetto? Sure, it’s nice to be able to walk 
into a shop and choose between a dozen 
different varieties for sale, but isn’t it bet¬ 
ter just to live in a society where spark¬ 
ing up a joint at your local bar is less 
awkward than ordering an O’Doul’s? 

Bohemian Rhapsody 

y ancestors left the land of 
Bohemia sometime in the 
late 19 th century, eventually 
settling in the German-Czech enclave of 
Yorkville in upper Manhattan and miss¬ 
ing the hardships that would befall the 
territory in the century that followed. It 
was during those years, however, that the 
seeds of today’s liberalism were planted, 
pressed into the dirt by jackboots and 
tank treads and fertilized with national 
blood. 

After World War I, Bohemia was 
incorporated, along with Moravia and 
the Slavic territories, into a chimera 
state called Czechoslovakia. The country 
prospered in the era between the wars, 
but as Hitler set out to claim neighboring 


Germanic lands for the Third Reich, 
Czechoslovakia was sold out to the Nazis 
by France, England and Italy, in the 
hopes of avoiding another protracted 
European war, via the Munich Agree¬ 
ment of 1938. 

During the seven years of Nazi rule, 
345,000 Czechoslovakians—80 percent of 
them Jews—were killed, and many more 
were sent to forced-labor and concentra¬ 
tion camps. A week after Hitler’s decision 
to eat a bullet in the Fuhrerbunker, 
there was an uprising against the Waffen 
SS by Czech insurgents. Via radio, the 
resistance begged for US assistance, but 
an agreement with Stalin allowed the 
Soviets to liberate Prague. A coup d’etat 
in 1948 put the Communists firmly in 
control of the country, ushering in an era 
of Soviet-style totalitarianism, crushing 
free speech and political dissent. 

After the Prague Spring of 1968, as the 
country was trying to steer in the general 
direction of democracy, Czechoslovakia 
was invaded on Leonid Brezhnev’s orders 
by 200,000 Warsaw Pact troops and 
2,000 Soviet tanks and would remain 
behind the Iron Curtain for the next two 
decades. As the Soviet Empire finally 
imploded in the late ’80s, the Czechs 
reclaimed their dignity with the 1989 
Velvet Revolution, electing poet and 
political prisoner Vaclav Havel as presi¬ 
dent. The Czech Republic can now claim 
a designation as the fifth “most peaceful 
country” in the world, according to the 
Global Peace Index. 

Perhaps it’s the result of living under 
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Clockwise, from top: Karel examines a feeding 
chart; Karel demonstrates his C02 delivery system; 
Plants are grown in dirt and fed hydroponically. 


totalitarian rule for so long, but modern 
Czech society is wary of anything that 
smells of authoritarianism, and the drug 
laws regarding personal use here are 
lenient. Forty psilocybin caps, four tabs 
of Ecstasy, five hits of LSD, a gram of 
coke, a gram and a half of heroin, two 
grams of crystal meth, and all you’re 
looking at is a fine. As for herb, Czech 
law decrees that a person 
with five living plants or 15 
dried grams doesn’t even 
have to lie to a cop about 
how or why they have it; 
they can just look the officer 
in the eye and say, “This 
marijuana is mine.” 

I shared a joint with M. at 
the Cross Club, a three-story 
nightspot where the infra¬ 
structure was made entirely 
of welded scrap metal—dark 
alcoves and crisscrossing 
stairways formed from pipes, 
engine parts and hubcaps, as 
though M.C. Escher and H.R. 

Giger had a welded-steel 
brain baby. Fourteen years 
ago, M. opened the very first 
grow shop in Eastern Europe, and now 
it’s part of growshop.cz, a nexus of 17 
stores spread across the Czech Republic. 
M.’s inspiration back then was the simple 
fact that Czech cannabis at the time— 
mostly homegrown outdoor and cheap 
hash from India—sucked. 

“It’s changing now,” he said. “Ten 
years ago, we started selling seeds for six 


months and had to stop. We imported 
Master Kush and Mazar from Dutch Pas¬ 
sion. Then I brought from Switzerland 
cuttings of Peacemaker that I smuggled 
in my shoes. It had a nice smell, short 
flowering time, big yield. The most popu¬ 
lar ones now are White Russian, Jack 
Herer and maybe Northern Lights.” 

Following the explosion of cannabis 
use in the Czech Repub¬ 
lic, there was a natural 
progression from the home 
grower to the entrepreneur. 
This hasn’t gone entirely 
unnoticed by Czech law 
enforcement, and recently 
a chain of grow shops was 
busted in a large conspiracy 
case in which the shops 
were accused of working 
with their customers to pro¬ 
duce and sell. There were 
undercover agents, wiretaps, 
the whole bit, and it sent a 
chill through the grow-shop 
industry here. 

“It’s stupid,” M. said. “You 
could be in trouble [grow¬ 
ing commercially]. In Czech 
law system, you don’t have precedents, so 
two same crimes going to two different 
judges, different courts, one is innocent, 
one gets the death penalty ... it’s a joke.” 

I asked him if he had an opinion as 
to why the Czech Republic was such a 
liberal country. 

“I think it’s because of the athe¬ 
ism,” M. replied. “The Christian Party 


[officially, the Christian and Democratic 
Union] is in the minority because of the 
history: There was the Catholics and the 
Protestants fighting people, and then we 
were under Germany and they suppress 
our religion, and then the Communists 
were against the religion.” 

“But so much of this city is devoted 
to religion,” I mused. “All the beautiful 
cathedrals, all the statues of saints ....” 

“Yeah, nice building, it’s okay,” M. 
shrugged. “You have the left-wing party 
and the right-wing party, and then in the 
middle there are the fucking Christians, 
so they are like a bitch to sell, you know 
what I mean? They are prostitutes.” 

Denizens of the Dark 

o Freebie, Robert and I now find 
ourselves on an empty cobblestone 
street in an industrial neighbor¬ 
hood on the outskirts of Prague, walking 
lost between dark buildings with statues 
of crumbling saints peering out from 
their edifices—canonized but forgotten 
figures who seem to track our move¬ 
ments as we try to beat the fading 
daylight to our destination, which is, of 
all things, a country-and-western bar. I 
assume this must be the only C&W bar in 
the city, but Robert tells me that I’m very 
wrong, that in fact such places are popu¬ 
lar and there are many here. Problem is, 
he doesn’t seem to remember where this 
one is. 

As the darkness descends, I’m feel¬ 
ing more haunted than nervous, since 
Prague is more menacing in its design 



Czech-List 

Cannafest2011: Eastern 
Europe’s biggest marijua¬ 
na convention; November 
25th-27th (en.cannafest.cz) 
Legalizace: Czech Republic’s 
premier cannabis magazine 
(legalizace.cz) 

Konopije tek: Medical 
marijuana clinic in Prague 
(konopijelek.eu) 

Growshop: Find seeds 
and grow equipment in 
the Czech Republic 
(growshop.cz) 
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than it is in its intent. Walking through 
the meandering gothic streets at night 
is a bit like entering an old-world fairy 
tale—the kind where curious children 
strike out in search of a house built from 
candy, only to get eaten by ogres once 
they find it. 

We spot two figures heading toward 
us: a skinny little pimp in a black leather 
jacket and a bleach-blonde hooker 
holding a wilted bouquet of carnations, 
who is having a tough time navigating 
the cobblestones in her heels. Robert 
approaches them to ask if they can tell us 
where the bar is. 

“Why do you want to know?” the pimp 
spits back, yanking the girl away, causing 
a few dying white petals to fall from their 
stigmas and float to the ground. 

As we walk on, I hear a familiar 
melody coming from around the corner 
that I recognize as Willie Nelson’s “On 
the Road Again,” only the words are dif¬ 
ferent—strange—until I get close enough 
to realize they’re being sung in Czech. 
Inside, there’s a live band seated in the 
back, throwing down a shit-kick that is 
inspiring a small bunch of drunks to cut 
a rug that owes as much to a mosh pit as 
it does to a line dance. 

“We are here,” Robert announces. 

We’ve come to meet Karel Bukvice, a 
husky, boisterous man with wild, woolly 
hair that springs feral from his skull. 

He’s happy to meet us, but doesn’t speak 
much English. Karel is the proprietor of 
an indoor grow nearby that we can visit. 
When Freebie and I pass around a few 
copies of HT, he explains warily that his 
room isn’t quite on the same level. 

“It’s a punk-rock garden!” he laughs. 

I explain that I’m Czech on my father’s 
side, pulling out my driver’s license and 
pointing to my Bohemian surname. 

It’s an immediate hit. Suddenly, a beer 
appears in my hand, and Karel and his 
friends are hailing my ancestors and me 
and doing us the great favor of finally 
explaining how to correctly pronounce 
my last name. 

“Sheemooneck! Czech! Yes!” 

The band kicks into “Folsom Prison 
Blues” and the place goes nuts. Karel 
grabs me by the neck and, in broken 
English, explains: “Only America and 
Czech Republic understand country-and- 
western music!” It’s one of those small 
facts of life that you didn’t know before, 
but now that you do, makes you feel 
privy to something special. 

On the way to his apartment, we stop 
at a deli and load up on some giant 
plastic bottles of brown beer, the Czech 


At Konopi Je Lek, cannabis is bread to 
maximize therapeutic cannabinoids like 
CBDand CBN. 

Then Karel insists that 
the two of us shotgun 
some hits off the joint- 
which, the way they do it 
here, is just a hair away 
from French-kissing. 

version of a forty. Once inside his place, 

I learn that Karel isn’t just a C&W-loving 
grower, but an accomplished painter 
and documentary filmmaker to boot. His 
walls are lined with large, primal, pri¬ 
mary-colored oil paintings, impression¬ 
istic but primitive, like a Vulcan mind 
meld between Chagall and Basquiat. 

The lights are on in the garden, where 
he has 80 plants growing in dirt under 
three 1,000-watt high-pressure sodiums 
and being fed via PVC tubes and drip 
emitters. Freebie is happy because Karel 
is using Easy Grow Diamond Foil around 
his garden, a roll-up reflective surface 
produced in England by Freebie’s pal 
Simon, who will soon be arriving in 
Prague to join us for the last leg of our 
tour. 

Regarding the variety, Karel explains 
that clones are not so easy to come by in 
Prague, so he had to take what he could 
get—in this case K-49, a safzm-dominant 
hybrid. When I point to an ancient 
Soviet-era fire extinguisher standing 
three feet tall, Karel lights up. 

“C0 9 !” he howls, and then proceeds 
to show us his homemade delivery 
system. Freebie kneels with his cam¬ 
era at the ready. Grabbing the handle 


of the extinguisher, Karel turns to me 
and declares, “It’s a punk-rock gar¬ 
den!” before letting loose a billowing 
cloud of vapor into an oscillating fan 
that disperses it over the canopy. With 
that, Karel rushes us out of the room 
so that we won’t all drop from oxygen 
deprivation. 

We smoke a few joints and pass 
around the plastic bottles of brown beer, 
which taste a lot better than I thought 
they would. (No such thing as a bad 
beer in Prague.) Then Karel insists that 
the two of us shotgun some hits off the 
joint—which, the way they do it here, 
is just a hair away from French-kissing. 

I figure fuck it, we all have to pay the 
ferryman at some point, and Karel blows 
a heavy cloud of pot smoke into my 
mouth—but when he turns to Freebie 
and tells him that it’s his turn next, 
Freebie decides that it’s time to go. So we 
say our good-byes and head back into the 
gothic night, hoping that no ogres stand 
between us and a well-earned greasy 
street sausage. 

A Doctor in the House 

nother day, another gutful of 
wild elk. Vegetarians should do 
some research before visiting 
Prague, a town where a pig’s knuckle 
on a bed of sliced cucumber passes for 
salad. Every week is shark week here, 
or its terrestrial equivalent: a bloodfest 
the sight of which would cause Sarah 
McFachlan to write some very sad songs. 
As for all those cartoon characters I grew 
up with—Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck, Porky 
Pig, Bullwinkle? In Prague, their descen¬ 
dants are roasted over open fires in an 
amount and frequency that would cause 
Elmer Fudd to beat his musket into a 
ploughshare. 
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Freebie and I are staying in Wences- 
las Square, named for King Wenceslas, 
patron saint of the Czech people, who 
in the year 935 died a martyr’s death at 
the hands of his half-brother, Boleslav 
the Cruel. That same day, a son was born 
to Boleslav, the baby Strachkvas, whose 
name translates as “dreadful feast.” 

So Freebie and I were pretty surprised 
to meet King Wenceslas as he stood out¬ 
side a restaurant dressed in armor, his 
long, brown hair flowing from beneath 
a steel helmet as he used his sword to 
hustle tourists into the establishment 
for a (hopefully) non-dreadful meal. We 
showed him a copy of High Times and 
asked if we could take a picture of him 
smoking a joint, but he demurred, citing 
restaurant policy. His true passion was 
music—“melodic death metal”—and he 
asked us to mention his band, Secret of 
Darkness, so now I have. As a Czech- 
even a spastic four-generations-removed 
one such as myself—it’s an honor to serve 
my king. 

Today, Robert had arranged for us to 
visit the Czech Republic’s only medical 
marijuana facility. The guy has a seduc¬ 
tive cheer that I would follow right off a 
cliff. In our discussions, he told Freebie 
and me how he’d hitchhiked from San 
Francisco through Mexico and down to 
Costa Rica one summer. When I asked 
him if he’d ever been to New York, he 
told me he’d spent three weeks there 
sleeping in the Port Authority bus ter¬ 
minal because the youth hostel was too 
expensive. 

We convened at our usual meeting 
spot “beneath the horse’s ass,” which, for 
you laymen, means in the square at the 
rear of the statue depicting King Wences¬ 
las mounted on his steed. 


In the suburb of Kutna Hora, there is a church 
containing the remains of between 40,000 
and 70,000 people. 

Bones were turned 
into altars, wall pieces, 
chandeliers and coats- 
of-arms, as though Ed 
Gein had been hired as 
the interior designer. 

Robert, Freebie and I walked over to 
the offices of Konopi Je Lek (Cannabis 
Is a Medicine), an “educational canna¬ 
bis clinic” founded by Dusan Dvorak, a 
psychotherapist specializing in addiction 
treatment, who has devoted his life to 
the healing powers of marijuana. 

The Czechs were way out in front with 
the theory that cannabis can be used to 
cure and prevent illness. In late 1954, 
three Czech university professors—J. 
Kabelik, Z. Krejci and F. Santavy—pro¬ 
duced “Cannabis as a Medicine,” a study 
which concluded that cannabis extracts 
had an antibacterial effect on numerous 
microbes, including staphylococcus and 
streptococcus. 

At Konopi Je Lek, I was introduced 
to a therapist named Jan, an American 
medical marijuana refugee from Florida. 
We retreated to the office area, at the 
back of which was a small growroom 
that the clinic uses in its studies. 

Jan was both a therapist and a patient 
who suffered from a psychological disor¬ 
der. “I’m supposed to take three types of 
meds, but I don’t because I take canna¬ 
bis,” she explained. “So I’ve been trying 
to breed out something that has high 


levels of CBD, because the CBD is what 
keeps the psychosis at bay ... so to speak.” 

She described the clinic’s efforts to 
treat cancer, diabetes, multiple sclerosis, 
leukemia, addiction and other ailments. 
There was talk of how cancer must first 
be treated by discovering the roots of 
the disease in the mind, and how Rick 
Simpson’s theories of using cannabis to 
treat cancer are just the beginning; at 
the clinic, they were researching exact, 
strain-dependent therapeutic dosages of 
THC, CBD and CBN. 

Dusan entered the room and listened 
to our discussion. Since 2008, he’s been 
attempting to get government permis¬ 
sion to plant large fields of cannabis for 
research purposes, but every time he 
starts a garden and invites the relevant 
authorities to check it out and listen 
to his rap, they respond by hauling his 
plants away. I asked him what the mis¬ 
sion was at Konopi Je Lek. 

“We are here to gain information, 
express information, and educate people 
in the field of cannabis—the practical 
aspects of it and the so-called theoretical 
aspects of it. We have the opportunity to 
test large amounts of cannabis; we have 
clinical responses from patients.” 

As we talked, Dusan smoked a ciga¬ 
rette, and I thought he looked a bit like 
Tim Leary. He had that same smile of a 
man who, despite his detractors, has a 
vision that’s been unfolding according to 
plan. 


Stoned to the Bone 

S o Freebie’s friend Simon, of the 
Easy Grow Diamond Foil miracle 
wrap, arrived from England, and 
the three of us caught a train to the sub¬ 
urb of Kutna Hora, 70 kilometers west 
of Prague, which is home to both Philip 
Morris’ Eastern European headquar¬ 
ters and the Sedlec Ossuary, a Roman 
Catholic chapel also known as the “bone 
church” because it’s decorated with the 
mortal remains of somewhere between 
40,000 and 70,000 people who died 
during the Black Death (1348-1350) and 
the Hussite Wars (1419-1434). It started 
out as a cemetery, but the cemetery was 
exhumed to make way for the church, 
and the bones were turned into altars, 
wall pieces, chandeliers and coats-of- 
arms, as though Ed Gein had been hired 
as the interior designer. Perhaps the idea 
was to demystify death; I don’t know. 

The first order of business was to get 
good and high, so we killed some more 
of that Blueberryish bud that Robert had 
given us when we arrived, then bought 
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our tickets and strapped ourselves in for 
the ride. 

The whole time we were traveling to 
this place, I kept thinking that, despite 
everything I’d read, we would get there 
and it would prove to be some kind of 
farce. But no, we were definitely sur¬ 
rounded by the artistically arranged 
skeletal remains of tens of thousands of 
human beings unfortunate enough to die 
from the “It” disease of their day, or to 
be slain in a religious war between two 
factions that disagreed as to who was 
the rightful inheritor of the sacred and 
lucrative commission to propagate Jesus’ 
legacy. 

Their skinless faces stared at me from 
empty eye sockets, reaching across the 
millennia, grinning with lipless skull- 
smiles as if to say, “Enjoy it while it lasts, 
tomorrow you could be me.” 

Walking back to the train station, we 
spotted a bar with an outdoor garden 
and a fire pit where the better part of 
what had once been a pig twisted slowly 
on the spit, hissing and crackling as its 
charred flesh spewed smoke down the 
block. 

The place was full, but there were 
three spots open at a picnic bench occu¬ 
pied by a few college-age locals. We asked 
the group if the seats were taken and, 
in response, got a bunch of mute stares, 
shrugged shoulders and, finally, a few 
mumbled words in Czech that I imagined 
translated as “Yankee, go home.” 

We ordered a round of beer and meat. 
Our reluctant neighbors looked over in 
our direction periodically, whispering 
words and then laughing out loud at the 
depth of their wit. 

“I don’t like this,” Simon the English¬ 
man scowled. “I think they’re taking the 
piss.” 

“What do you care about those guys?” 

I asked. “Enjoy your pig.” 

The snickers from our flank kept 
coming, though. After a while, one of 
the guys from the rival crew turned to 
us, muttered a few words and reached 
for something in his pocket. Freebie 
and Simon both looked at me, and I 
could see the fight-or-flight debate being 
waged in their adrenal glands. I looked 
back at our nemesis to find that he was 
holding a plastic bag—and from that 
bag, I watched him remove an inch-long 
marijuana bud. 

“Do you guys smoke?” he asked with a 
stoner smile. 

In response, we pulled out our own 
bud and I passed them my High Times 
card (the one with the big pot leaf on 



In the foreground of this picture you can see 
one of this backyard grower’s Amnesia Haze 
plants. 


“I looked back at our 
nemesis to find that 
he was holding a plastic 
bag—andfrom thebag, 

I watched him remove an 
inch-long marijuana bud.' 


it), and suddenly the young man next to 
us was smiling and speaking reasonably 
fluent English. 

“I’m sorry,” he laughed, telling us his 
name was Michal. “We were fooling with 
you before .... ” 

“No worries,” I assured him. “I hate 
tourists, too.” 

“You work for a magazine?” 

“We’re journalists. You don’t, by 
chance, know anyone around here who 
grows marijuana?” 

“Someone who grows marijuana?” 
Michal’s eyebrows arched toward his 
forehead in contemplation. “Yes, I know 
of a garden. It is about five minutes away 
from here.” 

Simon began whispering that the 
whole thing was a setup. I assured him 
that these guys were just a bunch of 
college kids getting a buzz on a Saturday 
afternoon, but he was insistent. Paranoia 
being the contagion that it is, I started 
looking at Michal as though he were not 
the friendly pothead he appeared to be, 
but rather a master criminal who, along 
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with his gang, lulled American tourists 
into complacency, brought them to an 
undisclosed place with the promise of 
marijuana gardens, and then tortured 
them over the three days it took to drain 
their bank accounts at the local ATM. It 
also didn’t help that I had just spent the 
last two hours staring at altars con¬ 
structed from human remains. Was this 
kid an apprentice in some Eastern Euro¬ 
pean crime syndicate? And if this was a 
kidnapping, would they be satisfied with 
the free copy of Nico Escondido’s Grow 
Like a Pro DVD and the one-year comp 
subscription that would be High Times’ 
final offer for my release? 

I suggested that Simon stay at the bar 
if he was so worried, that Freebie and I 
would go it alone. 

“I can’t leave you guys like that,” 

Simon declared, upending the last of 
his Pilsner Urquell. “Whatever happens, 
we’re in it together.” 

We followed our newfound friends 
through a neighborhood of modest 
homes, and without a trail of bread¬ 
crumbs to leave behind, I tried to 
remember the path, in case our journey 
to this fabled House of Weed led instead 
to an ogre’s cauldron. 

At our destination, we were led 
through a living room out to a backyard 
where there were indeed some buds 
growing amongst the other vegetables. 
Our hosts were proud of their efforts, 
about a dozen or so Amnesia Haze plants 
in the early flowering stage. They rolled 
a few joints, cracked a bottle of Czech 
champagne and brought out a bowl 
of sweet red cherries that they’d just 
picked. Simon looked slightly relieved, 
but he wasn’t exactly digging into the 
offered refreshments lest they be laced 
with some sort of knockout drug. 

It was a nice coup for me and Freebie. 
Not for the first time, we’d been invited 
by people to whom we were basically 
strangers to see what exactly was grow¬ 
ing here in the Czech Republic. After all 
the years I’ve spent writing about this 
plant, I am always grateful and a little 
amazed at the doors it opens, as though 
the passing of a joint were a secret 
handshake that transcends language, 
politics and geography. It was especially 
pleasing to me—the first of my bloodline 
to make the trip back to our ancestral 
homeland—and I was grateful to Robert 
and Lukas and M. and Karel and Jan and 
Dus an and Michal’s whole crew for wel¬ 
coming back a long-lost Bohemian son, 
offering him smoke, drink and swine, 
and inviting him to feel at home. # 
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Growing *(>11 tins Grid’ 
for Bigger Yields 

Canadian medical marijuana growers have discovered a key way 
to increase harvests and maximize each plant’s potential to produce pot 
planting density. Store & photos bp Erik Biksa 


Why Are My Yields Low? 

edical growers who 
have worked hard to 
create and maintain 
the perfect grow envi¬ 
ronment sometimes 
end up with disappointing harvests for 
their efforts, even when working with a 
strain that’s considered a good yielder. 

Here’s an example of one such seem¬ 
ingly perfect room: 

> The temperature when the lights 
are on doesn’t exceed 85°F. 

I Humidity levels are between 40% 
and 60% RH (relative humidity). 


i Adequate carbon dioxide (C0 2 ) 
is available for plant growth. 

I There’s a 600-watt or 1,000-watt 
grow light for every square meter 
(or 4' x 4' area). 

I The air is circulated throughout 
the room by fans. 

I All of the basic needs of plants 
are met, and they even receive 
engineered feedings. 

I The plants are harvested fully 
mature—for example, after a full eight 
weeks for an eight-week strain. 

Let’s assume that all of the other require¬ 
ments are being met as well: There 


are careful sanitation practices and no 
interruptions of the dark cycle during 
flowering, the water is of good quality, 
pests and diseases have been scrupu¬ 
lously avoided, etc. 

Still, after eight weeks of flowering, 
the yield is less than 1 pound per 1,000- 
watt high-pressure sodium (HPS) light. 
How can this be? After all, other growers 
are pulling in 1.5 or even 2 pounds of bud 
per 1,000-watt light growing the same 
strain in similar setups. 

Growers spend a lot of time and 
money fussing over these details in the 
hopes of being rewarded with a high- 
yielding crop of medical buds for their 









76 Growing on the Grid 


High Times January 3012 


efforts and dedication. So what’s the 
all-too-common culprit in the growroom 
that can rob you of those yields? 


Get Dense 

J here’s a good chance it involves 
density. That’s right, planting 
density. Commercial-crop pro¬ 
ducers have long realized the impor¬ 
tance of achieving the right number of 
shoots in a given space for a particular 
plant variety to maximize its quality and 
yield at harvest. When there’s too great 
a density (i.e., too many plants sharing 
the same space), it will lead to poor crop 
quality and even disease and insect infes¬ 
tations; conversely, too skinny a stand of 
plants in a given space—especially under 
artificial lights—is going to yield lightly, 
creating a waste of resources relative 
to the return. So it becomes clear that 
you need to have just the right amount 
of plant material in that space being 
strongly illuminated by your grow lights 
to result in good yields at harvest time. 

For indoor cannabis cultivators, this 
can be a little more complicated than it 
was for their field-producing predeces¬ 
sors. That’s because, growing indoors, 
you control how long your “spring,” 
“summer” and “fall” are going to be; 
outdoors, nature decides that for you, so 
you can only expect your plants to grow 
so much in any given season or phase of 
their life cycle. 

Indoors, however, you set the stage for 
how much stature your plants will gain 
before you flip them to budding. This 
means that you decide how many plants 
are going fill a certain sized area under 
the grow lights, either for optimal perfor¬ 
mance or to abide by plant-number lim¬ 
its as per your local or state provisions 
for cultivating medical marijuana. 

With fewer plants per light, the 
chances are good that you’ll have to veg 
your plants longer to create the right 
amount of biomass for a good yield. 
Conversely, you can shorten the time it 
takes to grow a crop from start to finish 
by maintaining higher numbers of plants 
per light and spending less time in the 
vegetative-growth stage. That’s because 
the space can get filled quicker simply by 
increasing the number of plants. 


Branching Out 

W hat master growers have 

come to realize through trial 
and error, failure and success, 
is that regardless of whether you use one 
giant plant or 36 smaller plants to fill the 
same space, a lot of your yield per light 



will have to do with creating the optimal 
number of branches receiving intense 
light in that particular space. (And this is 
true no matter how you accomplish that 
magic number.) Also, the right density 
for the best yield will vary from strain 
to strain and also with different grow¬ 
ing methods (i.e., hydroponics versus 
soil-grown). 

You can start by visualizing the space 
under your grow light as a matrix. Look 
at it as a flat grid if you want to grow 
larger numbers of plants that finish 
quicker, or as a cubed grid if you plan to 
grow fewer but larger plants in the same 
space. Using mesh trellising to support 
heavy buds, of the type seen in “screen 
of green” (ScrOG) setups, is not only a 
practical way to support your plants, but 
it’s also great for getting into the swing 
of growing “on the grid,” so to speak, 
because you’ll be physically creating a 
grid for the plant canopy. 

Let’s say you’re growing with a 1,000- 
watt HPS light. Of course, it depends on 
how you hang the lamp and what type 
of reflector you use, but, on average, 
experience dictates that you’ll have an 
area of 1 square meter (4' x 4') illumi¬ 
nated intensely by the light that can 
offer you consistent yields of dense, tight 
and potentially heavyweight buds. With 
a grid in mind, we can now picture the 
square footage under the light: 16 even 
1-foot squares that need to be filled with 
the right number of budding sites to give 
us the potential for the best yields from 
our medical cannabis crops. 

Precisely what this number of budding 
sites within the squares will be has a lot 
to do with the genetics you’ve selected to 
grow and, to some extent, the growing 
conditions you’ve created and can main¬ 
tain consistently. If you can keep your 
growroom a few percentage points drier 
in terms of relative humidity, you can 
sometimes hit higher planting densities 
without running into any problems. In 
more humid environments, higher plant¬ 
ing densities will result in plants that are 
stifled by water vapor hanging around 
crowded leaves, leading to poor growth 
rates and potential disease. 

If you boost the C0 2 level in your 
growroom, this will speed up the growth 
rates and make individual buds yield 
heavier—provided they receive optimal 
levels of other important inputs such 



From top: Bulbs hang vertically among the 
growing tops; proper spacing of plants increases 
overall yields; keep wiring, fans, ballasts and other 
equipment out of your way. 



Growing 
oil tlio Grid 


If your grow lamps are 
positioned horizontally, 
try to keep the plant canopy 
as even as possible across 
the top, ideally with the 
branches directly under 
the light standing a little 
shorter than those further 
from the light source. 


as light, water and nutrients. So if you 
garden with C0 2 your strain may appre¬ 
ciate having a little extra space around 
the individual buds, rewarding you with 
heavier and denser nugs. 

Avoid Overcrowding 

sually, growers who haven’t 
fine-tuned their planting densi¬ 
ties fall short in their efforts, 
not realizing enough potential budding 
sites in the plant canopy to give them 
good, high-quality yields. However, as 
mentioned, it’s also possible to overshoot 
your target and develop too dense a 
canopy, creating crowded, jungle-like 
conditions that end up stifling yields. 
(Also, whenever you’re working with 
higher densities, you must always be on 
guard for signs of pests and diseases.) 

At the same time, as you learn to 
control and optimize the right planting 
3 density for your strain, keep in mind 
g that it’s often easier and more produc- 
! tive to border on overcrowding than to 

1 not have enough. That’s because, during 

< 

£ the second week of flowering, you can 
^ selectively prune the canopy, viewing all 


of those branches as a single biomass 
rather than as parts of the various plants 
they’re connected to underneath. Suc¬ 
cessful cannabis growers always picture 
their crop as a whole that’s greater than 
the sum of its parts—unless, of course, 
your goal is to have the handsomest 
individual plants rather than the biggest 
possible yield per light. 

If your grow lamps are positioned 
horizontally, try to keep the plant canopy 
as even as possible across the top, ideally 
with the branches directly under the 
light standing a little shorter than those 
further from the light source, in order to 
promote the best light intensity reaching 
all parts of the canopy. Avoid creating 
light-hogging branches that shade the 
rest of the garden—it’s not worth it to 
create one really nice nug at the expense 
of all the others in the space beneath 
your light. 

Lighting for Optimal Growth 

hen growing with vertically 
oriented lights, the object 
is to broadside the plants 
with illumination. Once again, view the 


profiles of your plants as a single garden 
profile and train their branches as a 
canopy rather than as individual limbs. 
When growing “super plants” like some 
of the monster Tuna Kush buds pictured 
in this article, you may have as few as 
one plant per 1,000-watt lamp—perhaps 
even less once you factor in cross-light¬ 
ing in a multiple vertical-lamp setup. For 
example, some of the Tuna Kush plants 
pictured here not only receive 100 per¬ 
cent of the light from one of the 1,000- 
watt lamps per plant in this garden, but 
as much as 50 percent from another— 
and the yields correspond accordingly. 

Grow big or go home? Growers will 
continue to debate which is better: 
high-density “sea of green” (SOG) setups 
or fewer, larger specimens, as with the 
so-called super-plant methods. Each 
has its advantages, with SOG allowing a 
higher number of harvests per cropping 
calendar and super plants offering easier 
management and astonishing yields 
per plant. However, what does remain 
constant across the two styles is that, in 
order to achieve the yields you desire, 
the crop will need the right framework 
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to build those heavy yields on—and 
that means having the right number of 
branches and budding sites in the grid 
beneath your grow lights. 

Do the Math 

f you’re looking for a benchmark 
or starting point in developing and 
determining the right biomass den¬ 
sity for your strain per light, a good rule 
of thumb is to have at least four sturdy, 
well-developed branches receiving 
intense light per square foot of growing 
space beneath each light, whether that’s 
on a horizontal or vertical plane (i.e., 
depending on your lamp orientation). 
This means that, in an average 4' x 4' 
well-lit area, your cannabis plants should 
have a canopy consisting of about 64 
main branches (4' x 4' = 16 square feet x 
four branches each = 64 branches). 

Some strains, such as the ones 
mentioned that like to do a lot of side 
branching, may benefit from significantly 
higher planting densities—for example, 
up to nine branches per square foot, 
giving you a total of 144 branches per 4' 
x 4' grid. 

Growing and pruning to achieve a 
certain number of branches is easier 
to accomplish in horizontally oriented 



With maximized lighting and spacing, all gardens 
will produce higher yields. 


garden setups. When growing larger 
specimens using vertically oriented light¬ 
ing, it can be a little more challenging. 
Naturally, significantly more vegetative 
growth time will be required; however, 


it’s still less than you might imagine, 
because big plants with lots of space 
tend to be very healthy and therefore can 
fill out exponentially once their growth 
rates really take off. Keeping internodes 
tight and plant growth bushy is always 
advantageous; however, it’s especially 
so when growing larger super plants 
that receive light from the sides rather 
than above. High-quality kelp extracts, 
such as those found in Nirvana or B-52, 
deliver naturally occurring plant-growth 
hormones called cytokinins that promote 
very tight and bushy growth traits—just 
what the doctor ordered for gaining a 
higher density of healthy branches per 
foot of vertical growth in your high-yield¬ 
ing super plants. 

As many medical growers have 
learned, the yield that they achieve at 
the end of their cropping journey is a 
strong reflection of the framework they 
established early in the grow cycle by 
selecting the right number of plants per 
light and ensuring that an optimal num¬ 
ber of branches and potential budding 
sites were created well before the plants 
were forced into bloom. From that point 
on, all the crop needs to do is to perfectly 
fill out the space that has been carefully 
calculated and provided in advance. ^ 
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Sure, there are plenty of badass grow gadgets out there, 
but how many of them are both high in quality and easy 
on the wallet? The High Times Cultivation Department 
set out to see just what the market was like these days 
for inexpensive yet productive grow gear. And wouldn’t you 
know it-some of what we found is pretty damn cool! 

Photos By Steve Zitelli 


COOLEST 

GROW GADGETS 

UND 


1. 

2'xl' Complete 
Propagation 
& Cloning Kit 

To Get It Started Right 

Who says you need an entire 
nursery room to make clones 
and populate your garden? 

It couldn’t be easier (or the 
space required any small¬ 
er) when using this com¬ 
pact all-in-one propagation 
kit, which combines Super 
Plugs’ organic starter plugs 
(72-count, with propagation 
tray and insert), a tall propa¬ 
gation dome, a 2-foot high- 
output T5 fluorescent light 
and a customizable light 
stand (which can hold up to 
two T5 strip lights). 

$65, hydrowholesale.com, 
866-803-2100 

I Super Plugs’ 72-Count 
Organic Starter Plugs 
($ 20 ): These are biode¬ 
gradable starter plugs com¬ 
posed of organic materials 
that produce beneficial 
microbes to colonize the 
root zone for healthy seed¬ 
lings and clones. 

I T5 Fluorescent Lamp 
($23): This 2-foot T5 fix¬ 
ture (and bulb) comes com¬ 
plete with power cord, on/ 
off switch and a 4-inch jump 
cord. Great for propagating 
seedlings or clones, the bulb 
gives off 2,000 lumens of 
6,500°K spectrum. 
IL-Stand($20): Use the tall 
side of the L-stand for a tall 
dome (6 inches), or turn it 
on its short side for use with 
a shorter propagation dome 
(3 inches). 

) Tall Humi-Dome ($7): 

Use clear plastic domes 
with standard flat trays to 
keep humidity high for new 
clones or seedlings. This 
6-inch-tall dome is perfect 
for larger cuttings. 

2 . 

Propagation 
Heat Mat 

Makes Popping Seeds 
and Cloning Super-Easy 

Environment and tempera¬ 
ture are crucial when start¬ 
ing new plants. Seedlings and 
clones both require a high 
level of humidity and warm- 
er-than-usual temps to gen¬ 
erate those all-important 
healthy root structures. 

The Seedling Heat Mat will 
warm the root zone by 10°F 
to 20°F above room tempera¬ 
ture. Used in conjunction with 


starter trays, a humi-dome 
and soft fluorescent lights, 
these mats boost root pro¬ 
duction and accelerate plant 
growth. They’re also excel¬ 
lent for use in seed germina¬ 
tion and plug into all standard 
120-volt outlets. 

$25, hydrowholesale.com 

3 . 

GrowOpFloros 
1,000-Watt HPS 
Bulb 

The Cornerstone 
of Indoor Ops 

Normally, we wouldn’t 
include a basic high-pressure 
sodium (HPS) bulb in our line¬ 
up of nifty grow gadgets, but 
considering this one sells for 
a record-breaking $42, we felt 
that we had to include it. HPS 
bulbs give growers a flow¬ 
ering season 365 days per 
year—and since they reach 
nearly $200 in some places, 
this one’s a real bargain for 
any indoor grower. Also, Gro- 
wOp lamps help to fine-tune 
lighting systems by providing 
enhanced spectral-energy 
levels to promote vigorous 
plant growth, as well as up to 
15% more light energy than 
other HPS lamps. 

$42, growopltd.com, 
855-447-6967 

4 . 

Pocket-Sized 
Digital pH Meter 

Don’t Go Home Without It 

Take the guesswork out of 
figuring the pH level of your 
nutrient solution through the 
use of a digital dipstick meter. 

Made by the trusted hor¬ 
ticulture company Hanna 
Instruments, the Checker 
supplies you with fast and 
accurate readings from 0.00 
to 14.00 pH, with a resolution 
of 0.01 pH. The super-com¬ 
pact tester features a large, 
easy-to-read LCD screen and 
a simple two-point calibration 
process. Testing pH has never 
been easier! 

$39.99, hidhut.com, 
866-803-2100 

5 . 

Digital All-In-One 

Atmosphere 

Monitor 

Your Very Own Weather 
Station 

This wall-mounted digital dis¬ 
play with a very large LCD 
screen makes it a snap to get 
a read on your garden with 
one quick glance. Not only 
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does it measure tempera¬ 
ture (with a thermometer in 
both the Celsius and Fahr¬ 
enheit scales), it also serves 
as a hygrometer for read¬ 
ing humidity and remembers 
the highest and lowest points 
of each. It will even give you 
the time (in 12- or 24-hour 
formats). 

Perfect for hanging out¬ 
side a growroom or green¬ 
house so that you don’t have 
to disturb your plants dur¬ 
ing the night cycle, this multi¬ 
faceted monitor features a 
specialized sensor attached 
to a 10-foot cord that allows 
for remote readouts of your 
garden’s environment-all 
with just one AAA battery 
(included!). 

$18, thehydrosource.com, 
626-915-3128 

6 . 

The RF Bug 
Detector 

Keep the Heat Off 
and Stay Safe 

No, we’re not talking about 
the kind of bugs you find 
munching on your plants— 
more like the kind that can 
be hidden in a lamp or ceil¬ 
ing. This detector will pick 
up hidden cameras, audio 
bugs, transmitting or live 
cell phones, Wi-Fi or any oth¬ 
er wireless transmitter oper¬ 
ating in the 1 megahertz to 6 
gigahertz range. The detec¬ 
tor has a maximum distance 
of 32 feet and comes loaded 
with features such as a low- 
battery indicator, earphones, 
sensitivity button and two 
operation modes (alarm or 
vibration). The small (approxi¬ 
mately 4' x 2' x 5’), lightweight 
unit runs on two AAA batter¬ 
ies (not included). You ain’t 
going down like that, are you? 
Hell, no! 

$50, DVRGear.com, 
260-484-0404 

1 . 

Thermal Shield: 
Reflective and 
Thermal Film 

The World’s Thinnest 
Shield 

Talk about a double-edged 
sword! This shiny, metal- 
infused thermal shield pro¬ 
vides both a reflective wall 
covering for your indoor 
growroom as well as a pro¬ 
tective barrier against heat- 
detection equipment for that 
peace of mind we all need 
in these intrusive days of 


marijuana prohibition. 

Thermal Shield is a silver 
and white poly-mylar cov¬ 
ering infused with metals to 
provide a level of protection 
from outside snooping. Tem¬ 
perature, vapor and thermal 
barriers are created when 
using Thermal Shield, not to 
mention that the poly-mylar 
has an extremely high reflec¬ 
tive index. This is an absolute 
must for sealing your grow 
op safely and securely. Avail¬ 
able in 25-, 50- and 100-foot 
rolls (each one 3.5 feet wide). 
$30 (25), $50 (50), $90 
(100), hydrowholesale.com, 
866-803-2100 

8 . 

Green Hornet 
LED Night Lights 

For When Work Can’t Wait 

Every grower knows the pit- 
falls associated with disturb¬ 
ing a sleeping garden. When 
the lights (or sun) are down 
and the ladies are fast asleep, 
even the slightest bit of light 
pollution can have a cata¬ 
strophic effect, causing plants 
stress and even turning them 
hermaphrodite (which results 
in seeded buds). 

However, there’s a simple 
solution for those times when 
you absolutely have to get 
into that growroom, green¬ 
house or outdoor plot—green 
light. 

crystalmountainproducts 
.com, 877-232-4769 

I The Little Green Lantern 

($ 8 ): A keychain lantern 
that’s always with you is per¬ 
fect for emergency work. 
With a single green LED that 
provides a strong work light, 
this mini-lantern features 
a flashing mode for emer¬ 
gencies and comes with two 
lithium batteries. 

I The Green Hornet Head 
Lamp ($19): This hands-free 
unit fastens tightly on your 
head, giving you the flexibil¬ 
ity and mobility needed to 
get through your nighttime 
work quickly and easily. The 
unit features three different 
modes and 20 green LEDs 
with over 60 hours of life. 

9. 

Smelly Proof 
Bud Bags 

Keeping It Quiet Until the 
Party Starts 

Just because you’re done 
with harvesting doesn’t mean 
you can stop worrying about 
security! Keeping harvested 
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buds fresh and odors locked 
down is every bit as impor¬ 
tant as what you do while 
growing. Now the most trust¬ 
ed brand in bud-storage 
bags-Smelly Proof-has an 
entire line of sizes to help 
store or transport your pre¬ 
cious cargo. 

Smelly Proof bags keep 
odors from escaping by 
using a medical-grade, FDA- 
approved material that 
blocks out dust, moisture 
and oil while locking in odors. 
Smelly Proof bags can also be 
cleaned and reused and still 
keep their odor-stopping abil¬ 
ity. Additionally, the bags can 
be vacuum- and heat-sealed. 
Varies by size from $40 up 
(100 ct.); Oven Bags, $15 
(10 ct.), amerinada.com, 
877-493-7687 
10 . 

The Digital Rack 
Scale 

After All the Hard Work Is 
Done 

This space-conscious digi¬ 
tal scale is perfect for when 
your product needs to get 
weighed and moved quick¬ 
ly with little time or room 
available—just hang the scale 
on the sturdy, solid arm and 
hook on the kilos! 

The Digital Rack Scale 
boasts an LCD screen and 
weighs products in four dif¬ 
ferent measurements—ounc¬ 
es, pounds, kilograms and 
jin-with decimal places 
down to the gram unit. The 
portable scale has a tare func¬ 
tion as well and runs on two 
AAA batteries (not included). 
$30, crystalmountainprod 
ucts.com, 877-232-4769 

11 . 

5-Quart Pressure 
Sprayer 

Got Some Hard-to-Reach 
Plants? 

Whether your growroom has 
some plants in a few diffi- 
cult-to-get-to places or you’re 
just looking for a pressurized 
mister for foliar-feeding and 
treatments, this little 5-quart 
pressure sprayer will get the 
job done. 

Mix in light nutrients, pest- 
control solutions or just pure 
water to get your plants 
whatever they need, when 
they need it. The pressure 
sprayer has a nozzle tip that 
will adjust to deliver anything 
from a steady stream to a fine 
mist for the foliar application 
of your choice! 



$19, hydrowholesale.com, 

866-803-2100 

12 . 

Breathable Fabric 
Aeration Pots 

A Winning Innovation 

A High T imes favorite, fab¬ 
ric aeration pots are a very 
smart way to contain root 
structures. The material used 
in these pots offers excel¬ 
lent breathability, allowing 
the precious oxygen that 
roots need to permeate the 
root zone. 

Fabric aeration pots are 
durable enough to last for 
multiple seasons of garden¬ 
ing and are great for use both 
indoors and out. Indoor grow¬ 
ers generally use them with 
tray tables, since they offer 
increased drainage capabil¬ 
ity. The pots stand up well to 
heavy harvests and can be 
used for either soil or hydro¬ 
ponic applications. Plus, the 
fabric is made of 100% new 
polypropylene and is envi¬ 
ronmentally friendly. 

Varies by size from $2 up, 

hydrowholesale.com, 

866-803-2100 

13 . 

Six-Tiered Drying 
System 

When Space Is Tight 

Having space-management 
issues? If so, this drying rack 
was designed especially for 
you! Made for the home har¬ 
vester, it hangs in a verti¬ 
cal column with six levels of 
breathable netting racks for 
easy and efficient drying. 

Whether your garden is 
located indoors or out, dry¬ 
ing always needs to be done 
inside. This drying rack not 
only optimizes your indoor 
space, but it also passively 
increases airflow around the 
buds without the need for 
fans or power consumption. 
Because the netting is perme¬ 
able, these racks also prevent 
fungus and rot from forming 
on your fresh-cut nugs. The 
unit is easily collapsible for 
flat storage and is 12.5 inches 
tall and 35 inches in diameter 
when fully assembled. 

$30, hidhut.com, 
866-678-8565 

14 . 

Drip Ring 
Watering Column 

For When Watering 
by Hand Is No Longer 
an Option 
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Automated watering sys¬ 
tems can be a godsend for 
the busy grower, especial¬ 
ly where large gardens are 
involved. The Drip Ring 
Watering Column makes 
auto-watering your plants 
easy, and it’s great for hydro 
or soil-based systems. Simply 
attach a pump and irrigation 
hose leading from the water 
reservoir to the Drip Ring, 
then stake the columns into 
the growing medium for easy, 
even drips. 

$10, spedaltyhydroponics.com 

15 . 

PowerPlot Organic 
GroMaxxDisc 

Simple and Smart 
for Indoors and Out 

If you like easy growing, con¬ 
sider an innovative new tech¬ 
nology that’s perfect for any 
organic pot farmer. Power- 
Plot’s GroMaxx grow disc is 
an all-natural product con¬ 
taining specialized mined 
minerals such as silica, zeolite 
and phillipsite, plus a unique 
blend of proprietary des¬ 
ert minerals—including the 
essential micronutrients that 
plants need to thrive. 

Water and nutrients are 
absorbed by the grow disc, 
which sits at mid-level inside 
each plant’s container. The 
tiny honeycombs of gran¬ 
ules trap moisture and miner¬ 
als, extending the availability 
of food for root uptake when 
needed (especially in hot cli¬ 
mates). The grow disc can 
also act as a buffer between 
the primary grow medi¬ 
um and drainage stones at 
the bottom of the contain¬ 
er, helping protect and con¬ 
tain plants’ root zones. For 
accelerated growth, try Pow- 
erPlot’s organic soil amend¬ 
ment as well. 

Cost: GroMaxx Disc, $10 
(3 ct.); Soil Amendment, $30 
(20 lb.), growpowerplot.com, 
352348-8192 

16 . 

Wind King 
High-Speed 
Industrial Fans 

For Non-Ducted Airflow 

Not all air movement is pro¬ 
duced via ductwork and 
inline fans; sometimes even 
the largest grow ops need the 
simple functionality of room 
fans. Wind King high-speed 
fans provide excellent airflow 
in those spaces where air 
gets stagnant, heat pockets 


form and plant pests breed. 

These powerful floor fans 
come in three sizes (12-, 16- 
and 18-inch), providing qui¬ 
et and efficient air circulation 
for any size garden. Wind 
King prides itself on reliable 
and affordable products and 
backs each unit with a one- 
year warranty. 

$58 ( 12 ), $66 ( 16 ), $70 ( 18 ) 
wind-king.com 

17 . 

Complete pH 
Testing and 
Adjusting Kit 

A Hydro Grower’s Best 
Friend 

If you grow hydroponically, 
you know better than anyone 
the fate that lies in store for 
growers who don’t regular¬ 
ly test and adjust the pH lev¬ 
el in their reservoir. Salt and 
residue build-up from nutri¬ 
ent solutions, and even the 
use of certain water sources, 
can change pH levels signifi¬ 
cantly enough to wreak hav¬ 
oc on entire crops. For just 
a few bucks and a couple of 
minutes per day, this pH test¬ 
ing and adjusting kit can save 
you thousands of dollars! 

The kit—which comes com¬ 
plete with crystal pH up and 
down-is reliable and simple 
to use: Just fill the test tube 
with your nutrient solution, 
add a few drops of the pH test 
indicator and observe the 
resulting color. 

$10, monstergarden.com 

18 . 

Solar Wind 
8” Inline Fan 

Keeps Plants Healthy and 
GardensSecure 

Airflow in any garden is 
essential for healthy plants, 
but in an indoor growroom, 
it’s especially crucial: Air 
movement not only helps 
keep temperatures down and 
delivers fresh air to gardens, 
but it can also aid in odor con¬ 
trol and security. 

This ductwork-compati¬ 
ble model, manufactured by 
GrowOp Technology Ltd., is 
an excellent alternative to 
some of the more expen¬ 
sive fans on the market, 
which can weigh in on the 
(much) pricier side of grow¬ 
room gear. With a 747 cfm rat¬ 
ing, this 8-inch inline fan is 
perfect for moving air over 
hot bulbs through connect¬ 
ed lamp hoods, for attach¬ 
ing to carbon filters to scrub 








































































400 Watt MH/HPS Light System $124.99 
600 Watt HPS Light System $164.99 
1000 Watt MH/HPS Light System $164.99 

■ AIK UXJLtU Rtf-LtC rUKi JUBr htW BUCKS MUHt 


U NEW AND IMPROVED DESIGNS! 

' $ I loom Complete Systems 

I ( 2'x2 f $479 j 2'x4'$799 j 3'x3'$839 
tm&ltSM 4’x4' $949 4'x8' $1799 

js&rSg'X, j Organic Grow Room Complete Systems 

! 2 J x2 r $379 j 2 , x4'$S99 [ 3'x3'$599 
* 4'x4'$619 |4'x8'$1199 

fndudeFSystems, Lights, Fan, Carbon Filter, Timers, YoYos, 
Pots, Mini-Clip Fan, Temp/Humidtty Gage, and Setup DVD, 
Purchase Nutrients & Media separately. 

Upgrade your light for just a few bucks morel 

AddaPrtpag3tion5( Oaring Kit $49,99 


400 Watt MH/HPS Electronic Light System $124.99 
600 Watt HPS Electronic Ught System $15999 
1000 Watt MH/HPS Electronic Light System $259.99 


Ots TKi/e, we just Lowetfp esx ot&u&tt/vewroK'/- toMt see o 


Selling brand name productsyou know and trust. 

We compare product & shipping charges to assure you the 


Check out the highly reflective and amazing ORCA 
I Film, taking the industry by storm. We also have 
l Leading Industry Nutrient Lines, Fabric Aeration Pots, 
Dozens of Water Chillers, Co2 Regulators, Propagation 
Tools,Ventilation Equipment,Carbon Filters,and MOWP! 


4 

PLANT DEEP WATER HYDRO SYSTEM $1 

45.99 

. 1 PLANT HYDRO SYSTEM $29.99 




8 BAG, 5 GALLON 
OIL EXTRACTION KITS ARE HERE! 

■ALSO AVAILABLE IN l,10,2aAND 52 GALLONS 


COMPLETE HERB DRYER 2X2 $329.99 

3X3 $399.99 


GROW TENTS 

2'x2'x4' $99 5'x10'x7' $499 

2'x4'x6 $189 8'x8'x7' $599 

3'x3'x6' $129 10'xlOT $799 

4'x4'x7' $189 16'x8'x7' $989 

4'x8'x7' $339 20’x10'x7'$1189 



*5a les Tax Free (except in GA) 



Discreet, Confidential. Secure. 

IRee 1.866.803.2100 

Visa, MC, and Money Orders accepted, 

*Call for A Free Catalog! 


www.hydrowholesale.com 


Authorized Dealer 
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your growroom exhaust, or 
for simple intake/exhaust air 
exchanges for fresh, cool air. 

$130*, growopltd.com, 
855-447-6967 

19. 

CO z Boost Buckets 

Perfect for the Small to 
Medium Grow 

Plants breathe C0 2 and that it 
plays an integral role in pho¬ 
tosynthesis. But did you know 
that a little added C0 2 can 
help pack extra weight on 
your buds? 

Perfect for the home grow¬ 
ers, this all-natural genera¬ 
tion system provides a nice 
boost to your room's C0 2 lev- 
els-well beyond ambient lev¬ 
els, which generally hover 
around 300 to 400 ppm. The 
kit itself is extremely simple 
and efficient, using a nutri¬ 
tional, organic-compost sub¬ 
strate in conjunction with 
mushroom spores that, when 
mixed together, naturally cre¬ 
ate carbon dioxide. A buck¬ 
et holds the materials, and a 
pump is inserted to deliver 
the C0 2 directly to plant sites 
via spaghetti lines. Each buck¬ 
et lasts approximately three 
months-just enough time for 


your indoor cycle. 

There are no odors, sugars, 
yeasts or chemicals associ¬ 
ated with a C0 2 Boost buck¬ 
et, and, the added yield that 
a C0 2 -enriched atmosphere 
provides may be that little 
extra that helps you through 
your next home harvest! 
$120*, co2boost.com, 
info@co2boost.com, 
800-955-8384 

20 . 

Payload Bags 

A Hash Lover’s Dream 

What to do with all that har¬ 
vest trim? Make hash, of 
course! Payload's filter-bag 
sets are perfect for making 
super-flavorful bubble hash 
via traditional water-extrac¬ 
tion processes. This four-bag 
kit includes screen filters of 
220-, 90-, 73- and 25-micron 
sizes, as well as one 12' x 10' 
pressing screen, and they 
have one of the best retail 
prices on the market. Pay- 
load also offers a nine-bag 
kit. Both kits come in 5- and 
32-gallon sizes and have a 
100% satisfaction guarantee. 
$135* (4 bags, 5-gallon 
size), payloadbags.com, 
877-232-4769 
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Quick £ Easy solutions! 


Incognito Belt 

V ga ■Ikjjhiifcn MNlri IM !Iri■ 


IlKDinPWfe* 


* 100% Effective 

■ Works Tar AH Tests 

■ Totally Undeterlable 

■ H ghost Quality laxsn 
Rei> Synthfflrt Umm 

*NoMi)iniflftetnirrerl 


’Ideal Heat Source-Heat 
Pad* included 

1 Urns** - Mai* or Female Ujii 
1 1'lYr, Double Vaur Money 
Bart Gi.amuse* 


$1 25j , Buy 3 get 1 Free 


NOW AVAILABLE 

ftuserninijitir NfW that Clem" GUM 




The- wniH'i IWxt Sniiva Neulralinng Gun 
Th« BEST 5*1 .mb xuhriKMi amildbl* 

4 Wcrks fin all Cam* ilKhjdnfl MroOnil 
■ IMn r.li~i'Tci! ;trir>: i £ fix] i^fudprifir taping Ilia product 

* irienivs m |.if Xi seconds and aflecr mi lap 39 rmnvtM. 

* ZXr'ii Ccr.iWe Van. Money Back Giiiranlae 

S90.ii Buy 3 get 1 Free 



■ Werltf's Smallest, Must PtitomL 
Undiuctebl# Urine Piinfisr ever Created f 

■ The Solution for Random EMU Test or 
Tost Pantrl Tesiing 

■ Fcinnu luted In Dcsiroy ALI Toxins on Contact 

■Simple to Us. tPc.. nple 

■ 1.5mL Micro t\ *tra ill & ryla CSuncaal 

■ Good for Uf ” l*t 

'2W%D0V 'Yr 'r 3 ' jd&rsrtfoe 

SI 25 r 1 Buy 3 get 1 Free 


Online Ordering 

TestNegative.com 

Call Toil-Free - 24hr Ordering Hollioe 

1.866.900.5656 

1.877.420.7277 

8USHI - jVext Day Delivery Available 

UHLCK LOCAL. £. A'L ANU L ULHAL LAWS EJLI Out DHDLHIHG 


ClearChoice 


TRUSTER SINCE 1^95 
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HAIR FOLLICLE 
SHAMPOO 


1 Sim pin two Stop Process 
Rem D>v *5 All Toxins within M mute s 
Clear Zonu lor Up !o 9 hours 
For Aliy Hair Len(irh 
SfiteiOMhe H.nr and 5™ Ip 
< 200% BOUBLE Yaur Money Baek Guarantee 

$75.i . Buy 3 get 1 Free 


HIGH TIMIS READERS 

get $5 OFF 

(use coupon coder Soft] 

FREE PRIORITY SKIPPING 

on all web orders over $135 


Strictly Confidential/ Discreet Stripping 

All major credll carets accepted 
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, §Green World Path 

in ■>«‘ n rue World LtedsH' in Organic* A«iiJ Beyon-d 


Manufacturers of organic and natural fertilizers 
customized for your growing needs 



g ree nw o r! d path .co m 

Ph 352-739-D20G 
1665 Donlo Way 
Grooksvilfe. F|_ 34601 
USA 


Major and micro 
nutrients 

Nitrogen producing 
biotog icais 

Pest controls and 
fungicides 

Full manufacturing & 
research lab 

Also produce vertical 
Grow Towers 

Your label or ours* 

"Buy dlracl or become nn 
associate mirkaler 
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1- Mix the grain and Psiioeybe Cubensis 
spores together without ever having to opei 
the sterilized bag. 

2, After the grain has been colonized, mi 
with the bag of compost 

That’s alt there is to lt£ 

* Put the Kit in a warm place 

* Wait a couple of weeks for your 
mushrooms to grow 

* No need to water it or even look at it 

* Just go away and leave it alone 

* The mushrooms grow automatically 


It’s That 


We include: 


• Complete Instructions 
with color photos 

PLUS: 

• A free DVD shows every¬ 
thing you need to know 

• Awesome videos of 
mushroom farms in 
Holland, 

The EZGro Mushroomfcit 

Includes everything vou need: 


* Psiioeybe Cubensis spores 

* Grain 

* Our world famous special 
blend of mushroom compost 


Order 

Toll-Free 

at 

800-426-6777 


1 The price is only $105 
plus $15 shipping 
for a Tefal of $120 

■ Washington State residents 
Please ad Sales tax of $ 10.68 


□ EZ Gro 

Mushroontklt;,',.','..$120 

2-step grow-it-yourself kit includes 
Psiioeybe cubensis spores and shipping 
Sony, not sold outside the USA. 

□ The Mushroom Cultivator:..,.,..$40 

The biggest and best book ever published 
on growing mushrooms. 400 pages, 
color photos. 

Order Toll-Free Today! 800-426-6777 

Visa. MasterCard,. American Express, and 
Discover cards accepted, Checks take longer to 
process than money orders. 

Questions? 

Phone: 206-782-4532 or 
Email: info@homesteadbook.com 

Homestead Book Company 
P.O. Box 17444 
Seattle, WA 98127 

Serving you since 1972. Our 36th year. Sorry, no 
COD's. Washington Stale residents please add 
8,9% sales tax. 

Name: 


I 

I Address: 


State 


Total Enclosed: 


Visit us online 
at 

www, li omestead boo k ,cc m 


Homestead Book Company 
P.0, Box 17444 
Seattle, WA 98127 
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SPECIALTY | 
HYDROPONICS? 


OUR SPECIALTY IS LOW PRICES fi"; 1 - 888 - 821-8996 




sis 99 m mn mh bulb sis39 

SOD WATT MPS BULB 39 1 OOGWATT WH BULB 134 99 
1 OOP WATT HPS BULB 539 99 


Complete grow rooms includes growing 
system* lights, light hanger*,. in-line fan, 
carbon filter, hygromateri'tihei-me meter, 
timer, dip fan, and more. 

HYDRO 3X3 GROW ROOM: S8U9.99 
HYDRO 4X4 GROW ROOM: $989.99 
HYDRO 4X3 GROW ROOM: $1,339.99 
SOIL 3X3 GROW ROOM: $639,99 
SOIL 4X4 GROW ROOM: $679 99 
SOIL 4X0 GROW ROOM: $1,249 99 


400 WATT HPS BULB 


eoo watt conversion bulb $59 99 
1 DtlO DUAL ARC BULB W? 59 


0.0 


Complete digital system Includes 
dimmabb digital ballast, bulb, wing 
reflector and light hangers. 

400 WATT D1GFTAL SYSTEM: $127,99 
300 WATT DIGITAL SYSTEM: $105,99 
1,000 WATT DIGITAL SYSTEM: 265.99 


s r 


Complete magnetic system includes ballast 
bulb, wino reflector and llaht handers, 


bull: wing reflector and light hangers. 

400 WATT MAGNETIC SYSTEM: $129 99 
600 WATT MAGNETIC SYSTEM: $169,99 
1,000 WATT MAGNETIC SYSTEM: $169 99 


Complete vertical system includes ballast, 
bulb & 19" to&l tube. Upgrade to 40" and 60 
cool tubes upon request. 

m WATT VERTICAL DIGITAL SYSTEM: S2B999 
6W WATT VERTICAL DIGITAL SYSTEM; $29S.W 
1.000 WATT VERTICAL DIGITAL SYSTEM. 5349.99 


flip bqxls starting ai 
AIR POT5 STARTING AT 52 95 
4X4 GROW TENT 5225.00 
4X3 GROWN TENT 5385 90 
U SITE VALUE CLONER $42 99 
55 BITE BUBBLE CLONES S’45.95 


400 WATT VERTICAL MAGNETIC SYSTEM: *269.99 
m WATT VERTICAL MAGNETIC SYSTEM: 5279,99 
1,000 WATT VERTICAL MAGNETIC SYSTEM - 5249,99 


COfIMiETE tER'I’EAE UGBT SVSTEfllS 

— 


eOMYIDEHTIAL • SECURE • DISCREET 


www. spec ioltyhydroponics. com 


PRODUCTS NOT INTENDED FOR ILLEGAL USE 


WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD & MONEY ORDERS 
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JOSEPH 

CASIAS 


When Wal-Mart fired a card-carrying medical-marijuana patient for 
failing a drug test, it probably didn’t expect to end up in federal court. 


THE HIGH TIMES INTERVIEW 



Joseph Casias displays 
his Michigan medical 
marijuana card in front of 
Wal-Mart, which fired him 
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I n 2009, three days before Thanksgiving, Joseph 
Casias was bred from his job at the Wal-Mart 
in Battle Creek, MI, after testing positive for 
THC. Casias—who’d been named the compa¬ 
ny’s Associate of the Year in 2008—was given a 
mandatory drug test after he sprained his knee while 
struggling to control an overloaded, top-heavy cart 
of merchandise. 

Casias is a state-sanctioned medical-marijuana 
patient who suffers from a rare form of sinus can¬ 
cer. As a result, he has a virtually inoperable tumor 
that was already the size of a softball back when he 
was hrst diagnosed at age 17. Despite having to live 
with severe chronic pain, Casias was successfully 
employed—and frequently praised—by Wal-Mart 
for a period of five straight years, starting off as an 
entry-level grocery Stocker in 2004 and working his 
way up to inventory-control manager. 

After his abrupt termination, Joseph sued Wal- 
Mart in state court, but the company’s lawyers were 
successful in having the case moved to federal court, 
where it was dismissed. Joseph’s lawyers, Daniel 
Grow and the ACLU, then took the case to the US 
Court of Appeals, arguing that the Michigan Medical 
Marihuana Act explicitly protects employees from 
being bred for using medical marijuana in accor¬ 
dance with the law. They’re currently waiting for oral 
arguments in the case to be scheduled. And while 
Casias’s cancer has been in remission for nine years, 
the married father of two struggles to feed his family. 


Where did you grow up? 

I grew up in Cleveland, OH. 
I have two younger brothers 
and an older sister. We lived 
in the city. I love Cleveland 
and the people there—it’s a 
great city. 

Where did your parents work? 

When I was younger, my 
mom managed a Dunkin’ 
Donuts. My father actually 
wasn’t my father, but he was 
the only father I ever knew; 
he raised me from when I was 
one year old. He was a truck 
driver and a construction 
worker. He passed away in 
April of this year. 


When did you move to 
Michigan? 

Around 1994. My mom 
didn’t know who her real 
father was and went look¬ 
ing for him. She ended up 
in Battle Creek and got sick. 
That’s why I came here to 
begin with. 

I liked it because it wasn’t 
so fast-paced, wasn’t so many 
people, wasn’t a lot of crime 
in Battle Creek at that time. 

It was a very quiet place; 
everybody was really friendly. 
I love Michigan. 

How did you find out you were 
sick? 


It started when I was 17.1 
was living in Battle Creek, and 
I had started getting weak. I 
don’t remember everything 
because I had blackouts. I 
only remember certain things: 
My nose was bleeding all 
the time, nonstop, no matter 
what I did. Then I got to the 
point where I was coughing 
up blood. I had lost so much 
weight, I was skin and bones. 

I could barely even walk. 

I went to the ER in Battle 
Creek. I would go there all the 
time, but they would send me 
home and tell me nothing was 
wrong with me. The lady at 
the front desk knew my name 
in full. I did that for a year, 
once or twice a week, and one 
day I finally went in there, 
and there was an ER doctor 
from Kalamazoo who said, 
“You know why you’re coming 
in here like this?” She told me 
I had cancer, a form of cancer 
that was not common—it was 
really rare. They weren’t sure 
of what it was, but they knew 
it was cancer. 

She sent me home. I went 
home to my mom and gave 
her the paperwork [for admis¬ 
sion to the hospital]. I was on 
death’s door by this time, and 
my mom picked me up and 
carried me to the ER room, 
and they started doing tests. 

I remember they did a 
biopsy. They couldn’t give me 
anything for pain when they 
stuck it up my nostril—I was 
too far into the final stage of 
cancer, and they didn’t want 
to give me anything because it 
could take my life. 

They figured out it was a 
form of sinus cancer that orig¬ 
inated in China, but they can’t 
figure out how I got it. It’s not 
genetic cancer; the name is 
“nasopharyngeal cancer.” The 
tumor is in the back of my 
head. They gave me chemo 
and lots of radiation right 
away. That stuff makes you so 
sick—I got so sick I wanted 
to die. I really thought, “This 
ain’t worth it.” 

How did you become a 
medical-marijuana patient? 


My oncologist has been 
my doctor since I was 17. 

We talked about it. I said, 
“This stuff is not helping—I 
need something that’s going 
to help me.” I was taking 
Lortab 10/500 [10 mg. of 
hydrocodone and 500 mg. of 
acetaminophen] for pain. I 
had no appetite; it made me 
sick to my stomach. I tried to 
take the anti-nausea medi¬ 
cine, but it just didn’t work so 
I stopped taking them. 

We talked about it, and 
he felt that marijuana would 
help me therapeutically and 
help me alleviate my pain. He 
thought it would be worth 
trying to see if it works—this 
was right after the law was 
passed. I didn’t even vote for 

"Tim) gave me 
cl/emo ai/(/ hlx of 
radiation iit/hl 
mean. Thai xtuff 
m/hex rmi xo 

T 

xick—Ufol xo sick 
I wm/led to die ." 


this law because I didn’t know 
about it, but I want to thank 
all the Michigan voters who 
passed this law. It’s helped me 
so much. 

How does marijuana help your 
condition? 

It alleviates the pain. 

Using a pain scale, rating 
it from 1 to 10, my pain, on 
average, is at a 2 or 3 with 
marijuana. Usually my sinus 
is clogged, but when I smoke, 
five to 10 minutes later all 
that’s clogged in there will 
just drop into the back of my 
throat, and I spit it up and 
can breathe through my nose 
again. It’s an amazing thing, 
really. It’s mind-boggling to 
me—when you’ve tried so 





























94 Joseph Casias 


High Times January 20lS 



7 loved itvrkiiiff cil 11 dl-Marl. I fell like! had a pnrjme. 
!jml (raided lo he (he bed I couldpomblv be at all amts. " 


many different medications 
and none of them do this for 
you, but you can smoke this 
and it will cure it? 

God put this plant here— 
and I don’t care, no one is 
going to tell me any different. 
God put it here as a natu¬ 
ral medicine and a natural 
resource, and people don’t 
want to let it be because they 
have greedy ways. 

You said you’re in remission, 
but you still have the tumor? 

Yes, the tumor sits on top 
of my spinal cord. They told 
me the percentages are high 
for me to become paralyzed 
or die because the tumor had 
eaten through the bone mar¬ 
row of my spine and also the 
base of my skull. The tumor is 
actually holding my head on. 
It’s right where my neck goes 
into my skull. 

Eventually, one day, my 
head will probably fall off. 

Isn’t there anything they can do 
about that? 

My doctor wanted to give 
me surgery. He still says I 
need it, but the tumor is not 


growing, it’s at a standstill. 
It’s just there, but I still have 
lots of pain. 

They gave me a 70 to 80 
percent chance of being para¬ 
lyzed or dying during that 
surgery. I think if my choice 
is between being paralyzed 
or dying ... well, I have little 
kids. I’m not trying to leave 
them yet. 

After I met with the doc¬ 
tors, I felt that I will have a 
better chance if I don’t have 
the surgery—besides the fact 
I don’t have money to cover 
surgery like that. It’s very 
expensive. 

What is their concern? 

That the tumor will move 
and my head will fall off my 
body. Kinda like a car with 
bad tires—when they pop, 
that’s all there is. [Laughs] 
When I started working at 
Wal-Mart, I already had the 
cancer and was using differ¬ 
ent pain medicine. My pain is 


constantly in my neck and my 
back—it’s really terrible, to 
work like I did and do what 
I had to do. Grocery work is 
laborious work. 

When did you start working at 
Wal-Mart? 

In 2004,1 hired in as an 
overnight grocery Stocker. 

At first, I was just trying to 
support my family. My mom 
lived with us at the time, I 
had my brothers living with 
me—I was trying to take 
care of everybody. I was just 
trying to make a better life 
for everyone. I wasn’t asking 
to be a million-dollar man—I 
just wanted a piece of that 
American dream, you know? 
No matter where you came 
from, no matter who you are, 
you can have a piece of that 
dream. 

I loved working at Wal- 
Mart. I felt like I had a pur¬ 
pose. I just wanted to be the 
best I could possibly be at all 


costs. I wanted them to look 
at me and say, “Hey, here’s 
a good worker right there.” 
That’s all I wanted. 

I’d say you succeeded. Weren’t 
you the 2008 Associate of the 
year? 

Yes. In April of 2008,1 
became Associate of the 
Month, then I switched jobs 
during the year, got promoted 
and became Associate of the 
Year. 

Wal-Mart fired you for testing 
positive for marijuana. Why did 
they drug-test you? 

On that night, I didn’t have 
enough help to get the job 
done. I was unloading the 
truck. We overstocked carts 
and pallets more than we 
should have. I asked one of 
the managers, “Where should 
we put this stuff?” He said, 
“Do whatever you’ve got to do 
to get it to the floor.” 

The manager was saying, 
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1 ST OF IT’S KIND 
I KRATOM BASED 
SUBLINGUAL SPRAY 


Natural Herbal Relaxation 


TO ORDER CALL (855) 21A-R0MA 
WWW.AROMA-MIST.CO 


WHOLESALE & 
DISTRIBUTER 
PRICING AVAILABLE 


CALL TO PURCHASE TODAY! 



Cannabis Concentrates Tutona 


ver See 


Does your honey oil look like this? 




Tested at, 77*85% Pure THC , ^ , j 

Learnihe^Alchemy Science Secrets 

For P ro d u ct ■ Infom nafron and OrdefingWisif us at 

Anonymous Purchase Option Available 

Warning: The methods explained in this DVD utilize solvents which 
include butane. This dvd is sold for informational purposes only. 
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Over 90 minutes of 
’concentrated' Info 
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“Come on!” But I was pushing 
the cart, and it was awkward. 

I pushed the cart and my 
knee just went the wrong 
way—it snapped, and I knew 
instantly it was real bad. I 
immediately sat down on a 
bench for a few minutes, and 
when I got back up, I couldn’t 
put pressure on my knee. 

They let me go home—my 
shift was up anyway. They 
said, “Go home tonight and 
come back tomorrow and see 
how it is.” I went home and 
came back the next day. They 
offered to take me to the ER 
but wanted me to unload the 
truck first, so they’d at least 
have the truck unloaded. 

Then they took me to the ER. 

After they said, “You’re 
going to have to take a drug 
test,” I let them know I’m a 
medical-marijuana patient. I 
handed them my card. They 
put me on crutches. I had 
sprained my knee pretty bad. 

Then I had to see the Wal- 
Mart doctor, and I handed 
them my medical-marijuana 
card and again had no issues 
whatsoever. They put me on 
restrictions—I was still doing 
the same thing, but I couldn’t 
bend, squat or kneel. But I 
was doing the same thing I 
had been doing. 

I think I worked for almost 
a week. Then I got a call from 
the place that does the lab 
work for the Wal-Mart doctor, 
and he told me everything 
came out fine, except he 
wanted to know if I took 
Marinol [a pharmaceutical 
drug made from synthetic 
THC]. I said, “I’m a medical- 
marijuana patient, and I have 
a state-issued license to use 
medical marijuana for my 
illness.” 

He said, “Is it Marinol?” I 
said no. He said, “Is it in pill 
form?” I said, “No, but I have 
a state-issued license.” He 
said, “I don’t know what to 
tell you—you’re going to have 
to talk to your store manager.” 

I immediately went into 
the manager’s office. The 
store manager had gone 
home for the day, but I told 


the co-manager about the 
conversation with the gentle¬ 
man from the lab and showed 
him my card. He said, “Oh 
yeah, that’s why they passed 
that law. Why don’t you take 
a break and I’ll call the store 
manager and talk to him 
about this.” 

I went for a break and 
came back, and he said, “You 
don’t have nothing to worry 
about. Everything’s fine; 
there’s no issue. You have the 
state-issued card—the only 
thing we need is a copy of 
your card.” 

They took a copy of my 
card, and I worked the next 
day. And when I came back 
Monday, I was not there five 
minutes when the store man¬ 
ager came from the receiv¬ 
ing area and said, “Hey, Joe, 

I need to talk to you in my 
office.” I said okay. They had 
the loss-prevention [security] 
guy there and another man¬ 
ager and the store manager, 
and we all sat down. The 
manager said, “Joe, I under¬ 
stand you have a medical- 
marijuana card, but I’m sorry 
to inform you that I have to 
terminate you.” 

I said, “Why?” He said, “For 
failing the drug policy.” I said, 
“I don’t understand. How can 
you fire me if I have a health 
issue?” And he said, “I have 
to fire you. I wish I could just 
write you up, but I have to 
terminate you.” 

He asked if I had any 
questions for him, and I said, 
“You’re making it clear that 
you’re going to terminate me.” 
The impression I got was, it 
would have been okay for me 
to take it in pill form—but the 
reason I didn’t was because 
my doctor said, “You’re better 
off growing it yourself. The 
Marinol will cost you $300 a 
month for a prescription.” 

But you had cancer when you 
were hired at Wal-Mart. Weren’t 


you taking narcotics for the 
pain back then? 

Yes. When I worked for 
Wal-Mart, I was struggling 
with cancer and taking differ¬ 
ent medications. I was taking 
Lortab. 

And Wal-Mart didn’t have an 
issue with you taking a heavy 
narcotic while working for 
them? 

You have to take a drug 
test when you hire in, and 
when I did, I was on Lortab. I 
showed them my prescription, 
and they had no issue with it. 
They knew I got it from the 
pharmacy out front. If they 
tell you otherwise, they’re 
a bunch of fibbers. They all 
knew I was fighting cancer. 

So the Wal-Mart lab guy wanted 
to know if you were taking 
Marinol because that would 
have been acceptable under 
their drug policy? 

That was the overall 
impression I got. 

What did you do after you were 
fired? 

I went home. I couldn’t 
look at my wife because I 
knew what it meant to my 
family, me being terminated. 

I knew we would be facing 
some hard times. 

I cried because I really 
cared about my job. The 
managers would say, “I don’t 
know what we’d do without 
you, Joe. You’re the best 
employee we have. You’re our 
savior, Joe.” It wasn’t one or 
two managers—it was every 
manager. They knew if they 
wanted something done, I 
would do my best to do it. 

When this happened, it 
was like, “Well, you’re fired, 
Joe.” How can you praise 
someone so much and then 
just completely disregard 
them? I never used marijuana 
at work. How can they punish 
someone for that? 


How did you come to sue 
them? 

I was upset, and I went 
into a severe depression and 
didn’t talk to anyone for three 
months—not my wife or my 
kids. Then I had a dream: I 
was in a room, and there were 
all these people with suits 
and ties on in the dream, 
and, well, it was telling me I 
have to make it known that 
I was fired. In the dream, I 
was emailing everyone telling 
them I had been fired—and 
why I was fired. 

It seems you rely heavily on 
your faith. 

People have different 
beliefs. I believe in the Bible— 
I [believe] the Bible is more of 
a literal thing. When you talk 
about “Love your neighbor,” I 
think that’s more to the point. 
I believe that God sent Jesus 
here as God to be with us— 
and because of our sin, He 
suffered through that. He sent 
His only begotten son here so 
we could have salvation and 
eternal life. 

Regarding this battle with 
Wal-Mart, what do you believe 
is God’s plan for you? 

I feel God’s plan for me 
is to spread as much love as 
I can and show people how 
to open up instead of having 
so much hate. We do have 
enough love for everybody. 

The Bible tells you to love 
your enemies. You shouldn’t 
judge people—that’s for the 
Lord to do. Even if they don’t 
believe in what you believe in, 
you should still love them. 

Do you love Wal-Mart? 

[Long pause] Yes. I just 
want them to do the right 
thing. I do love them. Did 
they make me upset? Of 
course they did —but it’s just 
not in my nature to hate 
anyone or anything. That’s 
the person I am. 
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Don't Trust Your Herb to Just Any BagI 


Realize the benefits 6f storing your herbal meditation in 


First Quality Oven Bags 





for more information 
Call toll-free 877-7^-7*87 
www.fir5.tq itnl r tyb agii.cn m 


First Quality is a family owned business founded 
3n 1956 and located fn Schuylkill Haven* PA {USA). 


Preserve Freshness 

First Quality oven bags are constructed of the 
h igliest qua Iky food grade nylo 11 resin. This 
heavy gauge nylon film (also used fn the medical 
and aerospace industries) is guaranteed to be 
free of pin holes. Proprietary technology 
{47 years experience) facilitates exceptionally 
strong r,cah providing an excellent gas and 
aroma barrier. 


Safe & Convenient 

First Quality is the only manufacturer 
of nylo n oven bags t hat Is □ 910 K 
l : DA registered medical device 
manufacturer. All of the First 
Quality products meet or exceed 
the strictest government standards and 
can he trusted to protect your medicinal 
herb products. 


Keep it Safe! 
Keep it Fresh! 



VWORKER BJ\$S 

F 00 G 5 AFE 

FLAVORS* 

KGBUST 

HIQH HEAT TOLERANCE 



For mar? information 
Call toltyre* & ?7~ 726- ?2i7 
n'\vw,prsiq uttlifyh ags* com 
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Expert Grow Advice 

Males vs. Females, When Ants Attack, ^ 

HID Help and more! Aaj 

^ 1 

Send your cannabis cultivation questions to deardanko@hightimes.com. 


subject Males Gone Wild 
from: Eric 

** I started growing outdoors 
six years ago, usually growing 
10 or 12 plants each summer, 
about half of which resulted 
in female plants each season. 

My growing conditions aren’t 
ideal, but the girls usually 
yield enough pot to last me 
through the winter. This year, 
all my plants developed into 
males, which I culled from 
my crop as soon as the male 
characteristics were apparent. 

However, not wanting my efforts to be 
a total flop (and having nothing to lose) 

I have let my two remaining plants 
(both males) continue to grow. My 
questions are: will male plants produce 
any buds worth smoking? And will the 
seeds from these plants be OK for me 
to plant next summer, or would they 
be more likely to produce more male 
plants? High Times has been incredibly 
helpful in all my grow efforts and I 
appreciate all the years of good advice. 

Dear Eric, 

Male plants won’t produce buds at all. 
When males flower, they form pollen 
sacks that aren’t good for smoking at all. 
Without females around, they won’t pro¬ 
duce seeds either, making them basi¬ 
cally useless unless you plan to collect 
their pollen for breeding purposes. I say 
destroy the males and focus on getting 
the amount of females you want for next 
year’s run. Good luck! 


subject Ant Misbehaving 
from: Jesse 

^ Hello, I was wondering-are ants bad for 
my bud tree? I’ve been seeing a few here 
and there and it seems like they are multi¬ 
plying rapidly. 

Dear Jesse, 

Ants are definitely bad for your cannabis 
plants. Not only do they build their nests 
in your growing medium, doing damage 
to your delicate root system, they also 
have a habit of “ranching” aphids. They 
herd the aphids around and consume the 
sweet secretions that the aphids produce 
from eating your plants. It’s incredible to 
see the way the ants are able to exploit a 


different species for their own gain, but 
you must get rid of both the ants and the 
aphids as soon as possible. 

Several different remedies exist for 
ridding your grow area of ants. They 
particularly hate cinnamon, so spread¬ 
ing some around will repulse them and 
hopefully make them migrate elsewhere. 
Uncooked grits on the surface of your 
growing medium also works wonders 
against infestations. Ants eat them and 
practically explode when they expand 
in their digestive system. Another com¬ 
mon ant killer is boric acid spread lightly 
around your growing medium or around 
the outside of your pots. Be sure not 
to apply too much, as it will have an 
adverse effect on your plants. 
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Danko Tip: In soil or soilless mix, keep pH levels 
of soil and nutrient solution between 6.2-6.8. 
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subject Burnt Leaves 

from: G Funk 

£*-Some of my plants have been having 
an issue lately and it’s a burn if I’m not 
mistaken. I need to know for sure so I can 
fix it. Some of the leaves are getting burnt 
spots that are brownish looking in the 
middle of the leaves and at the tips. The 
burns start out as a small yellow or brown 
spot which grows to a bigger brown spot 
and eventually the whole leaf will die 
off. From what I can tell, it seems to be a 
phosphorous problem or a nutrient/salt 
build up. I flushed my pots which are 20 
gallons with 30 gallons of tap water/Flora 
Kleen (General Hydroponics) about one 
week ago and cut off the burnt leaves so 
I could more accurately monitor future 
issues. The issues stopped for several days 
but I’m starting to get some more burns. 
Another possible theory I’ve considered 
is an excess of chlorine in the tap water. I 
have heavily fed them about 3 - 4 (at most) 
times a week until a week or two ago and 
now feed heavy two times a week and 
water daily. My medium is Foxfarm Ocean 
Forest/Sunshine Mix/Bat Guano. Thank 
you for all the advice you guys provide: it's 
a blessing! 


Chlorine burns look almost 
white initially and will 
eventually kill leaves. 


Dear G, 

Sounds to me like you have accurately 
diagnosed your problem as burning 
caused by too much chlorine in your 
water. Since you flushed your plants and 
the problem persisted, I would have to 
agree that chlorine is definitely the issue. 
Luckily, it’s an easy problem to rem¬ 
edy and you should see healthier results 
quite quickly. 

Let any water you are going to use 
on your plants to sit out overnight in 
an open container and the chlorine will 
evaporate. Then add your nutrients to 
your water and use that chlorine-free 
nutrient solution. You should see no 
more signs of burnt leaves shortly. 


subject Closet Lighting 
from Mocha Man 

^ Love the column, and I’m a huge fan of 
your potcast! It’s my first time growing 
inside. What’s the best high intensity 
discharge (HID) light - HPS or MH? And also 
what wattage for a 4' x 3' closet? 

Dear Mocha, 

For a beginner growing in a closet the 
size that you describe I’d recommend a 
250-watt high-pressure sodium lighting 
system. You could use a 400-watt but I 
think you’ll have more heat issues than 


you might be prepared to deal with. Ide¬ 
ally, you would use a 250-watt metal 
halide (MH) during the vegetative stage 
of growth and switch to the HPS for the 
flowering stage. Another great option is 
a bank of T5 fluorescent lights made for 
growing plants. They’re very forgiving 
heat-wise, and they use less electricity. 

Thanks for the potcast love. Check out 
hightimes.com/freeweed and live-norml. 
org to listen or subscribe to my potcast, 
High Times Presents “Free Weed from 
Danny Danko”. 


subject Strain Hunter 

from A dude who needs some help 

<*■ I’m soon going to become a first-time 
grower and I like to consider myself to be 
somewhat of a connoisseur. I’m someone 
who is utterly infatuated with cannabis, 
from growth to medical advances to the 
joyous smoke and now I have an opportu¬ 
nity to grow my own stash. 

I’ve read as many issues of High Times 
as I can get my hands on, meticulously 
studied every article and bit of informa¬ 
tion I can find. I know though that I don’t 
know everything, which is why I’ve come 
to you. With all of these amazing strains 
available, how do I decide which one is 
the best for me? I tend to favor indica or 
/nd/ca-dominant plants, and will be grow¬ 
ing with organic soil in a 3'x 3'x 6' tent from 
hydrowholesale.com with the upgraded 
600-watt air cooled lighting system. 

I know certain strains I’ll eventually grow, 
but I don’t want to dive in too deep and get 
more than I can handle. So in short, what 
is a great yielding, high potency strain 
that’s great for beginners? Anything that 
is resistant to pests and diseases is very 
welcome. Thanks for reading and hope to 
get a response from a pro like yourself. 

Dear Dude, 

There are several great indica -dominant 
strains that are good yielders with high 
potency. They tend to be pest and dis¬ 
ease resistant as well due to their shorter 
flowering season and heartier temper- 
ment when compared to sativas. Three 
that I can think of offhand are Hash 
Plant from Sensi Seeds, LA Confidential 
from DNA Genetics or MK-Ultra from 
T.H.Seeds. 

Ultimately, you want to grow the 
strains that you love to smoke already so 
choose the ones best for you. 
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Danko Tip: In hydroponic reservoirs, 
keep nutrient pH levels beween 54-6.2. 


subject Neem Oil Blues 
from RedOut Inc. 


First and foremost I want to thank you for 
putting out a magazine that is dedicated 
not only to the hobbyist grower, but also 
to those who are pioneering the cannabis 
movement. I have been reading High Times 
religiously from front to back for quite a 
few years and am grateful for the info I 
have been able to synthesize from it. I’m 
currently going to school in pursuit of my 
PhD in pyschopharmacology to help those 
who can benefit from this botanical agent 
and to also tranquilize the stigma of using 
cannabis as a therapeutic alternative. 

My question for you is that, every time I 
seem to employ neem oil as a treatment 
and preventative against infestation, some 
of my phillies seem to have their leaves 
curl downwards. I am mixing it as directed 
and also applying a wetting agent. Am I 
applying too strong a mixture or just too 
much per plant? I’m stumped. Any advice 
would be greatly appreciated. 


Dear Red, 

Congrats on your studies as well as your 
dedication to the marijuana law reform 
movement. We need experts in all fields 
to stand up with us for freedom. 

You may indeed be using too much 
neem oil in your applications. Try using 
half the recommended amount and also 
rinse it off with plain water after an hour 
or so of letting it sit on your leaf tops and 
undersides. Use a sprayer and make sure 
to keep the lights far away when misting. 


subject The Size of the Pot 
from MistrGreenJeans 


^Through reading High Times for many 
years, I know that bigger is better when 
it comes to planter pot size. My vegetative 
area isn’t tall enough to handle my girls 


subject Plant Spacing 
from: Tracey 

starting a legal grow op in Michigan. 
The state says I have a limit of 12 plants. Is it 
too much to grow each plant under its own 
600-watt HPS bulb, meaning 12 lights in 
my grow space? Thanks in advance. 

Dear Tracey, 

Theoretically, you can grow each plant 


under its own 600-watt bulb, although 
this will mean you have several very 
important factors to consider—not the 
least of which will be the enormous 
amount of space and energy you’ll need 
to accommodate that many hot grow- 
lights. Using air or water cooled lights 
will help but you’ll need a warehouse 
sized space with industrial air-condition¬ 
ing installed in order to maintain that 
large a grow op. 


Also, the plants will need to vegetate 
for many weeks and even several months 
in order to get big enough to take advan¬ 
tage of your entire light canopy. You need 
to use huge containers, 35-gallon tubs 
or larger, and let the plants grow under 
18-22 hours of light per day until they 
develop an enormous root system and 
plenty of branching tops. Pruning and 
topping in order to keep the plants short 
and stocky is essential to not having 10- 
foot tall stretchy plants in your space. 
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Other Toroaio 


If you grow 
you know... 


Organic All-Phase™ 


www.theOtherTonnato.com 


Independent tab testing has shown: 

|7[ "significant ina&ose in the home 
density and pyodue ton. ." 

jV[ 'sj'gn/fltontjy increase o' .'ev&'s of 
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[7f "off medfcilnof preperfles of 
fbese ptantj were enhanced 
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Works With: i, 

J Hydroponics 
s Aero ponies 
s Traditional Soil Systems 


* All organic Si chemical free 

* Increases uptake St water retention 
i* Eliminates powdery maid & mildew 


Cost Comparison: 
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Organic Ail-Phase is an all- irrduK4VL 3 - liquid fiulriffnl 
Jusl acid feriiim 

ww w. I -h e Other T o m a t o com 

HiphTimes readers. Save 20^ 

Use coupon code. HT2011 


Danko Tip: Overfeeding and overwatering 
are the most common beginner mistakes. 


in their final resting place and they’re over 
a foot tall when entering the flowering 
area. What is the latest time in a plant’s 
life (in flowering) that I can transplant into 
a bigger pot? Do roots continue to grow 
throughout the flowering stage? 

Dear MGJ, 

I don’t recommend transplanting flow¬ 
ering plants due to the time that it takes 
them to recover from the shock of the 


process. Unless your plants are severely 
root bound, I would only transplant them 
during the vegetative stage and not 
within two weeks of when you plan to 
switch the light cycle. 

Roots will continue to grow through¬ 
out the flowering stage but your best bet 
is not to disturb them during this cru¬ 
cial time. The week or so they need to 
recover from transplant shock will be 
wasted and your yield will suffer. 
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at an amazing customer friendly price! 
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C% selection of 
feminized strains are 
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KRY STAUCA 

"Strain of the Year 2011 H 
Hifh Times 
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Official Worldwide Distributor 
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Bubble Gum ZZZZZZZZ 


Kali Mist 
Chronic 


White Russian _ 


11 regular seeds or 
6 feminized seeds 
in a tube 


For info: Postbus 1239, 1440 BE Pumerend. 
The Netherlands, info@serioussoeds.qom, 

www.seriousseeds.com 


Double Dutch 

Best of 2 dutch seedbanks sweetness 
of Warlock and yield of Chronic 


3*6 


Biddy Early 

Early, mold-resistant 
outdoor strain with 
sweet candy taste 


Home of the 
original award- 
winning strains! 


Our classic strains: 


Motavation 

Combines overwhelming 
body-stoned with strong 
creative head-high 


Now at home 


at Serious Seeds: 


Developed by Magus Genetics 


Serious Seeds 


Danko Tip: Stop foliar feeding plants 
after flowers have begun forming. 



subject Skunked 
from: Ray 

I smoked “skunk weed” back in the 70s and found it to be a weed 
that gives you the drive to get up and do things. It has a good effect 
on people who are a bit lazy. Is that type of skunk weed still grown 
and available? 

Dear Ray, 

I think what you are describing is a safzm-dominant vari¬ 
ety that’s particularly stinky as well. In the '80s they called it 
Road Kill Skunk and it has obtained quite a lore and mythology 
around it. Sadly, it seems the exact strain was lost to the ages, 
but many wonderful safzm-dominant strains remain. I would 
try anything with Southeast Asian, African or South American 
genetics, as these are typically the regions with the most uplift¬ 
ing and soaring sativas. In particular, try Vietnamese, Thai, 
Nigerian or Colombian for herb that motivates. 

























January 201^ High Times 


105 



UJLUUJ.HORTH_BB.ni_ 


Desert Discovery Produces Vigorous Growth, 
Higher Yields with 30% Less Water. 

PowerPlot is a patented combination of all-natural desert minerals with potent growing properties. It extends 
fertilizer life, promotes faster growth and creates larger root mass. Your plants will thrive thanks to the extended 
release of micro-nutrients and the extraordinary water retention of PowerPlot 

Unlike coconut matting and peat, PowerPlot offers numerous benefits, it requires less labor and is a highly efficient 
growing medium. PowerPlot mixes easily with your soiE or stands alone as a solo product for drip irrigation and 
hydroponic farming. You can also order the handy GroMaxx disc for potted plants. 


rtrtiKmoi 

High Yield Growth 
Mtdium 

flit Natural Mintrah 

30% Less Wdltr 
QtfjdceJ' Hcu^eSf 

Vfcrf us of /ItedCon Cup 
Son Francisco June 25-26 
Ask ho w to be o distributor! 


POWERPLOT 

High yield Grewtk 


Learn how to save up to 20% 
on fertilizer and water 
while increasing yields. 

Visit us and order 
www.powerplot.co 



GroMaxx Disc 


Potting 
Soil 

Drainage t 
Stones 
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Proven to grow the biggest plants! 
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* + Feminized vcrieries 
Mk-tlltro'.SAG E ". A-irom . 
Butme&e Kusl and Ku&hoge . 


IH.Seeds' Amsterdam. 1 +31 (0)20 4211762 lnfD@ltiseBds.corn 
Check tor yaur locol distrsbutcirs online dl www.lhseeds.com 




V'°v 


. ^ 


THINK BIG! 


Danko rip: Buy a negative ion generator 
to help eliminate odors. 


subject Cloning Station 
from Peggy Lou 

I have some “Ultimate” clones going on three weeks old. I used 
cloning gel (instead of powder) and the small moist planting plugs. 
I placed them under florescent lights (under a humidity dome) for 
two weeks. The clones are all standing tall even after the dome 
has been removed for one week. After the dome was removed I 
changed to a mild fertilizer solution. I checked today to see if they 
were ready to transplant, but lo and behold there isn’t one root to 
be seen in the one plug I removed to check. There are no other 
roots coming through the bottom of the other plugs in the tray. 
These clones are larger (about 4”) and sturdier than any I have 
taken before. These were from an outdoor plant. My others have 
been from my indoor garden. Shall I do anything or just wait? 
Thanks! 

Dear Peggy, 

As long as your clones look green and healthy, there’s still a 
chance that they will root eventually. If you wait and provide 
enough warmth and humidity, you should find your cuttings 
will root. Perhaps you could add an electric heat mat under¬ 
neath your tray to encourage rooting? But remember, some 
strains take a bit longer to send out roots so stay patient as 
long as they’re alive. 


subject Shed Grow 
from: Gabe F. 

t* I’m currently looking into a new living situation where there is 
already a shed built in the fenced back yard. It’s of decent size and 
cleanliness to serve as a decent grow area. I’m not worried too 
much about legal or security issues since I’m a legal patient and the 
laws already require the garden to be locked up. However, I live in 
central Michigan where winters are quite cold and summers get 
pretty hot, and I worry about the temperature creating extensive 
costs and even more maintenance/ monitoring since the shed is 
sparsely insulated. What is your personal opinion/ experience with 
shed grows, and do you think it would be a better use of my time 
to insulate the shed, or just keep the garden in the house? (Where I 
would have a significantly smaller area). Thanks and regards! 

Dear Gabe, 

Your best bet is to take down the shed and put up a green¬ 
house. There are many affordable ones on the market includ¬ 
ing kits that can be delivered right to your door. This way, 
you’ll have better control of the heat and cold as well as a lon¬ 
ger growing season. 

If your plan is indoor growing year-round, you could insulate 
the shed as well as you can and make sure you have a way to 
heat during winter and cool it down in summer. You’ll probably 
have better success if you just keep the garden in your house 
due to all the surrounding issues of using the shed. Either way, 
consider dealing with the weather as a year-round gig, and 
think about the greenhouse for optimal results. ^ 

Send your cannabis-related questions to edit.grow@hightimes.com 
or to Trans-High Corp., Attn: Danny, 419 ParkAve. South, 16th Floor, 
New York, NY 10016. 











January 201^ High Times 


107 


^PIL ^RL 

info@roor.de info@roor-tech.de 

find your authorized dealer at iuajuj*roor.de/authorized deaIers.html 



300 W 3 WATT PER DIODE 
$ 2755.95 


« Kr :w; i g 


Bud Buddy 


43W X 33D X72TAU- 
55 CUB. FT OF GROWING SPACE 
$2575.95 

Expand able I n d o a r Bf sf c 
Massive Harvests] 


56 W X30DX72TALL 
66 CUG FL OP GROWING SPACE 
$3495.99 


Master Controller the fully Automatetl 
Control Center 


Expand your Grow Zone wth Multiple Gqjw Stations 
Easy hip terming mere comfortable Growing 

Powered Easily Wlh Master Control 
Professional Cartjan Filtration and limed 0o2 
Interceded UgMlingwItfi ourmdusiw? nmi lubes. 
Massive done system for up la 200 seedlings 


* Simple- to li'Cgram deslgflfld io he .h$ flasy as soumg a doo 

* Push button control foi lights odor control onri ;;oo f ing. 

■ Digiliil Ca2appilcolinn no extra marge 

* Seif opining hjtsm tubs :*o More struggling to change nutnenis 


Hydroponics Group 


HydroponicsGroup.com J 800-850-6360 


The Easy, Sirnyte. Design gets vju growing feeler 
























High Times January 2012 



* i 

[ l 


I fat* #fdWM mau&it rail! 


Od^ipEg^i 

Wss UJil.1 i'jJ JJi 


READERS GET 20 % OFF 
PREMIUM BAGGIES 


OUR 





llluitrati 


TAMISIUM BUTANE OIL 


* CHEMICAL EXTRACTOR 


Quickly Produce your ex net name product 
plui 1000 's more 


taiier £ Safer while 
Butane Sol vein, 


Tom ilium 


Lifetim^Ciistomer Support 
and Lifetime Guarantee, 


108 Counterculture by Steven Hager 



Out of the Pot Closet 

In his new book Marijuarialand, 
Jonah Raskin examines California's 
exploding marijuana culture. 



Jonah Raskin is a major figure in counterculture journalism. He holds a Ph.D. in English 
and American literature, though he got much of his education after he joined the Yippies and 
raised hell withAbhie Hoffman, Jerry Rubin and Paul Krassner. Raskin helped Abbie Hoffman 
go underground in 1974 and wrote a novel out of that experience, Underground. From the 
birth of the American Indian Movement to the persecution of the Black Panthers, Jonah Raskin 
was there. Raskin’s film Homegrown was the first serious attempt to introduce the Emerald 
Triangle to Hollywood, and his new book is called Marijuanaland. 


You come from a pedigree of radicals. 

Yes. My parents were Reds. Both my 
mother and my father. Kind of non¬ 
conformists. They spent most of their 
life on the East Coast, and about 1970 
they went to the West Coast and got into 
organic farming and growing marijuana, 
and being part of the 
counterculture in 
Northern California. 

When did you first 
become aware of 
marijuana? 

When I was in col¬ 
lege. I went to Colum¬ 
bia, partially because 
the Beats had been 
there. So I played 
football and I also 
wrote poetry. I knew 
Kerouac wrote poetry and played foot¬ 
ball, so he was a real early role model. 
There were some guys at Columbia who 
had marijuana. I didn’t try it there. 

Did you have any involvement with mari¬ 
juana up until the time you got involved in 
the film Homegrown? 

My father died in 1977.1 had a lot of 
high-quality marijuana. I knew a couple 
of people who were dealers but I wasn’t 
plugged into the marijuana world. I was 
working on my book about B. Traven. 

I’d get up in the morning, smoke a joint, 
sit down at my typewriter and I’d work 
on the book. I’d smoke pot all day and 
write. And for the first time I found out 
smoking pot helped me write. I did one 
draft in three weeks and a second draft 
in three weeks. I did the third draft in 
three weeks, so I did this book in nine 
weeks. So one day there’s a knock on the 
door. And the guy I know from the apart¬ 
ment across the hallway who goes to the 


junior college comes by and says, do you 
have any pot for sale? So I say to him, 
while putting on an incredulous face as 
possible, what makes you think I would 
have any pot for sale? This is like an 
apartment complex. He says this whole 
apartment complex reeks of marijuana, 
and everyone knows you have marijuana. 
So I said how much do you want? He 
says a lid. So I get a plastic bag and I 
filled it up with pot. I had never sold any 
pot. So how much do you want, he asks? 
Five dollars. The guy is like astounded. 

I came to New York early on and went 
to High Times, when Gabrielle was the 
editor, and talked to her about writing 
about Northern California. In the early 
eighties I wrote under a pseudonym, Joe 
Delicado. 

What’s the new book about? 

Marijuanaland looks at marijuana 
from every possible perspective. It’s got 
lawyers, growers, dealers, law enforce¬ 
ment people, and doctors. I follow two 
brothers who were growing. We had 
some great times together harvesting, 
manicuring, drying and bagging. After 
a day of manicuring pot and smoking 
hash, it was inside me, it was all over me, 
so it kind of ends with me and marijuana 
as one and the same. When Homegrown 
was made, I was not out of the closet, 
and students from the school newspa¬ 
per would ask if I smoked marijuana. I 
would say, no, I don’t smoke marijuana. 
They said, you made a movie about it 
and you don’t smoke it? So it’s not plausi¬ 
ble deniability any more. After the movie 
came out, the president of Sonoma State 
college was listing faculty achievements, 
and mentioned I had a Hollywood movie. 
So, the book is about coming out, and 
how I’m identified enough with mari¬ 
juana to say, yeah, I smoke marijuana. ^ 



Marijuanaland 

by Jonah Raskin 
(HIGH TIMES Books) 
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Infamous by Bobby Black 


Pot Roast 

Bobby's bachelor party was an 
herb-infused combo of hilarity 
and headbanding. 


T o the typical guy, a bachelor party 
means lots of Jager shots and lap 
dances. But I’m no typical guy—so 
instead, I reserved a night at New York’s 
Delancey club, booked a few metal bands, 
enlisted my cannabis cabron Jose Man- 
gin (from SiriusXM) to act as host, and 
invited my loved ones to come tear me 
a new bong-hole. And just like that, the 
High Times Roast of Bobby Black was on. 

“Your wedding will be my first pagan 
event,” roastmaster Mangin confessed as 
he got the festivities underway. “When 
I think of pagans, I think of wild 
orgies with hot babes in black 
robes and animal masks, 
patchouli dudes in man- 
dais, and Ewoks.” 

Other roasters included 
HT staffers Danny Danko, 

Chris Simunek, Frank Max 
and Dave Bienenstock (by 
proxy), as well as The Mar- 
ijuana-logues’ Rob Cantrell, 
metal promoter Tim Martinez, my 
best friend Paul and even my dad. Here 
are some highlights: 

Martinez: “I love that every time I’ve 
been with Bobby at a music festival, 
teenagers have come up to him with 
their summonses for marijuana posses¬ 
sion for him to autograph.” 

Cantrell: ‘“Almost Infamous’? You’re 
not giving yourself enough credit. You 
are infamous—for smoking a bong out of 
a stripper’s ass on national radio! Doing 
coke off a chick’s titties is rock star; 
smoking weed out of a stripper’s ass is 
just shitty.” 

Bienenstock: [via Danko] “When 
most people create an alter ego, it’s a 
cooler version of themselves. But Bobby’s 
already so monumentally, off-the-charts, 
throw-your-horns-in-the-air fuckin’ cool 
that he had to invent one that’s actually 
less cool—Rob. For example, Bobby loves 
double-D’s, while Rob is more into D&D. 
Bobby parties with porn stars; Rob has 
Tivo’d an entire season of Pawn Stars” 
Danko: “We knew it was getting seri¬ 
ous between Bobby and April when he 
had the stripper pole removed from his 



office. When you told me you were dating 
‘Miss April,’ I assumed she was a Play¬ 
mate—but instead, she’s your soulmate.” 

My dad: “We told Rob growing up, 
‘Enjoy your youth, because sooner or 
later life’s gonna beat the crap out of 
you.’ Some guys, if they’re lucky, their 
bachelor party goes on until dawn—your 
bachelor party’s been going on for the 
past 15 freakin’ years!” 

After everyone had had their fun, it 
was my turn to dish it out. 

On Danko: “How ironic is it that 
the same guy whose name has 
become synonymous with 
growing actually stopped 
growing himself back in 
sixth grade?” 

On Paul: “Paul’s head 
is so big that when it 
rains, his clothes don’t 
get wet.” 

On Cantrell: “You may 
have seen Rob on Last Comic 
Standing ... he 
was the guy who 
lost. And what’s 
up with that 
’fro, dude? You 
look like Scooter 

from The Muppet Show after one too 
many oil hits.” 

On Tim: “I met Tim through our 
friend Mistress Juliya from Fuse TV. Tim 
is so far up Juliya’s ass she has to ask his 
permission to take a shit.” 

On Jose: “Other than Cheech Marin, 
you are the weediest wetback I know. 

Hey, Jose—what do you call a group of 
stoned Mexicans? Baked beans!” 

After all the lambasting and laughter 
were over, we headed downstairs for 
some good old-fashioned headbang¬ 
ing. All-girl tribute band Judas Priest¬ 
ess brought the metal, Doobie Award 
winners Cycle of Pain laid it down, then 
thunder-boogie band Atomic Bitchwax 
drove it on home. All in all, it was an 
epic end to my reign as a pot playboy 
and a heartwarming start to my new life 
as a family man. He 

Next month: Bobby Black’s wedding! 


“Your bachelor 
party’s been going 
on for the past 15 
freakin’ years!” 
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Student Witchhunts 

Random student drug testing is an epic failure. 


nORmL 


I n recent years, the US Department 
of Education has awarded tens of mil¬ 
lions in taxpayer dollars to fund con¬ 
troversial student drug-testing programs 
in public high schools. The result? Teens 
who attend schools with “suspicionless” 
drug-screening programs possess fewer 
civil liberties than their peers—and are 
no less likely to use illicit substances. 

The most recent assessment, pub¬ 
lished in the Journal of Youth and 
Adolescence (Aug. ’ll), measured the 
impact of school drug-testing programs 
on a nationally representative sample of 
943 high-school students. Investigators 
reported that the imposition of random 
drug-screening programs failed to reduce 
the self-reported use of alcohol, tobacco 
or illicit drugs among male students. The 
researchers acknowledged that student 
drug-testing programs were associated 
with minor reductions in the self- 
reported drug use of female students, 
but only among those who attended 
schools with “positive” environments. 

By contrast, investigators found that the 
enactment of drug-testing programs in 
“negative” school environments was most 
likely to be associated with “harmful 
effects on female youth.” 

The study’s authors concluded: “The 
current research expands on previous 
findings indicating that school drug 
testing does not in and of itself deter 
substance use.” Instead, they found that 
“drug testing should not be undertaken 
as a stand-alone substance prevention 
effort” and that “improvements in school 
climate should be considered before 
implementing drug testing.” 

The study’s conclusions were 
hardly surprising—or unique. 

Despite repeated claims that these 
programs represent a potential 
“silver bullet” in society’s efforts to 
reduce adolescent drug abuse, studies 
evaluating their effectiveness have con¬ 
sistently demonstrated the opposite. In 
fact, a 2010 study by the US Department 
of Education found that mandatory, 
random drug-screening programs “had 
no statistically significant impacts” upon 



Paul is deputy director of NORML Visit norml.org 


“The current research expands on 
previous findings indicating that 
school drug testing does not in 
and of itself deter substance use.” 

substance use, either among the students 
tested or the student body at large, and 
that “there was no significant difference 
in self-reported substance use between 
the treatment and control schools.” 

Similarly, a 2007 study published in 
the Journal of Adolescent Health con¬ 
cluded that school drug-testing programs 
do not reduce self-reported drug use and 
may even encourage greater risk-taking 
behaviors among those tested. Investi¬ 
gators from Oregon’s Health & Science 
University conducted the two-year trial, 
which, to date, remains the only random¬ 
ized clinical trial to assess the deterrent 
effect of drug and alcohol testing among 

FREEDOM FIGHTER 


high-school athletes. The researchers 
found that students who underwent ran¬ 
dom testing did not differ in their self- 
reported drug use compared to students 
at neighboring schools who were not 
enrolled in such programs. Perhaps most 
disturbingly, the researchers determined 
that students subjected to random drug 
testing were more likely to report an 
“increase in some risk factors for future 
substance use” compared to students 
who attended schools without drug and 
alcohol testing. 

Yet despite their consistently poor 
results, an estimated one-quarter of 
public schools now employ some form 
of drug-testing program. But they 
shouldn’t: Random drug testing is an 
ineffective, humiliating and invasive 
practice that undermines the relation¬ 
ships between students and educators 
and runs contrary to the principles of 
due process. It compels teens to poten¬ 
tially submit evidence against them¬ 
selves and forfeit their privacy rights as 
a necessary requirement for attending 
school. Rather than presuming teenagers 
innocent of illicit activity, “suspicionless” 
drug testing presumes them guilty until 
they prove themselves innocent. It’s time 
to end this punitive practice and stop 
treating students as criminals. ^ 

by Erik Altieri, NORML outreach coordinator 



Miller’s Crossing 

NORML's Women's Alliance 
coordinator cultivates 
compassion in California. 

Despite being relatively 
new to our movement, 
Kyndra Miller stands 
out as an invaluable, 
impassioned activist. 
Jr Before getting 

involved in marijuana-law 
reform, Miller earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from UC San 
Diego in 1994, then went on to 
graduate from Sacramento’s 
Lincoln School of Law in 2002 
and also pass the California Bar. 
Shortly thereafter, she worked 


as a volunteer attorney for Ame- 
ricorps and, upon completing 
her work there, went into private 
practice, opening an entertain¬ 
ment-law firm in Los Angeles. 
Currently, she's the president 
and CEO of CannaBusiness 
Law Inc. 

At the beginning of 2011, 
Miller joined the NORML Wom¬ 
en’s Alliance and soon became 
one of its most active members, 
currently serving as its West 
Coast coordinator. Thus far, she 
has mounted fundraisers, given 
countless interviews and partici¬ 
pated in national NORML events. 
At this year’s High Times Medical 
Cannabis Cup in San Francisco, 


Miller organized a successful 
fundraiser for the Women’s 
Alliance at the Pier 5 Law Offices. 
This past summer, she also 
coordinated a Spanish-language 
outreach event in Fresno, CA. 

Last April, Miller was a 
featured speaker on the “Closing 
the Cannabis Gender Gap” panel 
at NORML’s annual conference in 
Denver, and she’ll also be speak¬ 
ing to attorneys from across the 
country at the NORML Key West 
Legal Seminar in December. 
Kyndra Miller’s tireless work and 
achievements are a testament to 
how much can be accomplished 
in a short amount of time with a 
huge amount of commitment. 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA DIRECTORY 


CALIFORNIA 


Alternate Natural 
Solutions Inc. 

8477 Enterprise Dr. 
Jamestown, CA 95327 
(209) 352-6779 
altnatsol.com 

“Home of the 5 dollar gram” 

BCCP 

1928 N. Chester Ave. Suite B 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 
Phone: (661) 399-8551 
Fax: (661) 399-9349 
bccpcollective@gmail.com 
“Monday thru Saturday, 10 
AM to 9 PM—Sunday 12 PM 
to 7 PM” 

Cannahelp Collective 

505 East Industrial Place. 
Suite A 

Palm Springs, CA 92264 
Phone: (760) 327-2504 
Fax: (760) 327-2538 
cannahelp.com 
info @ cannahelp.com 
“$10 grams! Serving the 
medical community since 
2005.” 

Coffee Shop Blue Sky 

37717th Street 
Oakland, CA 94612 
(510) 251-0690 
Open 9am-8pm Mon-Sat, 
10am-6pm Sunday 
oakster damgiftshop. com 

Emmalyn’s California 
Cannabis Clinic 

Cross street: Howard 
21112th St. 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Phone: (415) 861-1000 
Fax: (415) 861-5237 
emmalynscannabisclinic.com 
emmalynsccc@yahoo.com 

Grassroots Solutions 

(888) 798-4915 
Farm Fresh meds delivered 
overnight almost anywhere in 
California!! Top shelf quality 
at bargain prices direct from 
our farm to you. 
norcaldirect2u.com 

Green Dragon Caregivers 

7423 Van Nuys Blvd. Suite C 
VanNuys, CA 91405 
(818) 442-0054 
greendragoncoop.com 
edward @ greendragoncoop 
.com 

Greenway Compassionate 
Relief 

140 Dubois St. 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(831) 420-1640 
Mon-Sat llarn -7pm 
Organic-All Grades- 
Edibles-Tincture 

Healing OC 

1665 East 4th St. Suite 112 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 
(714) 835-4206 
healingoc.com 

Greenwell Collective 

616 Marin St. 

Vallejo, CA 94590 
(707) 980-7774 
greenwellcooperative.com 


greenwellcooperative@yahoo 
.com “In Greenwell we trust” 

Harborside Health Center 

1840 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510) 533-0147 
harborsidehealthcenter.com 
“Out of the shadows, into 
the Light” 

High Quiggle Healing 
Center 

1532 East Broadway 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

Phone: (562) 951-3975 

Fax: (562) 951-3902 

weedmaps.com 

“A circle of healing is never 

ending” 

Igzactly420 

527 Howard St. 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: (415) 834-5225 

Fax: (415) 834-5325 

igzactly420.com 

“Most strains in the Bay, vapor 

lounge” 

Love Shack 

502 14th street 
San Francisco, CA 
(415) 552-5121 

theloveshackcooperative.com 
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm, 

Sun llam-4pm 

Full Service Dispensary 

Voted Best of The Bay 

Mind, Body, and Soul 
Collective 

3131 East Central Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93725 

Phone: (559)-486-6010 

Fax: (559)-486-6011 

mbscollective.com 

admin @ mbscollective.com 

“Open 7 days a week-Quality, 

Integrity, Trust” 

Patients Care Collective 

2590 Telegraph Ave 
(between Blake & Parker) 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
berkeleypatientscare.com 
(510) 540-7878 
Mon to Sat 12-7 pm 

Perennial Holistic 
Wellness Center 

11705 Ventura Blvd. 

Studio City, CA, 91604 
Phone: 818-505-3631 
Fax: (818) 505-3621 
facebook.com/perennialhwc 
perennialholistic@mail.com 
“Commited to the 
advancement of cannabis 
science through dedicated 
patient service” 

Trusted Friends II Inc. 

3061 Churn Creek Rd. 

Redding, CA 96002 
530-222-3645 (phone number) 
530-222-3671 (fax number) 
trustedfriends.com 
trustus421@yahoo.com 

1 Love Wellness Center 

1841 El Camino Ave. 
Sacramento, CA 95815 
916-231-LOVE 
916-927-1553 (fax) 
llovewellness.org 


linda@onelovewellness.org 
“Sacramento’s largest and 
loving Wellness Center” 

7 Star Meds 

3823 San Pablo Dam Rd. 

El Sobrante, CA, 94803 
(510) 758-MEDS(6337) 


COLORADO 


Dacono Meds 

730 Glen Creighton Dr., Unit C 

Dacono, CO 80514 

(303) 833-2321 

daconomeds.com 

Hours: Mon-Sat, 10am - 7am 

Handicap Accessible 

Karmaceuticals LLC 

4 South Santa Fe Drive 
Denver, CO 80223 
(303)-765-2762 

facebook.com/karmaceuticals 
karmaceuticalsco @ gmail.com 
“Over 120 strains of fire” 

Minturn Medicinal / 

Vail Valley 

Minturn, CO 81645 
(720) 490-0458 
Free Delivery 
minturnmedicinal.com 

Sunshine Wellness Center 

In Colorado Springs: 

31 N. Tejon St., Ste. 400 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
(719) 632-6192 
In Pueblo: 67 Silicon Drive 
Pueblo West, CO 81007 
Phone: (719) 543-7482 
Fax: (719) 634-8207 
sunshinewellnesscenter.com 
Doctor Evaluations Provided! 


MICHIGAN 


A2 Compassionate 
Healthcare 

MedMar A2 Inc. 

1818 Packard Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734.213.1420 
medmarx.net 
Highest grade medical 
marijuana at the lowest 
prices. 

Big Daddy’s 
Compassion Center 

13211 Northend 
Oak Park, Michigan 48237 
248-399-5299 
bigdaddyshydro. com 
Five locations statewide, 
professional, courteous, best 
selection anywhere 

Cannoisseur Collective 

“A Shelf Above The Rest” 

State St (call for pre- 
verification & address) 

Ann Arbor, MI 
734-494-0772 
cannoisseurcollective.com 
Twitter.com/Cannoisseurlife 

Downriver Wellness Group 

17109 Ecorse Rd. 

Allen Park, MI 48101 
313-769-6288 
downriverwellness. com 

GanjaMama’s 

Treecity Health Collective 
1712 S State St 


Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
(734)369.3212 
ganjamamas.com 
Compassionate Care, Safe/ 
Supportive Environment, 
Highest Quality Medicine 

Grass Roots Society 

8899 W Peck Rd 

Greenville, MI 48838 

616-225-2200 

616-225-2220 (fax) 

grassrootssociety.com 

grassrootssociety@rocketmail 

.com 

Michigan Compassion 
Center 

1222 Glenwood Ave. 

Flint, MI 48503 
970-509-0781 (Phone number) 
810-265-7821 (office number) 
810-265-7436 (fax number) 
mcccflint @ gmail. com 
facebook.com/ 
michigancompassioncenter 
“Patients Come First” 

Michigan Medical 
Marijuana 

Certification Center 
29877 Telegragh Road, 

Suite 303 B 
Southfield, MI 48034 
(248) 932-6400 
MMMCC.net 

MSC3 

227 N. Winter Street Suite 302 
Adrian, MI 49221 
medicinalsolutions.com 
MON-FRI 10am-8pm 
SAT 10am-7pm 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 

OM of Medicine 

112 South Main Street, 

3rd Floor 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734-369-8255 
omofmedicine.org 
info @ omofmedicine.org 
“Power to the Patients!” 

Pure West 
Compassion Club 

840 N. Black River Dr. 

Suite #80 

Holland, MI 49424 
616-466-4204 
purewestclub @ gmail. com 


MONTANA 


Action Alert! 

Call (406) 444-3111 and urge 
the governor to veto SB 
423 and regulate medical 
marijuana via administrative 
rules. 


OREGON 


Eugene Compassion 
Center 

2055 W. 12th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97402 
(541) 484-6558 


WASHINGTON 


Purple Cross Patient 
Care Association 

469 North 36th Street, Suite E 
Seattle, WA 98103 
Phone: (206) 588-1034 
Fax: (206) 588-1596 


purplecrosspatientcare.org 
Mon-Sat, 11-9 pm Sun. 1-9 pm 
Open 7 days a week, 

365 days a year! 

WA First Step 

Get Legal take your First Step 

Medical Consulting & 

Recommendations 

Kent, WA, wafirststep.com 

(253)893-2420 


CANADA 


Note: Canadian medical clubs 
rarely accept US medical 
marijuana IDs. Prior arrangements 
need to be made before your visit by 
contacting the medical club. 

CALM Toronto 

P.O. Box 47023, Stn. 425 
220 Yonge St. 

Toronto, ON m5b 2hl 
Office: (416) 367-3459 
Fax: (416) 367-4679 
Open 7 days a week 
cannabisclub.ca 

T.A.G.G.S. Dispensary 

11696 224th Street 
Maple Ridge, BC V2X-6A2 
Phone: (604)-477-0557 
Fax: (604)-477-0575 
Open 7 days a week 
llam-7pm 
taggsdispensary.ca 
USA Medical Patients 
Welcome. 


DISPENSARY 

SERVICES 

3 Steps to Open 
a Legal Dispensary 

The Only DIY Package 
Written By Lawyers, 
opendispensary.in/ 
hightimes 

Canna Fresh 

cannafresh.com 
Wholesale: (424) 442-0232 
“Custom Glass Containers 
For The Medical Industry” 

Cannaline 

cannaline.com 

Wholesale only 

301-356-9096 

Stock & custom printed 

glass containers, 

concentrate containers 

& medicine bags. 

EmeraldTriangleBuds. 

com 

Certification programs 
for Dispensary and 
Medical Grow! Strain 
verification using DNA. 
530-845-6914 
Emeraldtrianglebuds @ 
yahoo.com 

Gaslamp Insurance 

1111 6th Avenue, 3rd Floor 
San Diego, CA 92101 
(619) 238-4367, x. 205 
Fax: (619) 238-4387 
Medical marijuana 
insurance for dispensaries, 
growing facilities, bakeries 
& medibles. 
mmjinsurance.com 


To advertise in this section, call John McCooe at (212) 387-0500, ext. 204 
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MEDKAl marijuana locator 



POWERED BY 

HIGH TIMES 



LOCATE COMPARE 
MSPCMSAIUU PRICES 


SEARCH FOR 
ST HAIRS 


nnexTs therevolutionary iPhone app 
esrgned to serve the needs of the medical 
marijuana eommun ity. You can use this tool to 
find the highest-quality. most affordable 
medical cannabis anywhere in the nation. 


lid 


TO DOWNLOAD 

JUST 




Get the free mobile App At 

http://gettag.mQbj 



CHECK FEDERAL, STATE AN3 LOCAL LAWS BEFORE ORDERbNG, 

IPassedMyDrugTest. com 

Same Day and Permanent Solutions 
Urine, Blood, Hair Follicle, and Saliva 



24/7 Hot Line | Overnite Shipping 

1 800 733 4429 

Test'in Products Helping Since 1993 












































































HIGH TIMES LEGAL DIRECTORY 



ALABAMA 


Alan R. Elledge, 

Attorney at Law 

7404 Hwy 43 
Florence, AL 35634 
(256) 757-4007 
Fax: (256) 757-4003 
aelledgel38@hotmail.com 
‘Vigorous statewide marijuana 
defense.’ No representation is 
made that the quality of the 
legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of 
legal services performed by 
other lawyers. 


ARIZONA 


Jamal Allen 

Allen & Associates, Lawyers 
3029 N. Alma School Rd, 

Ste 216 

Chandler, Arizona 85224-1475 
P: 480-820-3300 
goodazlawyers.com 
All Stops, Arrests & Seizures 

Lee Phillips 

Law Offices of Lee Phillips 
323 N. Leroux St., Suite 101 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
928-779-1560 
notguiltyl.com 

Marc Victor 

3920 S. Alma School Rd., 

Suite 5 

Chandler, AZ 85248 

Phone: 480-755-7110 

Fax: 480-755-8286 

mar c @ attorneyforfreedom. 

com 

attorneyforfreedom.com 

Michael Walz 

Law Offices of Michael Walz 
45 W. Jefferson, Ste. 225 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 
602-288-8349 
walz@potlawyer.com 
All MJ crimes: posession, 
cultivation, MJ-DUI, and asset 
foreiture. New marijuana law 
& dispensary consulting. 
potlawyer.com 


CALIFORNIA 


Bob Boyd 

107 West Perkins Street, 

Suite #17 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
707-468-0500 

mendocinolaw@comcast.net 

mendocinolaw.com 

Omar Figueroa 

Law Offices of Omar Figueroa 
7770 Healdsburg Ave, Ste. A 
Sebastopol, CA 95472 
(707) 829-0215 
omar@stanfordalumni.org 
omarfigueroa.com 
Founder of Cannabis Law 
Institute and graduate of 
Stanford Law School, Yale 
University and Trial Lawyers 
College, specializing in 
cannabis cultivation and 
medical marijuana cases. Free 
case consultation. iYo hablo 
espanol! 


Christopher M. Glew 

1851 E. First Street, Ste. 840 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

Fax: 714-648-0501 

Phone: 714-648-0004 

marijuanalawyer@yahoo.com 

glewkimlaw.com 

Imhoff & Associates, P.C. 

Criminal Defense Attorneys 
Vince Imhoff, Managing 
Partner 

Los Angeles, CA 
800-887-0000 

Info @ CriminalAttorney. com 
CriminalAttorney.com 
Experienced, aggressive 
Medical Marijuana & Criminal 
Defense Attorneys Nationwide 
**Free consultation** 

Law Offices of 
JohnM.Kucera 

1416 West Street 
Redding, CA 96001 
530-241-1800 
jkucera@snowcrest.net 
Former major, grow 
prosecutor. 

Over 30 years of aggressive 
and experienced state and 
federal defense. Serving 
Shasta, Siskiyou, Tehama, 
Trinity and other Northern 
California counties on request. 
jmk-law.com 

Allison Margolin 

Margolin & Lawrence, 
Attorneys at Law 
8484 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 440 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211 
Phone: 323-653-9700 
Fax: 323-653-9709 
allisonbrandi @ mac.com 
allisonmargolin.blogspot.com 

Bruce Margolin 

8749 Holloway Dr. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
310-652-0991 or 
800-420-LAWS 
bmargolin@aol.com 
1800420laws.com 
margolinlawoffices.com 
Marijuana and criminal 
defense since 1967. Director, 
L.A. NORML. Call for a free 
guide to marijuana laws in all 
50 states. 

Eric Shevin 

15260 Ventura Blvd., Ste 1050 

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 

Phone: 818-784-2700 

Fax: 818-784-2411 

eshevin @ aol. com 

shevinlaw.com 

Cannabis expertise, criminal 

defense and business 

formation. 

Randy Sue Pollock 

2831 Telegraph Ave 
Oakland, CA 94609 
Phone: 510-763-9967 
Fax: 510-272-0711 
PollockEsq@aol.com 

Law Offices Of Sean 
Tabibian & Associates 

6794 La Jolla Blvd., #201 
La Jolla, CA 92037 


Call Toll Free: 1-800-658-1500 

wedefendyou.com 

Call us for a free guide “People 

vs. You,” a guide for the 

accused. 

Sean Tabibian, Esq. 

Tabibian & Associates 
1776 North Highland Avenue, 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 
800-658-1500 
wedefendyou.com 
Your freedom to smoke is no 
joke. Herbal defenders on 
your side. 

James M. Taylor 

Law Office of James M. Taylor 
783 West Ramsey, Suite G 
Banning, CA 92220 
951-849-2081 

jamesmtaylor.esq@verizon.net 
Dedicated to Criminal Defense 


COLORADO 


Sean T. McAllister, Esq. 
Tae Darnell, Esq. 

McAllister, Darnell & Assoc., 
P.C., AKA “Cannabis Law 
Center, P.C.” 

Criminal Defense/Dispensary 

Representation 

Denver Office: 303-226- 

6252 (303-CANNALAW); 

Central Mountain Office: 

970-453-6594 

cannabislawcenter.com 


CONNECTICUT 


Philip Russell 

Law Office of Philip Russell 
66 Field Point Road 
Greenwich, CT 06836 
203-661-4200 


FLORIDA 


Robert O. Bauer, Jr. 

Bauer, Crider, 

Pellegrino & Parry 

1550 S. Highland Avenue, #C 

Clearwater, FL 33756 

(727) 446-4800 

Offices in Clearwater, Tampa 

& Port Richey. Board Certified 

Criminal Trial Lawyer 

Bjorn Brunvand 

615 Turner Street 
Clearwater, FL 33756 
Phone: 727-446-7505 
Fax: 727-446-8147 
bbrunvan@tampabay.rr.com 
acquitter.com 

GregM.Lauer 

Board Certified Expert in 
Criminal Trial Law 
320 SE 10th Ct. 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
(954)559-0647 
growhouselawyer.com 
Offices in Broward, Dade, 

& WPB *Former Drug 
Trafficking Prosecutor 
*Free Initial Consultation 

Donald A. Lykkebak 

390 N. Orange Ave., 

Suite # 2100 
Orlando, FL 32801 
407-425-4044 


lykkebak@bellsouth.net 
druglawexpert.com 
“Board certified criminal 
trial lawyer with 30 years 
experience.” 

David Raben 

Robbins, Tunkey, Ross, Amsel, 
Raben & Waxman, P.A. 

2250 SW 3rd Avenue, 4th FI 
Miami, FL 33129-2095 
Tel: 305-858-9550 
Fax: 305-858-7491 
daveraben@crimlawfirm.com 
Experienced and aggressive 
defense of drug cases in State 
and Federal Court. 

Roger Scott, Jr., P.A. 

Scott & Medling, P.A. 

1515 E Livingston St., 

Orlando, FL 32803 

407-894-0055 

Fax: 407-894-0053 

RogerScott@cfl.rr.com 

orlandodruglawyer.com 

Robert Shafer & 
Associates, P.A. 

Robert Shafer, James Davis 

24 North Market Street, 

Suite 305 

Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Tel: 904-350-9333 
Fax: 904-633-7820 
shafercriminallaw.com 
robertshafer@bellsouth.net 
Criminal defense only. 
Focusing on drug charges. 

John H. Trevena 

801 West Bay Dr., Suite 509 
Largo, FL 33770 
Phone: 727-581-5813 
Fax: 727-581-7758 
TrevenaLaw@aol.com 
trevena.com 


ILLINOIS 


Jeffrey B.FawelI 

Fawell & Associates 
500 S. Country Farm Rd, 

Ste 200 Wheaton, IL 60187 
630-665-9300 
fawell @ fawell. com 
Criminal, DUI, traffic, and 
immigration defense. 

Imhoff & Associates, P.C. 

Criminal Defense Attorneys 
Vince Imhoff, Managing 
Partner 
Naperville, IL 
800-887-0000 

Info@CriminalAttorney.com 
CriminalAttorney.com 
Experienced, aggressive 
Medical Marijuana & Criminal 
Defense Attorneys Nationwide 
** Free consultation** 


INDIANA 


Stephen W. Dillon 

Dillon Law Office 
3601 N. Pennsylvania St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46205 
317-923-9391 
dillonlaw@prodigy.net 
stevedillonlaw.com 
Chair, NORML Board 
of Directors. 


KANSAS 


Chris Meek 

1031 Military Ave. 

Baxter Springs, KS 66713 
Phone: 620-856-2771 
Fax: 620-856-2772 
ninskyl3 @ hotmail. com 

William (Billy) K. Rork 

1321 SW Topeka Blvd. 

Topeka, KS 66612-1816 

785-235-1650 

rork@ rorklaw.com 

rorklaw.com 

Zealous and successful 

drug defenses on I-70/I-35 

vehicle stops. 

Cal Williams 

Calvin K. Williams Chtd. 

280 N. Court Ave., 

P.O. Box 304 
Colby, KS 67701 
785-460-9777 

calwilliamsesq@hotmail.com 
On 1-70, western Kansas. 


MARYLAND 


David E. Kindermann, Esq. 

15 West Montgomery Ave, 
Suite 300 

Rockville, MD 20850 
Tel: 301-762-7900 - 24/7 
Fax: 301-309-0887 
kindermannlaw.com 
dave@kindermannlaw.com 
Licensed in Maryland, D.C. 
and Federal Courts incl. U.S. 
Supreme Court. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Norman S. Zalkind 

Zalkind, Rodriguez, 
Lunt & Duncan 
65A Atlantic Ave. 
Boston, MA 02110 
Phone: 617-742-6020 
Fax: 617-742-3269 
nzalkind@zrld.com 


MICHIGAN 


Matthew R. Abel 

Attorney at Law 
2930 E. Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48207 
313-446-2235 
attorneyabel@riseup.net 
cannabiscounsel.com 
Lifetime member of NORML 
Legal Committee specializing 
in cannabis cases and 
cannabusiness law. 

Jason Barrix 

Attorney at Law 
Barrix Law Firm PC 
2828 Kraft Ave SE, Suite 290 
Grand Rapids, MI 49512 
Call 24/7 Service 
l-877-NO-4-Jail / 
1-877-664-5245 
Fax: 1-888-337-1308 
barrixlaw.com 
Criminal Defense Focusing 
on Drug, DUI, License 
and Injury Cases 
“Winning Cases 
Statewide since 1993” 


To advertise in this section, call Ann Marie Dennis at (212) 387-0500, ext. 223 
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“Expansive outdoor coverage of Northern California’s 
grow scene, including Humboldt, Mendocino and 

Trinity counties.” -Danny Danko, HIGH TIMES 

Senior Cultivation Editor 


Learn specific techniques for cloning, 


Loaded wall to wall 


topping, pruning, harvesting and much more. /'//f|*f||//|#/l qtOW ff 

_ ____. ■__la.:_i.:__ 


• Unprecedented visual cultivation material 
covering indoor, greenhouse and outdoor 
techniques. 

• Never-before-seen grow footage, shot in HD, 
of America’s top medical grow operations. 

• Exclusive scenes from Colorado’s most 
progressive medical grow ops, including 
gardens in Denver, Pueblo and Boulder. 

• Extensive bonus features, including the 
world’s first-ever onscreen interview with 
Chemdog, the legendary breeder of some of 
the world’s best strains. 


-Dan Skye, HIGH TIMES Executive Editor 


NICO ESCONDIDO, HIGH TIMES Cultivation Editor, 
is world renowned for his growing expertise and 
has specifically created this DVD for beginner 
and advanced growers. This DVD is an excellent 
resource for patients just starting out on their first 
medical garden as well as expert growers looking 
to pick up a few extra tips and tricks. 


Order online at 
headshon.hightimes.com 
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MICHIGAN CONT... 


Michael A. Mclnerney, Esq. 

Michael A. Mclnerney, PLC 
15 Ionia SW, Suite 510 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
(616) 776-0200 (24 hrs) 
mamgrlaw@gmail.com 
Defending your rights! 

Medical Marijuana Issues 
Civil/Criminal Trial Attorney 
All Michigan Courts 

JohnTargowski 
& Daniel Grow 

Targowski & Grow, PLLC 
141 East Michigan Ave Ste 201 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
(800) 957-1069 
targowskigrow.com 


MISSOURI 


K. Louis Caskey 

1102 Grand Blvd, Suite 800 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
Phone: 816-221-9114 
Cell Phone: 816-536-1411 
Fax: 816-220-0757 
klouie711@aol.com 
caskeyatlaw.com 

Daniel Dodson 

315 Marshall Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
573-636-9200 or 
800-DODSON-l 
dd@danieldodson.net 
danieldodson.net 
Board member, NACDL; 
Nationwide advice/referrals. 

Dan Viets 

15 N. 10th St. 

Columbia, MO 65201 
573-443-6866 
danviets@justice.com 
Former president of MO 
Assoc, of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers, NORML Board 
Chair. 


NEVADA 


Scott N. Freeman 

‘Defender of the Year 2008’ 
556 California Ave. 

Reno, NV 89509-1450 
Phone: 775-786-4788 
Fax: 775-786-9333 
defense@freeman-law.com 
freeman-law.com 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Sven Wiberg 

Wiberg Law Office 

2456 Lafayette Road, Suite 7 

Portsmouth, NH, 03801 

Phone: 603-686-5454 

Fax: 603-457-0332 

sven@nhcriminaldefense.com 


NEW JERSEY 


William H. Buckman 

110 Marter Ave, Suite 209 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 
Phone: 856-608-9797 
Fax: 856-608-6244 
wbuckman@whbuckman.com 
whbuckman.com 


Nathan Kittner 

131 Main St. 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 
201-488-5565 
vlsgrad@prodigy.net 
Criminal defense litigation. 
Get defended. 

Frank T. Luciano, P.C. 

147 Main St, Suite #5 
Lodi, NJ 07644 
Phone: (973) 471-00 04 
Fax: (973) 471-1244 
cdswiz.com 

Over 30 years of defending 
drug prosecutions. Free book 
on drug cases in New Jersey. 

Allan Marain 

100 Bayard St. 

P.O. Box 1030 

New Brunswick, NJ 08903 

732-828-2020 

info@NJMarijuana.com 

njmarijuana.com 

When pleading guilty is not 

an option. 

Neal Wiesner 

Law Office of Neal Wiesner 
1 Maiden Lane, 9th floor 
New York, NY 10038 
Tel: 212-732-2225 
Fax: 718-556-0118 
nealwiesner@aol.com 
NJ State & Federal Criminal 
Defense 


NEW MEXICO 


David C. Serna Serna 

Law Offices 

725 Lomas Blvd. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-242-4057 
sernalaw.com 
Board-certified criminal- 
defense specialist. NORML 
lawyer since 1985. 


NEW YORK 


Robert S. Gershon 

Law Office of Robert S. 
Gershon 

142 Joralemon Street, Suite 5A 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 

718-625-3977 

robertgershon.com 

rg @ robgershon.com 

I help good people in bad 

situations. 

David C. Holland, Esq. 

David C. Holland, PC. 

419 Park Avenue South, 

16th Floor 

New York, NY 10016 

212-935-4500 

Licensed in NY, NJ & MD. 

Neal Wiesner 

Law Office of Neal Wiesner 
1 Maiden Lane, 9th floor 
New York, NY 10038 
Tel: 212-732-2225 
Fax: 718-556-0118 
nealwiesner@aol.com 
Federal Practice Only in NY 


OHIO 


Spiros P. Cocoves 

Law Offices of Spiros P. 
Cocoves 

610 Adams St., 2nd Fir 
Toledo, OH 43604-1423 
419-241-5506 
Fax: 419-242-3442 
scocoves @ gmail. com 
Federal/State Criminal 
Defense, OH/MI 


OKLAHOMA 


M. Michael Arnett 

Arnett Law Firm 
3133 N.W. 63 rd Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73116 
Tel: (405) 767-0522 
Fax: (405) 767-0529 
mikearnettl @juno.com 

Chad Moody 

217 N Harvey Street, Ste. 409 

Oklahoma City, ok 73102 

(w) 405-231-4343 

(f) 405 231-0233 

thedruglawyer@ 

thedruglawyer.com 

thedruglawyer.com 

When a Conviction is Not an 

Option 


OREGON 


John C. Lucy IV 

2121 SW Broadway, Suite 130 
Portland, OR 97201 
Phone: 503-227-6000 
Other Phone: 919-720-2513 
john@law420.com 
law420.com 

“Medical Marijuana and Drug 
Crime Defense Throughout 
Oregon” 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Simon T. Grill 

104 S. Railroad 
Myerstown, PA 17067 
888-333-6016 
STG1300 @ epix.net 
Marijuana defense. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


J. Kirk Fisher, Esq. 

Cox & Fisher, LLC 
115 Broadus Avenue 
Greenville, SC 29601 
Tel: 864-242-4711 
Fax: 864-242-2937 
jkirkhscher@bellsouth.net 

Robert E. Ianuario, 

M.B.A., J.D. 

Attorney & Counselor 
419 Vardry St. 

Greenville, SC 29601 
Tel (864) 255-9988 
Fax (866) 212-3249 
sc420attorney.com 
Member of Norml Legal 
Committee, Member of 
National College for DUI 
Defense 


TEXAS 


Jamie “The Dude” Balagia 

Offices in Austin and San 
Antonio, TX 
Board Member 
San Antonio NORML 
NORML Legal Committee 
Former “VICE Cop”—Austin 
PD. State and Federal 
representation. 
drugdude.com 
jamie @ drugdude.com 
San Antonio: 210-394-3833 
Austin: 512-278-0935 
“I am tired of seeing people 
misrepresented in court. I am 
a fighter, a trial lawyer and I 
will go through hell itself to 
bring you the victory!” 

Law Office of 
Tonya Rolland 

5302 La Branch Street 
Houston, Texas 77004 
(713) 529-8500 office 
(713) 456-2203 fax 
rollandlaw.com 

Blackburn and Tisdell 
L.L.P. 

718 W 16th St. 

Amarillo, TX 79101 
Phone: 806-371- 8333 
Fax: 806-350- 7716 
blackburn @ ipoftexas.org 
txcriminallawyer@yahoo.com 

Greg Gladden 

3017 Houston Ave. 

Houston, TX 77009-6734 
713-880-0333 
gladden @ airmail.net 

Gerald Goldstein 

2900 Tower Life Bldg. 

San Antonio, TX 78205 
210-226-1463 
GGandH @ aol.com 

Michael C. Lowe 

Attorney At Law 

700 N Pearl Street, Ste 2170 

Dallas, Texas 75201 

214.526.1900 

Toll free: 866.351.1900 

Fax:214.969-0258 

dallasjustice.com 

Board certified in criminal law 

by the Texas board of legal 

specialization. 

David P. O’Neil 

(managing partner) 

Habern, O’Neil and 
Buckley LLP 
PO Box 8930 
Huntsville, Texas 77340 
1-888-942-2376 toll free 
doneil @ paroletexas.com 
Over thirty years experience 
in state and federal courts in 
the greater East Texas Area. 

Larry Sauer 

Law Offices of Larry Sauer 
1004 West Ave 
Austin, TX 78701 
512-479-5017 
sauerlaw@wdo-law.com 
Criminal defense. 


UTAH 


Rob Latham 

Attorney and Counselor 
at Law 

J. Robert Latham, J.D., P.L.L.C. 
Rob @ RobLatham.pro 
Northern Utah: 

2180 East 4500 South, 

Suite 150 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84117 
Phone: 801-872-4384 
Southern Utah: 

3143 South 840 East, 

Suite 420 

St. George, Utah 84790 
Phone: 435-200-4872 


WASHINGTON 


Jeff Steinborn 

3161 Elliot Avenue, Suite 340 
Seattle, WA 98121 
Tel: 206-622-5117 
Fax:206-622-3848 

PatStiley 

Stiley & Cikutovich 
1403 W. Broadway 
Spokane, WA 99201 
888-440-9001 
fudea@earthlink.net 
legaljoint.net 

If you grew it, we will come. 


WASHINGTON D.C. 


David E. Kindermann, Esq. 

15 West Montgomery Ave, 
Suite 300 

Rockville, MD 20850 
Tel: 301-762-7900 - 24/7 
Fax: 301-309-0887 
kindermannlaw.com 
dave@kindermannlaw.com 
Licensed in D.C., Maryland 
and Federal Courts incl. U.S. 
Supreme Court. 


WISCONSIN 


Robert J. Dvorak 

Hailing & Cayo 

320 E Buffalo St., Ste. 700 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

414-273-0373 

rjd@hallingcayo.com 

Representing the accused 

since 1978. 

Mark D. Richards S.C. 

209 8th Street 
Racine, WI 53403 
262-632-2200 

richardslaw@ameritech.net 
richardslawl.com 
Aggressive drug defense. 


FREEDOM IS 

llORjYJL 

JOIN THE FIGHT 
FOR LEGALIZATION 



To advertise in this section, call Ann Marie Dennis at (212) 387-0500, ext. 223 
























Massive Dynamics' products are not intended to violate any Federal State, or Local Laws, 
Massive Dynamics' products are not to be used for any illegal purposes™ eluding use for 


Money Orders & 
Cashiers Checks Accepted 
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120 Pix of the Crop 



Potshots 

q how us what you got! 


E-mail your hi-res digital photographs to mailbag@hightimes.com or send pictures (no Polaroids) to 419 Park Avenue South, 16th FI. New York, NY 10016. 



Jorge’s Diamonds 

fal This strain was named 
in honor of grow guru 
and longtime High Times writer 
Jorge Cervantes and it is tasty! 

-Grown by ez-steezy 


[STRAIN OF THE MONTH 
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Grows 120 Pounds of Dried 
Plant Mailer Per Year. 

Includes everyth ling v*>Lt need in¬ 
cluding 1200w HPS/MH lighting 
system. a year supply or nutrpsnls. 
warranty, anti Free lech support. All 
you need rfi water und pJahlSl Soil 
version also available on request. 
This system uses Hydro Hoar?, tquh- 
oolqgy. 

Capacity. ;jil> Plants 
Dimensions: 7'H x S'W x 4 0 

Price: $2495 


Grows GO Pounds of Dried Plant 
Matter Per Year. 

Includes everything you need Includ¬ 
ing 600w HPS/MH lighting system, u 
year supply of nulrienta. warranty, and 
Irotr tedh support- All you need Is 
water sod planter Sou version also 
available on request, » h-is system uses 
Hydro Heart technology 


Capacity: 1 4 Plants 
Dimensions; 4 D * 4 w ,* 6.5'T 


Price: $1750 




Grows 6 Pounds pf Dried Pianl 
Matter Por Year. 

u i. udes i.-»c'ytri-r'K yCu need includ¬ 
ing, ! :.!v- hPS/MH fighting system, b 
yen i -upp v ijT nutrients, warranty, 
and Tre?- u4cn support -Mi you need is 
water and planter This system uses 
Super pomes technology. 

Capo city; H Plants 
Dimensions: til'll ■< I4'W a 34”D 


Grows 5 Pounds at Dried Plan! 
Matter Per Year. 

Includes everything you rie*d including 
SOQw CfL lighting system, a year supply 
□ f hutrierTtSf warranty, and tree Lech sup 

port, am you need te water and piaois! 
This system uses Superpomcs tOchnol 
Ogy 

Capacity: 12 Plants 
Dimensions: 30"H i ja w* 24*D 



Price: $1295 


Price: $795 


SUPER BOX 


Low Power Usage | Low Heat Output | Noise At Scent Suppression | Fully Automated "Plug & Play" 
Over SO Hydroponic Systems & LED Grow Lights to Choose FroiinJ 
Call to Order! or Visit Us Online at 
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She was grown organically under 600-watt MH 
lighting and flowered for 10 weeks. 








Forbidden Fruit 

Hey, what’s up High 
Times! This is Grecco, 
I’ve contributed to your mag¬ 
azine before and I had a few 
more pics to pass your way. 
This pic is a clone of the orig¬ 
inal photo you guys used of 
my Forbidden Fruit strain. She 
was grown organically un¬ 
der 600-watt MH lighting and 
flowered for 10 weeks. Hope 
you guys can use my pics 
again! P.S. “There is no such 
thing as bad weed, just bad 
growers...” -GreccoBudz 
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When you want to offer your customers 

best herbal blends available, turn to 


Available in 16 different flavors 


All of our products are manufactured using only top quality ingredients, proudly manufactured and packaged in the USA 



PREMIUM SILICONE ASHTRAY* 


DON'T BE AFRAID TO HIT II MAKES PULLING OUT EASY! 


CREATES lOmAtRTIGHTSEAL 
- PREVENTS STVCKJOfNTS 
TASTEUSS/ODORLESS 


-BUILT-IN STORAGE 
UNBREAKABLE 
-SAFE ON GLASS 


HlMQre 


hiuh 


X- 


lUHt 




VISITUSAT 
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GROW OF THE MONTH 


STONER OF THE MONTH 


Get Him to 
the Green 

The strain is The 
“Jeffrey,” a heavy 
trichome producer of 
The Purps x White Widow 
FI hybrid that’s a fruity 


First Year Grow 

Here’s a pic of my first year 
grow and my brother’s fifth 
year grow. 36 plants in total with 18 
different strains including Chem- 
dog, C-99, Maui, Lavender, Pre ’98 
Bubba Kush, and Chernobyl. I’ve 
been told that our garden is pretty 
good and the growth is great. 


Merry Cannabis 

Hope to see my 
Charlie Brown 
Christmas tree in a future 
High Times Pix of the Crop. 
Don’t the stockings look 
nice and full? 
-NASCARTIMBOB 


What do you think? If you guys at 
High Times feel that we have a HT 
worthy crop please let me know 
as I love your magazine and would 
love for you guys to come out and 
shoot during budding. Either way, I 
look forward to hearing back from 
you and hope you keep it green 
and clean! -Shawn Van 


y , 

V* -r r \ir- 


36 plants in total with 18 different strains including 
Chemdog, C-99, Maui, Lavender, and Chernobyl. 








smoke. -P.C. 
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DF 


TOX 

FOR LESS 

.com 


PASS YOUR 
TEST NOW! 


200% Money Back Guaranteed!* 

i ENTER COUPON CODE i 

\l/ \l/ 

FOR 5% OFF YOUR ORDER 

1 - 877 - 420-3386 

WWW.DETOXFORLESS.COM 





H 


Meney Order 


□ 


nrd Canada! 


PRODUCTS FOR URINE, SALIVA, AND HAIR 


S T 


QUICK FIX 

The Best Selling Synthetic 
Novelty Urine on the Market! 
Available In 2oz & 3oz Sizes! 
Reg:$35 


mm 


EMERGENCY CAPSULES 
Ultimate Cleansing Formula! 
Designed to start working 
in just 45 minutes! 

Reg:$35 


* 


Sii! Ti! 


DETOX DRINK 

5 Hour Temporary Detox Flush 
For individuals UNDER 2 00lbs 
99,87% Success Rate! 

Reg:S35 


CHECK I .£>" to r-TATE AND FEDERAl i AWS BEFOfl F ORDER IMG 

Detox for Less is a division of We ship to the USA 
513 Ventures, LLC 
PO Box 339228 
Cincinnati. OH 45238 



URINE LUCK 

Totally Undetectable! 
The Latest Formula! 
Perfect for Heavy Users 

Reg:$35 


‘A I procucls may not ue q .laranlflea &nn we&sftG in 1 dni;ni& 
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AMSTERDAM'STOP GROUUROOMS 


WIN NINE 

SUPER 

STRAINS 

QUIDDOR 

GROW 

GUIDE 


With HIGH TIMES Dlgilnl Ellluon. 

vdu can have all of our eupcri 
grow into, counterculture news 
a in] mouth-watering Is ml shots 
ai the lip ol your lingers— 
anywhere, a n vi I me. 


Simply install the Zinin™ Reader a on and downlead 
HICK TIMES discreetly and directly to your iPhone. 
IPad or other device. Buy a single issue, or belter yet, 
subscribe forthe whole year and save 60 % off the 
cover price! 


SCAM HERE TO 
DOWNLOAD 


App Store 


Set lira free mob-ite app at 

httpJ/gettag .mobs 


HJH MURE INFO AMD A FREE SAMPLE bU TO 

HIGHTlIVlEi.CDEVl/DIBITALEDITlDN 


February 2012 


HIGH TIM 


December 

13th 

Don’t Miss it/ 

M 



Water, Water 
Everywhere! 

Whether it drips, mists, floods and drains, or ebbs and flows, 
we’ll show you the best ways to optimize your hydroponic grow 
op. Our crew of cannabis cultivation experts reports on all the 
fundamentals and the essentials, as well as unveiling the latest 
advances in hydroponic technology. 

I Harvest in High Country 

Executive editor Dan Skye covers the high-altitude crops of the Rocky 
Mountain State. 


I UV Light and THC 

Greg Green, author of The Cannabis Grow Bible, takes an in-depth 
look at ultraviolet light and its possible effects on the potency of 
cannabis. 


I The Concentrate Revolution 

We explore the new gadgets, lingo and techniques that have brought 
the ancient art of hash-making into the 21st century. 

I Pot & Pregnancy 

The idea of expectant mothers ingesting marijuana in any form is an 
issue that has spurred contentious debate. 

I The End? 

Will December 21, 2012, be our last day on Earth? According to the 
various predictions based on the 5,125-year-long cycle of the Mayan 
calendar, it’s going to be a very bad day. Should you prepare for a 
post-apocalyptic nightmare or a shift in global consciousness? 




















Photoiron' 

Grow Your Own. 

A Good Thing Just Got Better! 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW PRO SERIES 

A Fully-Integrated Plant System that 
Promotes Rapid Growth in 21 Days! 

Start from Seeds or Clones to Full Bloom! 

100% Guaranteed and Service Backed! 

Fast Delivery with available option to your have unit 
shipped Fully Assembled! 

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE OR MORE INFO 

1 (800) 651-BUDS (2837) 


www.phototron.com 

sales@phototron.com 


EVERY PHOTOTRON™ INCLUDES: 

* Light Bulbs 

* Reflective Panels 

1 Seed Pods & Soil Medium for the Root System 

* 3 Part Nutrients -Grow, Protect & Bloom 

* Complete Step^by-Step Instructions 



THE NEW PRO SERIES INCLUDES: 

The ECOBrain preset programs for optimum plant growth; automatically turns off and on lights, 
alerts when to add water/nutrients based on plant being grown. 

Built in Carbon Fitter removes organic odors 

Variable Speed Fan controlled by temperature 

200 Watt LEDs in hood for rapid growth available In two models 

Sensors that monitor air temperature, moisture detection and humidity with a built-in LCD Screen 
to view all sensor activity including warning notifications based on threshholds; also displays plant 
cycles of growth. 


CHOOSE ONE OF FIVE MODELS: 

Starting at $495,00: Starting at $1,095.00: 

Original -330 watts Pro Series T5 - 265 watts 

Tall IS - 255 watts Pro Series Hybrid (T5 & LED) - 465 watts 

Pro Series LED - 320 watts 



























































Browse our full selection of products at Headshop.HighTimes.com 
Order direct from the website or call 1-866-Pot-Shop 


HIGHTIMES 


Featured Products 



2012 Ultimate 
Grow Calendar 

High Times is proud 
to offer the Ulti¬ 
mate Grow Calendar. 
Packed with monthly 
summaries and daily 
grow tips, this calen¬ 
dar aims to keep you 
on track, whether 
you’re growing 
indoors or outside. 
$13.99 



HIGH TIMES Presents 
Nico Escondido’s 
Grow Like a Pro DVD 

Packed with inside information, 
our handbook rolls up all of our 
collected wisdom into ganja 
guide. With a life-changing list 
of you’re stoned, this is truly the 
ultimate guide to green living. 
$19.95 



Official HIGH TIMES 
Bonghitters Jersey 

Show your pot pride by 
sporting the same shirts 
worn by the legendary 
High Times Bonghitters 
Softball team. Sizes: S-XXL. 
$19.95 



w 


HIGH TIMES Cannabis Cup Caps 

23rd Cannabis Cup, 2011 Denver & San Francisco Medical 
Cannabis Cups. Made by Grassroots California. $30 



Back Issues of HIGH TIMES 

Lots of issues available! HIGH TIMES: $5.99; Best Of HIGH 
TIMES: $6.99; Medical Marijuana News & Reviews: $5.99 



Classics from 
master grower 
Jorge Cervantes 


Ultimate Grow DVD 
Complete Box Set 

Three-disc DVD box set 
includes Ultimate Grow: 
Indoor Marijuana Hor¬ 
ticulture, and Ultimate 
Grow 2: Hydroponic 
Cannabis Indoors & 
Organic Marijuana Out¬ 
doors, Plus a full disc of 
bonus features! $49.95 


Marijuana 

Horticulture 

The Fifth Edition of 
Jorge Cervantes’ 
best-selling book, 
completely rewritten, 
updated and expanded! 
$29.95 


Marijuana 
Grow Basics 

This informative guide 
is packed with illustra¬ 
tions and photos of 
more than 150 afford¬ 
able marijuana grow 
setups. $21.95 


High Times Boohs 

The Official HIGH TIMES 
Field Guide to 
Marijuana Strains 
By Danny Danko 

This compendium covers the 
world’s top pot varieties- 
all meticulously researched 
and lovingly described in 
terms ranging from odors 
and flavors to potency lev¬ 
els and medicinal properties. 
$14.95 




MARIJUANA 



Marijuanaland: Dispatches 
From An American War 
By Jonah Raskin 

Part history, part counter-cul¬ 
ture mythology, this informa¬ 
tive and entertaining stoner 
memoir provides readers with 
a backstage pass to the world 
of cannabis. From the Emer¬ 
ald Triangle to Prop 19, Mari¬ 
juanaland offers a compelling, 
eye-opening look at the war on 
drugs. $12.95 


! Is; Times 

POT SMOKER'S 
HANDBOOK 



The Official 
HIGH TIMES Pot 
Smoker’s Handbook 
by David Bienenstock 

This handbook rolls up 
all of our collected wis¬ 
dom into one indispens¬ 
able ganja guide. With a 
life-changing list of 420 
things to do when you’re 
stoned, this is truly the ulti¬ 
mate guide to green living. 
$19.95 

The Official 
HIGH TIMES Pot 
Smoker’s Activity Book 
by Natasha Lewin 

Now you can smoke, play, 
laugh and learn all at the 
same time! Packed with 
puzzles, games, mazes, 
jokes, how-tos and why- 
nots, plus kilos and kilos 
more! It’s what to do when 
you’re stoned! 

$16.95 



HUYIEL 


HIGH TIMES Presents 
Hi-Yield Homemade Hydroponics 
Revised Edition 

Our best-selling grow book, 
now updated with organic-hydro how¬ 
to information. 

$9.95 





























































Introducing 
Z NEW flavors/ 




Powerbianf 


Pomegranate 


anything/ 

tan be used with: "Pif>e tobacco. Cigars® 
Favorite legal herbs. Blunt wraps, Water pipe water 
Hookahs, Vaporizers. E-Cigarettes 

{F@cr <S Wfe 





MERCHANDISE 



FarRths original a love iyat«mi 
U»d by HT cup wlnnorm 

Pollinator Company www.pollinalOf.fll 
Tel 0C3t2C 4708883 Fa* 0(13120 4715242 


www.fteaffCava.com 
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PHANTOM VIDEO 

UNCUT Mar:i Steize. iiiii £ 
ftlpdMMBfi lltipOnS. iCOs tf 
rni? inl.v-aus-i brnire hm? 
cn YHSjOVO &5T,ch«loi«: 

S=.M BW. -VBltKi i Ijr-m,- 
Mtr Send 54 no inr iirrt^r 
ttUCrtq to: PHANTOM VIDEO 
PO Bas 7301 . Dapt 5 
Jur.i!rr FL 33468 


Stimulants 

357-Magnums $19.99 Yellow Jacked 
$21.99 Black Magic $9.99 Detox Diet 
Herbals Sleep Aids Vitamins Order On 
Line from MegaLowSales.com 

MarijuanaDomainNamesForSale.com 

Geographic Marijuana Hydroponic 
Domains BerkeleyHydroponics.com 
DallasMarijuana.com Hundreds more! 
Jeff@WholesaleNames.com 

Pureorganichoneyoilbible.com 

Connoisseur honey oil secrets revealed. 
Send $10 mo. to Great Grandpappy 
Abrams, 3883 Bennett Rd., Suite 5, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45245 

Experience Salvia 

A variety of brands and potent 
extracts. We also carry herbal incense 
blends Spirit and Puff. Low Prices. 

Call 219-588-4204. 

Metal Tobacco Pipes 

Assorted designs. Send SASE to Behind 
The Lite, 7304 Carroll Avenue #124, 
Takoma Park, MD 20912 

Herbalsmokeshop.com 

100% Legal Bud. Mood enhancement 
pills and aphrodisiacs. Flavored 
papers, blunt wraps, huge online 
smoke shop. 

Got Lighters? 

Custom Imprinted Lighters & More! 

LogoLighters.com/promo. 

800-828-6020 


GROW AIDS 


CannabisWormTea.com 

Grow monster plants organically. 
Indoor garden Winter Sale! 

Utah Devil Dirt 

Goat and Sheep manure composted 
naturally over many years. 801-550- 
0643. Ask for the Horseshoer. 


Experienced Indoor 
Horticulturalist 

For Sale ultimate luxury growing area. 
Newly remodeled 3 bed 2 bath home 
on 1/3 acre irrigated, lush landscape. 
With 800 sq ft heated air-conditioned 
workshop. Secure entrance, gated. 
Previous production shop. 9’x8’x25’ 
hidden safe room with bank vault 
door. Fire and theft proof. Phoenix, AZ 

Hydroponics 

Complete 9 Plant system $190.00. 
Adjustable size from closet to filling 
bedroom. (817) 573-5220. 
turbofarms.com 

Avoid Grow Room Detection 

Heat Bloom Eliminator. Field Guide 
$19.95. (863) 969-6930 


REAL ESTATE 


HUGE POTENTIAL 

10-acre ranch 15 miles east 
of Redding, California. 
90’x50xl6 high, insulated 
shop e/z to convert to multi 
level. 24’x30’shop with grow 
roof (high yield). Newer 3x 
manufactured home w/2 car 
garage & swimming pool. Two 
12’xl6’ out buildings both have 
power and water. Newer mid¬ 
size tractor w/implements w/ 
asking price of 500,000 owner 
can carry some. Lease possible. 
goot44 @ gmail. com 


Three “215” properties 

(2) 1.5 hrs North LA, (1) 42 acres No. 
CA. Details: nicksal215@gmail.com. 
Can finance. (661) 765-2603. 

Negril Jamaica Villa For Sale 

Beautiful, $750,000 US. 575-613-2533. 

Isolated Farm 

1.5 ac, trees, 4-br house, aviary steel 
building, 20’xl3’, large pool enclosed, 
10’ end. chicken coop, Business 
opportunity. $165,000. 239-543-2389. 
SWFla. 

Business Opportunity! 

2.5-acre working hydroponic 
veggie farm with 50,000 sq. ft. 
of greenhouses, packing house & 
equipment. Two-story house with 4 
bedrooms, 2 baths. 

California Land 4 Sale - Sierra 
Foothills 

4/20 acre parcels near 1-80 w/wells 
private. Starting 300k each. Owner 
financed. (530) 389-2345. 

Awesome Mississippi 
River Tract 

Arkansas Duck Deer Clubs on 
Navigable Rivers 
wildlifeproperties.com 
501-278-1865 

Nevada Private 4.77 Acres 

3 Bedroom Home. New Quonset Hut 
30’x40’. Concealed Underground 
Growroom. All Equipment Needed. 
Close to Reno. 775-315-7431 


Colorado 5-Acre $29,000 

Must sell/ very private,off grid. 
Minutes to air field,lake,town. 
Spectacular mtn views. 808-652 2159. 

2-Acre Herb Farm 

1 hr from Las Vegas. Well, generator, 
orchard. Large Home/Garage. 

$175,000 (702) 723-1275 

For Sale By Owner 

Big Island of Hawaii - Puna District 
One of the most fertile and productive 
growing areas in the US. Lush and 
green, easy access. NO CREDIT 
CHECK - NO QUALIFYING. Call toll- 
free (800)715-5263. myeranch.com 


FINANCIAL 


www.MarijuanaMisc.com 

For sale $5,000 through Escrow.com. 
Dale@Brokersofinsurance.com 

Make $20,000+ Per Month 

Ground floor opportunity. Distribute 
revolutionary new High Potent Herb 
Pills to Head Shops, Music, Body 
Piercing, Tattoo, Adult stores, etc. 
Areas going fast. $1,000 minimum 
investment, theherbconnect.com 

Easy Work! Excellent Pay! 

Assemble Products From Home. For 
Free Information Send SASE: Home 
Assembly-HT, Box 450, New Britain, 
CT 06050-0450 

Do you have old Debts? 

Never Pay Back The Full Amount!!! 

1-800-808-5205 

globaldebtinc.com 

Credit Problems? 

24-hr recorded message. Call 
248-262-6818. Ad#155 


TRAVEL 


ROAD TRIP 

We’re looking for 18-25 
adventurous adults to 
work / travel entire 
US. We offer 4 weeks 
paid training. Cash 
plus bonuses daily. No 
experience necessary. If 
you are enthusiastic and 
free to travel Call 
1-800-949-1038. 


ACTIVISM 



www.SAF E Rc hoice .org 


PERSONALS 










































To advertise in this section, contact Matt Stang at (212) 387-0500, ext. 206 
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Available online at bareei&fidnobkcoDi, 
AnazcifixoD, Hordenxcun, and XliLiris.com 
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Enhanced 

Plant 

Growth 

Enhanced 

Flowar 

Toil* 

Repels 

Spider 

Mites 

1 Gallon 
$29.00 

ORDER 

TODAYS 


CLONE MASTER AND 
BUD GROWER 


‘CUiniM, On.HV> Flimcrlvd^ 



ALL IN-ONE - ALL YUl NELD 
MOST AFFORDABLE 5^.00 

Vr w ■* ,t m >S y mas 11 w vs| 3 HI i :n i(« iV* bit .CO v : 

_ (949-5 MJ-K375) _ 

StMDi NSK.t Hi 1 >•, hMOM: 1 ! -jhinU in 
CU iNEMASTTK. TO EtON 7HA DANA PillVI I A Ml 




cash, check or money orders to 
D & K Enterprises EE5Q EalVifiE Road 
Suite C. ’5airdfTu=nto Cn gsaafi 


SfMPLE~-\ 

t 



DEQDOPKER 


BAG 


Keep the Smell to Yourself! 


“’DfflS M MotM!® 


Wholesale Inquires 

877-601 -9914 


Scan To Sake 


D eodo rize r Bag, com 


f acebo ok. c om/Deo do r IzerB a g 



































































132 If you're stoned, it's time for... 
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Submit pour ideas bp mail to: pot40@kigktimes.com 
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What would you like to see on the 
Pot 40? Write your ideas on this 
ballot and mail to: 


High Times 

Pot 40 - 16th Floor 
419 Park Avenue South 
New York City, NY 10016 
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Compiled by Josh Holmstrom / Cartoons by Cosmo NYC 

























Prices per 1 2-Seed Pack 
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BC BUD DEPOT 
Hall of Champions 
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WHY ARE WE 

So Excited? 


DEPOT 


NAMED WORLD'S BEST 
MEDICINE AT 201 t 
PRAIRIE MEDICINAL CUP 


ori^feiT a p&gMM 


tBCBudDepoj.co 

seeds online, by mail or byj. phone: 


Free Seeds to allMg^^rafers 
Lr (orBLAN 

Pi -ssB-4$mmM^ 


GFS Industries, Suite 65 
Nieuwezijds Voorburgwal 86 
1012 SE Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 


IS Hi COAL IN INI UNFED STAIEfr 
hflNVWHERE IN THE WORLD 


ACOUFBrTIGN Of LiVf C-ANNAtirS &EB 
FWMLE IN LiS DOLLAJi : Pfli 


Greenhouse Caregivers 
fa&ffl fi&h: ong'Beach C A 
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Timewarp 


Balboa 


Peoples'^Medicinal Cooperative^; 

Coror^CA^ 
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mi 
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ast-Collective 
Angeles* ,CA 
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